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Attitude Problem 
INTRODUCTION: ATTITUDE PROBLEM 

In the 1980’s to help get through Uni I was a waiter a fancy hotel in Sydney called 
the Sheraton Wentworth.  Most of the staff were fellow uni students or out of work actors 
and it was pretty fun place to work.  Then we got a new boss who was a bit arrogant and 
treated the job far more seriously than any of us did.  One day in the middle of briefing 
before a function I muttered something disrespectful just a little too loud.  The boss 
looked at me and forcibly said “Humphrey, you have an attitude problem.”  The problem 
was that this was such an 80s management to say that most of us couldn’t help giggling, 
which simply underlined his point and wound him up further.  We had an attitude 
problem, we didn’t want some new boss telling us what to do. 

But, of course, ultimately that is what Christianity is, taking Jesus as our boss and 
allowing him to tell us what to do.  Now many can have an attitude problem to this.   
Many see such an idea as dangerous, religion encourages hate anger and self-
fulfilment.  On top of that, as the Alpha Course notes, the attitude of many to Christianity 
is that it’s boring, untrue or irrelevant.  We’ve moved on. Why should we go back to old 
boss who can tell us what to do? 

What about your attitude right now as you sit in Church?  Do you have an attitude 
problem?  What is your attitude to Christianity, to Church, to those around you?  How’s 
your attitude? 

As Paul writes to the Christians in Philippi, they do have an attitude problem.  To 
help bring change of heart he points to the heart of Christianity, Jesus, and his attitude.  
Looking As we look at what Paul says we will see that Christianity is far from boring 
untrue or irrelevant, but it still be dangerous. 

CHRIST’S ATTITUDE 6-8 

Starts with God 
The way Paul starts to talk about Christ Jesus will immediately reveal something 

about his attitude to Christ Jesus.  He cannot but think of Jesus in relation to God.  He 
says that he was in the form of God, or had the very nature of God, and just in case we 
miss the meaning of that he goes on to speak of Christ Jesus having equality with God. 

Your humble obedient servant 
Now if you equal with God what would you do with that position of privilege?  

What would you attitude be? I suspect many would do more than stand on your rights 
you’d have a right old time. 

There is something remarkable in Jesus’ attitude.  He doesn’t exploit this position 
of supreme power but rather he puts aside those privileges to take the form of a slave.  
It would be like my old boss from the Wentworth joining the wait staff.  Actually its more 
shocking than that it would be like he worked for the wait staff as their slave, waiting on 
our tables. 

But more shocking than that idea perhaps is that the passage that here we are 
seeing the true nature of God.  The idea is not so much that Jesus this despite being 
God, but rather because he is, it is the nature of God to serve, he is focused on others. 

As an expression of this Jesus becomes truly human, an idea that is emphasised 
by being repeated in v7 and 8   This what we celebrate each Christmas.  God has come 
to us.  In Jesus is God with us.  But we see that God is not only with us but for us for 
Jesus humility is not simply and example it has a purpose.  His humility led him to be 
obedient to God, even to death on a cross. 
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For us, surrounded by images of the cross, it is hard to picture the attitude that 
those in Paul’s time had to the idea of the cross.  It was an idea of horror.  There is no 
ancient example of dying on a cross seen positively.  Perhaps if we used the idea of 
dying by being buried alive we may capture something of the horror of the idea. 

Jesus death here is not seen as a horror, or an accident of history, it is the 
purpose for which Jesus came.  Jesus says that he came to give his life as a ransom for 
many (Matthew 20).  In John’s Gospel we have the idea that God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son that whosever believes in him shall not die by have 
eternal life. (John 3:16)   

Paul is saying here then that the one equal with God became our humble 
obedient servant.  He gave up his rights to put things right for us. 

GOD’S ATTITUDE TO JESUS V9-11 

I wonder what your attitude to Jesus is having heard that?  Before we think more 
about our attitude we need to look at God’s attitude to Jesus. 

Now Glorified 
V9 starts with a “therefore” Because of this humble self-sacrificial service God 

raises Jesus above all others.  This idea of exaltation includes the idea of Jesus’ 
resurrection but much more than that.  He is put back in his rightful place equal with 
God. 

We are told that he is given a name above all names. I don’t think that name is 
Jesus, he’s already been given that.  We see what the name is in v11, Jesus Christ is 
Lord, the title used for God himself in the Old Testament. 

This is underlined by the language of every knee and every tongue which is used 
for the exclusive worship of God (Isaiah 45:22-23)  His name could not be any higher or 
it could not be recognised any more widely, every knee, every tongue, in heaven, on 
earth, under earth.  High wide and deep. 

It is pretty obvious then what God’s attitude towards Jesus Christ, it couldn’t be 
more positive.  That which Jesus had given up he is given back in spades. 

OUR ATTITUDE TO JESUS 

So what is your attitude to Jesus when you hear that?  Can you still think its 
boring?  But we do need to ask is it true? 

Exciting claim but is it true 
We don’t have time this morning to fully defend these statements all I can do is 

say that if you look at what we know of Jesus fits with what Pauls says. 
Jesus spoke like no one else – he spoke not about basing our lives on God’s 

word but on his word.  He spoke as if he was equal with God. 
Jesus cared like no one else there is little historic doubt that Jesus was a 

champion of the poor and downtrodden, he was certainly a servant. 
Lastly Jesus rose from the dead like no one else.  Here is the vindication of both 

Jesus life and his mission.  God has exalted him. 
All of these point to this vision of Jesus is true, is our Lord and God which one 

day will be recognised by all people everywhere.  He is the boss and he does have the 
right to tell us what to do. 

This question of whether it is true is a vital question.  CS Lewis said “Christianity, 
if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it cannot be 
is moderately important.”  (CS Lewis, God in the Dock) 
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OUR ATTITUDE PROBLEM SAME MIND AS JESUS V5 

So now what is your attitude to Jesus?    This passage calls on us to recognise 
that he is the boss, that is bow the knee and confess he is Lord, but also live his way. 
We are likely to have two attitude problems. 

Humility – leading to obedience 
To recognise anyone as our Lord and saviour requires humility.  We tend to think 

we are change and we don’t need anyone to tell us what to do.  Our culture celebrates 
“bigging” yourself not emptying yourself.  But Jesus shows us the path of humble 
obedience.  We can only really take Jesus as our Lord if we take the same path.  We 
are not the Lord, we need Jesus to save us.  But we do so not out of fear but because 
our Lord has modelled humble obedience service to us in love and grace. 

This is the one that we are told to whom every knee will bow, every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  The Christian message is do that now.  It is why at 
the heart of the baptism service is a question “Do you turn to Christ?”  It is bowing the 
knee to Jesus now.  You don’t want to meet him standing on that day when every knee 
will bow and he say to you “You know you have an attitude problem.” and no one will be 
laughing.   

But if we do then hope and salvation that comes through Jesus death on the 
cross for us. 

Loving others 
But we are not only to have the same attitude of humble obedience as Jesus we 

are to have his attitude of service. 
Paul said in v3 “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves.”  Here is a real challenge.  Why should do this? 
Now we may think that this is on the basis of reward, if we serve like Jesus 

served then God will reward us, service is the pathway to glory. 
But if we pay more careful attention to the passage there is nothing that suggests 

that Jesus stops serving, rather it is shown that his serving is glorious.  We don’t serve 
as the pathway to glory rather we serve because it is glorious. 

Dangerous? 
It is when Christianity and Christians do not have the same mind as that of Jesus 

that becomes dangerous, it becomes arrogant, self serving, about preserving its own 
power rather than given power away to serve others.  This is anything but glorious.  The 
Bible would call it sin and indeed evil.  It is because this the natural way for humanity to 
think that we need to repent and change our attitude and action. 

But as we do so we will discover perhaps to our surprise and to the surprise of 
others that it is indeed glorious 

So how is your attitude to serving others, looking to the interest of others, do you 
think of this as glorious.   

But its not only glorious but it is for want of a better word, dangerous.  Living this 
out there is a danger that it will be life changing and people will see that Christianity is 
not boring, untrue or irrelevant rather it is exciting, profoundly true and the basis of all 
reality, and it serves. 

I pray that all of us will have the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, marked in 
humble obedience to our Lord and Saviour and humble service of each other.  This will 
not only change our attitudes but may start to change the attitude of others about Jesus 
our Servant King. 


