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Man on a Mission 
Romans  15:14-33 

 
Easter 1980 I had a Damascus Rd moment, although it was in Coles Bay and it 

wasn’t religious. I discovered rock music.   
From the moment I heard the crashing cords of “Smoke on the Water” I knew I 

wanted to play the guitar. I badgered my parents for one, I saved up for an electric one, I 
would practise guitar for hours on end. 

Then a few months later my father took me to see John Williams the classical 
guitarist, at the old ABC Odeon.  I was stunned, amazed, never had my flabber been so 
gasted.  He was brilliant.  He was so good I stopped practising my guitar.  If he could do 
that, what was the point my plinking and plonking.  I could never play like that.  Best not 
even try. 

Today as we look at Romans 15, and learn of the ministry of Paul, who had the 
true Damascus Rd road experience, we may have a similar sense when we think about 
getting involved in mission, what’s the point, we can’t be like that.  Yet as look closely 
we will have a great sense of how great Paul is but we will also hear what our part is in 
God’s ongoing mission. 

GREAT PAUL 

Paul is making plans to visit Rome but as he does so, we get a quick snap shot of 
his ministry. 

He speaks of special priestly ministry he has to all the Gentiles, the nations of the 
world to bring them to God as an acceptable offering, turning the Jewish thinking and 
sacrificial system inside out and upside down. (15:15-16).  He speaks of his powerful 
ministry of signs and wonders, not just miracles but such words carry overtones of 
God’s mighty acts in the Exodus, as he has fully proclaimed the gospel of Jesus all the 
way from Jerusalem to modern day Yugoslavia (15:17-19).  Many of us here may 
remember that Bibles often used to have maps of missionary journeys of the Paul at the 
back.  He got about. 

He speaks of his pioneer spirit wanting to go to people who had not heard of 
Jesus.  So he wants to go to Spain, then the end of the world, but first he has to go to 
Jerusalem (15:24-5) where he faces grave dangers (15:31).  Assuming that Paul was in 
Corinth this would mean travelling by see 800 miles to Jerusalem, another 1500 to 
Rome and then a final 700 to Spain.  Given Paul’s propensity for being shipwrecked he 
seems remarkably unfazed by such a travel itinerary. 

Along the way he is organising a major fund raising drive for the poor Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem.  If that wasn’t enough he also finds time to knock off a 
theological masterpiece like Romans one of the most influential books in Christian and, 
indeed, Western history.  Paul is Dr Livingstone, Martin Luther, Billy Graham and Bob 
Geldof all rolled into one. 

There has a recent years been in some quarters of the Church to dismiss Paul 
and focus on Jesus.  Paul at one level would be thrilled with this, the passage makes it 
clear that it is only by God’s grace and Christ working through him that any things was 
achieved.  Yet we should not quickly dismiss Paul and all that God did achieve through 
him and give thanks to God for him. 

What we are to do 
Yet in recognising how great Paul is we may get a bit depressed.  We could 

never do anything like that. 
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It is liberating to notice that Paul never calls us to do that.  He is well aware that 
he has a special place in God’s purposes.  As the Blue’s Brothers would say, he was on 
a mission from God, to lay the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the 
known world.  But he knows that is his call, not the call to all. 

Paul then does not call everyone to do what he does rather he wants his readers 
to be involved in his mission in other ways.  They are to properly respond to the gospel, 
financially support the proclamation of the gospel and pray for its success.  To put it 
another way our role is grow in goodness, give generously and get on our knees.  (I 
couldn’t find a word for prayer starting with G.) 

GROWING IN GOODNESS 

Firstly growing in goodness.  Paul says that he has written the Roman Christians 
to remind them (15:15).  What is it that he reminds them of?  The gospel of God, the 
Gospel of Jesus raised from the dead, of salvation in Christ the King.  Paul reminds 
them of these things that they may continue to grow and help each other to grow. 

He addresses them like this “I myself feel confident about you, my brothers and 
sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to 
instruct one another”. (15:14). 

He describes them as full of goodness.  This is another way of saying living as 
living sacrifices with minds transformed by the Gospel of Jesus, the kind of life of self 
sacrificial service he has been describing for the past three chapters. 

Paul also speaks of Gentiles being holy sacrifices, or transformed lives (15:16) or 
simply obeying God (v18).  Jews and Gentiles together serving God, of which Paul’s 
collection for the poor Jewish believers is a concrete expression of goodness. 

Put simply Paul proclaims his gospel not only so people will believe it but that 
their lives will be transformed by it: to be growing in goodness.  This is to be the 
outcome of his ministry and also supports his ministry, it gives credibility to the mission, 
and we are to instruct each other in goodness. 

It is interesting that Paul puts goodness before knowledge, when the latter so 
usually the focus in the Church.  Yet so often it is not astounding sermons but acts of 
goodness which are the most influential.  The early Christian apologists all pointed to 
the goodness of the lives of Christians as demonstration of the truth of the gospel. 

Do you feel that you are growing in goodness?  Are we helping others to grow in 
goodness?  This should be the outcome of understanding of what God has done for us 
in Jesus.  As we read our Bibles, listen to sermons we should be being transformed by 
the renewal of our minds, are we becoming full of goodness. 

So the first way that we get involved is by being constantly transformed by the 
renewing message of Jesus.  As we hear Jesus being proclaimed as Lord we will want 
to live lives of living faith, profound hope and practical love, or more simply goodness. 

GIVING GENEROUSLY 

Secondly Paul has written to the Roman Christians to ask for their help in fulfilling 
his plan. “For I do hope to see you on my journey [to Spain] and to be sent on by you, 
once I have enjoyed your company for a little while..” (15:24). "sent on by you", is 
basically a technical term for Christian mission, describing provision of financial, material 
and logistical support. 

Its not a surprise then that Paul makes much of the generosity of the other 
Gentile churches in the poor to Jerusalem, he is trying to inspire a similar response from 
the believers in Rome in supporting the mission.  He needs resources for God’s mission. 

It is important that we are generous both to the poor and towards God’s work.  As 
I have heard preachers say: ‘The good news is that we have plenty of money to do 
God’s work, the bad news is that it is currently in your pockets.” 
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Romans a Missionary Propectus? 
Pauls desire of the support of his Roman friends may also explain why Paul has 

spent so long talking of his gospel about King Jesus, he wants the readers to get caught 
up in the excitement and truth of his message 

There is justification by grace for all people, in Christ there is no condemnation, 
nothing can separate us from God’s love, creation will be restored, humanity united and 
we are to play our part in transformed lives. Paul has written Romans so that the 
Christians may catch something of the vision and want to support it and he has no 
difficulty in asking for this practical assistance.1 

It is for the very same reason that invite various Christian organizations such as  
CMS so that we can see how these organisations are bringing the Christian message to 
the world, so that we can catch something of the vision and so support it. 

It is also for this reason that we make want to make it clear what our job here at 
St. David’s is, to proclaim Jesus as Lord to build a community of living faith, profound 
hope and practical love, so that you will want to generously support the mission of this 
church as we entice, engage, evangelise, establish and equip people with the gospel of 
salvation to the people of Hobart.  May we, like those early Christians, be a 
congregation of cheerful and generous givers to the work of the gospel. 

GETTTING DOWN ON THEIR KNEES. 

Lastly Paul has written so that they will pray for him as he performs his mission.  
At the start of the letter Paul has assured his readers that he constantly prays for them.  
Now he asks that they will pray for him and by so doing they would join him in his 
struggle, earnest prayer carries overtones of wrestling. (v30) 

Paul certainly believed that prayer did something, that it was efficacious, to use a 
big word.  He doesn’t say that he will feel better knowing that people are praying for him, 
rather their prayers a are a vital part of the mission. 

He is quite specific in his prayer requests: rescued from unbelievers, his service 
acceptable, and that he would come at last to Rome. 

These prayers were not answered as Paul may have hoped.  Paul did make it to 
Rome but as a prisoner from his Jerusalem visit, and we don't know if he made it to 
Spain.  There is nothing automatic about prayer.  It is God's will not ours that is in 
charge.  But the pattern is one of praying for specific matters. 

In prayer we show that our interest in what is going on is more than cheque book 
deep, that we are taking a spiritual interest in the mission activity.  We can use prayer 
letters of our link missionaries, and so join them in their struggle in bringing the message 
of Jesus to the world.  You can also join in the struggle here.  Can I encourage you each 
week to pray for the Sunday services, pray for the strategic plan that we unveiled at the 
AGM, for people to become Christians?  

But also have a look at verse 30 what do you notice about what Pauls says.  “I 
appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 
Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf,”  Did you notice the Trinitarian 
shape of Paul’s thinking, by the authority or in response to Jesus, by the love of the Holy 
Spirit we pray to the Father.  Why?  Because it is the mission of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit to bring people into God’s family. 

 

 
1 This may have been particularly important as Paul may have got some bad press in Rome from 

Jerusalem.  15:31 indicates that there may have been elements in the Jerusalem church which did not 
think much of Paul and his mission to the Gentiles.  Romans not only acts as a dress rehearsal of what 
Paul might say to those in Jerusalem but is also a way of the Romans knowing that far from Paul 
destroying the Jewish faith he has realised that in Jesus it has found its true fulfilment. 
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CONCLUSION 

After hearing John Williams play, I stopped playing guitar for about 6 weeks.  But 
then I realised that I was never going to be that good I remembered the music that so 
profoundly impacted me and I could at least play rock’n’roll.  So, I got back to work. 

Likewise, we are not all supposed to be like Paul but we are all to be inspired by 
the same message of salvation.  

Some of us, like Paul may be given more specific tasks, called to missionaries, 
ministers and so on, but Paul gives us three ways that all Christians can and should be 
involved in mission: by responding appropriately to the message of Jesus the King, 
growing in goodness, supporting the work of proclaiming the gospel, giving generously, 
and joining the struggle in prayer, getting down on our knees.  We can all do this, and 
we should then get to work. 

These activities of responding to the word, giving and prayer may not sound as 
flash and exciting as Paul's task but without these things the mission would have no 
credibility, no resources and no power.  All of us can play our part in the Paul’s mission, 
in God’s mission.  We can all be on a mission from God.  And as we play and pray our 
part who knows what God will do with our lives as living sacrifices. 


