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E Mission Targets 
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 34:1-8; Ephesians 4:1-16; John 1:35-43 

 
I’m sure we have all had the experience, the phone rings, we answer it, there is a 

slight delay and they you hear a voice saying “Hello I’m from Telstra and I’d like to talk to 
you about ...” and you just want it to stop. 

I have a confession to make. 
I was once in telemarketing.  I would cold call people and entice them to buy the product 
we were selling.  It was a clever product, in the days before google in the it was access 
to a huge database of property values, current owners, their family, income and net 
worth.  For the real estate agents for whom it had been developed it was a treasure 
trove.  The problem was I was trying to sell it to Chemists. I quit after 3 days, I just didn’t 
believe in the product, and I was wasting peoples time on a product they don’t need. 

I mention this because today as we start a series on mission you may think either 
I’m trying to encourage you to act like a telemarketing and start random annoying 
conversations.  Or you may think that I’m acting like one now, as mission isn’t something 
you want to talk about or even hear about. 

But I do pray that you will give me a hearing and further more you will see that for 
want of a better world we have a great product, a product we really do believe and the 
more we believe in it the more we will want others to hear about it. 

STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

We have been working over the past year on a strategic plan for the Cathedral in 
line with the Bishop’s vision for Tasmania making disciples of Jesus.  He has been 
encouraging us to think about pathways for people to come to faith.  At our AGM in 
August I gave some thoughts as to how we are to do this.  We looked that we need to 

Engage with the wider community, to have points of contact. 
Evangelise by having opportunities to hear about Jesus our Saviour. 
Establish in the faith through biblical teaching and changed lives 
Equip for all forms of ministry particularly for the building up of the community. 
This is a pathway to discipleship to which we are Christians are called.  Before we 

go further its worth considering where you are on that pathway.  You’re here this 
morning so you are at least engaged.  Have you taken the step of taking Jesus as your 
Saviour?  If so, what are you doing to be established in your faith?  Lastly are you being 
equipped to play your part in the mission.  It has been exciting to see people move along 
that pathway, to have come to faith, to have been built up and now playing their part in 
the Cathedral community.   

But its something, to use another E, that everyone should be involved in.  Our 
reading from Ephesians, another E, makes it clear that everyone is to grow in maturity in 
their faith to build the body of Christ.  Both are dynamic, active words that relate to all 
believers, everyone has a role to play. (4:11-13) 

We hope to show that in this sermon series looking at this pathway, Engage, 
Evangelise, Establish and Equip so that we can be a growing community of living faith, 
profound hope and practical love with all of us playing our part. 

Each week we will be looking at one step on this pathway, showing how it is for 
everyone, and we will look at the example of Jesus and hopeful give practical examples. 

Enticing 
But as I looked at this I realise that we have an advantage at the Cathedral over 

many other Churches we have a building that is Enticing, another E.  Many people take 
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the opportunity to come into our building whether our services, weddings, baptisms and 
funerals, or just being tourists and we can use this to help people get on the path.  
People come to us without having to go to them, how do we best use this? 

E Mission Target 
With all these E’s I’m wondering if we should have called the series E Mission. It 

might be helpful.  The world is always talking about reducing emissions.  The last thing 
the Church needs to do is to reduce its E Missions, in may places its been at zero E 
Mission for far to long.  I pray that this series will lead to rising E Missions and as we go 
though we will set some ambitious E Mission Targets. 

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS ENTICING 

But if we are going to do any of this we have to be convinced of the product.  That 
Christianity is enticing. I hope that I actually don’t have to do much work here.  Have a 
think what would you say is enticing, attractive about the Christian faith? 

Here are a few thoughts of mine. 
Firstly it is good news, as the word gospel tells us. At the heart of that good news 

is the message of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. 
Secondly it is real news. For me it is really important that this is not a religious 

theory but has been lived out in history in the life death and resurrection of Jesus.  Its 
real and its true.  Furthermore it makes sense of the world in which we live in both its 
beauty and fallenness. 

Thirdly it makes sense of my life.  Jesus said that he had come that we may have 
life and life to the full, or life in abundance.  I can live knowing that I’m loved by God, 
accepted by him and have been given eternal life with him.  That life starts now following 
in Jesus path showing the faith, hope and love really are eternally important, giving my 
guidance as how to live as I was intended to. 

All those things I find incredibly attractive about Christianity.  Your view may be 
different.  You may focus on forgiveness, or hope, amazing grace, or nothing, that 
nothing can separate you from God’s love.  

Whatever it is there is something enticing, attractive about our faith.  The more we 
focus on that the more we will want others to share it. 

Enticing as a negative 
Having decide to add this extra E of enticing to our strategic vision I thought I 

should check out what the Bible’s usage of the word. 
Rather alarmingly I discovered that pretty much every one of the 19 times its used 

is negative, of the kind of “do not be enticed away from God” variety. 
This did make me wonder whether I should chose another word, although I was 

starting to run out of E words. 
But as I thought about it the issue isn’t the word, but what we are being enticed 

from.  The more we realise how good Christianity is the less likely we are to be enticed 
away, but more we can start to reclaim the word and hope others to see that whatever is 
enticing them, whether it be money, sex, power, technology (which can be all the 
previous 3) what Jesus offers is better. 

At the heart what is enticing about Christianity is of course Jesus.  I can’t think of 
a more attractive figure in the whole of history.  When we look at him we are captivated 
by his beauty, his strength, his sacrifice, his welcome, his true humanity, his full 
revelation of God.  

Throughout the first chapter of John there is a continuing refrain of “come and 
see” as people are introduced to Jesus.  That is what we are to do, to encourage people 
to look at Jesus for themselves. 

If we can capture that being involved in mission becomes much easier.  It is so 
easy to think of mission as like being as involved in telemarketing, but its much more like 
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when you see a rainbow, you want to stop people and see look at that, to entice them 
away from whether they are doing so that can join you in wonder and awe. 

We won’t be involved in mission and we won’t be able to get other on the pathway 
of faith unless we believe that we have a wonderful enticing message in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  And having enticed them start to engage, evangelise, establish and equip. 

OUR BUILDING IS ENTICING 

To help us do this we have our wonderful and enticing building.  It is such a 
privilege to work here.  I love watching people come in and almost everyone immediately 
looks up, it is what gothic building are design for to lift people’s eyes from the things of 
this world to the things of God. To elevate their view! 

That is of course why we need to look after this building and I’m very grateful to 
all those who do so much to keep the building looking wonderful.  But more importantly 
we need to be inviting people in and let the building do its work.  This can be to a 
concert, Blooming Church, to a tour during Open House, or of course to a service. 

You may like to mention the design of the building that it is to lift our eyes above 
the things of this world, that may be enough to start people thinking as their eyes are 
lifted to the cross. 

I know of on now very committed member of this Cathedral who is here because 
a friend invited her to a concert and her eyes were lifted.  She was enticed. 

ARE WE ENTICING? 

But more important that our enticing building is the rather more problematic 
question we need to ask ourselves.  Are we enticing?   

I hope and we work to make our services enticing.  It was lovely to hear after the 
8am service today someone say “Whenever I come here all I hear is good things, why 
wouldn’t people want to be here.”  It was wonderfully encouraging. 

But we need to ask are we an enticing community? 
If we are being established as followers of Jesus we should be.  It’s worth having 

another look at the Ephesians 4 reading.  We are to be a community of humility, 
gentleness, patience, bearing with each other in love as we live a life worthy of the 
calling we are received.  That sounds like a very enticing community. How are we going? 

If we have any visitors here today perhaps we should ask them if we are an 
enticing bunch. 

I hope this doesn’t sound too negative, we have many people who do a great job 
of welcoming and including others. 

But what about you, as you come to gather are you looking to welcome others.  It 
may be something as simple as a smile and an invitation to morning tea that will help 
people on their pathway of faith.  At morning tea don’t just speak with people you know 
but include others.  Also note that the way we speak to each other is important, we are 
to speak the truth in love to each other (Ephesians 4:15).  There are few things less 
enticing than a community racked with gossip and infighting, but when we speak truth in 
love we all play our part in promoting building the body up in love. 

Throughout the Bible it is not just beauty of the Lord which is intended to attract 
people to taste and see that the Lord is good, it is God’s people living out God’s 
abundant life to the full that people are enticed away from other ways of living.  We have 
an enticing wonderful message and we play our part by being enticing people. 

How do we do that?   
We keep coming back to Jesus, his love his grace, and ask his Spirit to transform 

our thinking and so our lives.  His grace will make us gracious, his love will make us 
loving. It is our enticing message that will make us enticing people. 

That then is our first E Mission target, to be a enticing community as we gather in 
our enticing building lifting our eyes to our enticing wonderful Saviour. 


