
Preached at St David’s 2/8/2020                Can We Trust God? Romans 9-11/  1 

Can we trust God? 
Genesis 12:1-3; Romans 9:1-16; Matthew 13:53-58 

 
Can we really trust God?  Do we really trust God? Do we really trust God’s word? 
Over the past couple of weeks we have been looking at Paul’s teaching in 

Romans that there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus and nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 

Do we trust it?  Can we trust it? 
Another way to ask this question which may surprise you is what do you think of 

the Old Testament.  I often hear people say things to the effect of we don’t need to 
worry about that it’s the Old Testament, or worse that’s the Old Testament God.  As if 
God had a first go at saving the world with the Jewish people and then changed his plan 
came up with Jesus.  He moved from plan A to plan B or perhaps plan JC.  But if God 
changed his plan how can we be sure he won’t change the plan again. 

Can we trust God and his word? 
This is the big issue that Paul is dealing with Romans 9 to 11, and as we take a 

quick trip through I pray that we will come to a better of understanding what God is 
doing, that we truly can trust him and praise him but we’ll also take a couple of pit stops 
along the way, to see how we are going. 

A BUS TRIP 

I’d like to start by getting us to use our 
imagination.  Imagine there is a large family that has 
won a prize of a great journey.  To start the journey 
they all have to get on a bus and there are rules as to 
how they are to behave on the bus.  The bus journey 
takes rather longer than expected, with a few 
unfortunate detours, but they are looking forward to 
getting to their destination and enjoying it with their 
family.  But then they pull up at an airport and they 
are told that it is time to get off the bus and get on the 
plane.  This is their plane; it is much more 
comfortable and frankly more reliable than the bus 
and there are fewer rules.  However, this isn’t what 
they were expecting, and they are quite happy on the 
bus and they stubbornly refuse to get off, whilst 
others who weren’t on the bus are now getting on the 
plane meant for them. 

This is the best illustration I can think of to help understand the issue Paul is 
grappling with.  

THE PASSAGE 

Paul’s Problem: The Unbelief of Israel (9:1-5) 
Paul has just been describing how, to continue our analogy, in Jesus the airplane 

as utterly secure and the passengers are God’s chosen people.  But he is distressed 
that his fellow Jews to whom this language was used in the Old Testament are refusing 
to get off the bus.   

It was a great bus, it was for God’s children, it the law of Moses, the worship of 
the temple, the promises to Abraham, the stories of the patriarchs and the hope of the 
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Messiah.  It’s the bus that brought Jesus here.  It’s a great bus, but now a new stage of 
the journey of God’s people has arrived and they have to get off the bus and on to the 
plane.  Paul longs for them to do so, so much so that he longs to get off the plane if they 
would get on. 

Application: Our passion for the Gospel 
We should note the passion that Paul has here, his deep longing for his 

countryman.  He repeats it in Chapter 10, his heart’s desire and prayer is that they might 
be saved. (10:1)  If we do truly trust God and his promises how can we not want to 
share them, and like Paul long for others to get on the plane with us, or do we too 
quickly become happy with just us.  Paul will say in Chapter 10 how will people hear if 
no one proclaims the message of Jesus.  It was true then and it is true now.  It is so 
easy to treat the plane as like it was for only for us, but it is God’s way of salvation for 
all. Our Bishop has encouraged us to pray for one person once a day for one minute.  
Can we at least do that? 

May God have mercy on us and soften our hearts and grant that many should 
join us.  

Has the Word of God failed? (9:6-29) 
Jewish unbelief raises a question has the word of God failed, a question which 

Paul answers firmly in the negative (9:6).  Paul’s way of showing this in littering the next 
3 chapters with quotes from the Hebrew Scriptures.  As we will see the issue of Paul’s 
fellow Jews not believing is that that God’s word has failed rather they have not 
understood that word properly. 

Paul goes right back to the start of the journey, back to Abraham where the 
promises of blessing start.  He points out that even in the first generations not everyone 
on Abraham’s family were on the bus, the journey continues through Isaac and then 
Jacob.  It is not simply down to God’s choice how he works out his purpose.   

What has always mattered is grace not race.  It is based on God's choice.  Not on 
man's effort or desires but God's mercy (9:15-16).  The quote from Exodus to Moses is 
a reminder of the great need of mercy as it comes from God speaking after Israel has 
started worshipping a statue of cow having just been told not to make any idols.  Life 
wasn’t always good on the bus, and some of detours were alarming, but God’s purposes 
of mercy remain true. 

The sovereign purpose of God’s mercy is the same with Pharaoh in Egypt, one of 
the bus trips biggest detours. 

Paul also argues that God is working through his sovereign choice: Israel’s 
unbelief is actually part of God's plan in showing his mercy to the world, to Jew and 
Gentile.  God, the bus driver is following his own mysterious itinerary.  Israel’s own 
scriptures show that objects of God's mercy will include Gentiles and only a remnant of 
Israel, returning to the theme of God's word not having failed, rather it is being fulfilled.  
If they looked back at their own journey they would see this. 

Israel's stumbling (9:30-10:13) 
The basic problem seems to be that Israel has misunderstood what God was up 

to.  They thought that what God wanted was good bus passengers but rather God’s 
purpose was to use those on the bus to bless the whole world.  Not realising that the 
bus was there to take them to the airport. 

If we can play with the idea a bit further, there was an annoying young man on 
the bus who kept telling them to change their ways so finally they through him off the 
bus, but not it is revealed that the young man is the bus driver’s Son, and he has now 
bought enough tickets for everyone to get on the plane, and if we are to keep pushing 
the analogy he is the pilot, the plane is named after him and the bus driver is getting on 
the plane with him.  Being thrown off the bus was part of the plan and it is what meant 
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they could now come to the airport.  Jesus bring the bus journey to an end, he is the 
goal or end of the law. So there is no point staying on the bus, its job is done. 

But if they are going to get off the bus and on the on the plane they have to 
realise they got God and Jesus, the Messiah wrong, and this is something they keep 
stumbling over. 

But this stumbling block is actually a cause for celebration for in Jesus God has 
done all that is necessary to save everyone, Jews and Gentiles.  They no longer need to 
get on the bus but simply confess with their lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in their 
heart that God raised him from the dead.  Unlike getting on the bus which involved all 
different parts of the body now only lips and heart are necessary.  Paul quotes the Old 
Testament that “Everyone one calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Here is 
both wonderful confidence for the believer but also Jesus and the God of Israel are 
being spoken of in the same breath. The bus driver and pilot are one. 

Does Israel have an excuse? (10:14-21) 
And just as radically it is available to all, a repeated refrain in chapter 10.  Which 

means it’s an international airport and people from all nations are taking up the offer as 
the good news spreads and God still calls his people to get off the bus.   

But as in their own Scriptures have said this would happen, it shouldn’t be a 
surprise, in fact it’s part of God’s purpose, the passengers not getting off the bus is 
encouraging others to join the plane.  If all had immediately got on the plane people 
might have thought it was only for Jews rather than for all people everywhere. 

Application: The ongoing stumbling block 
As we pause for a moment, we need to recognise that Jesus remains the 

stumbling block.  The Christian message is that the only way on to the plane is to come 
through Jesus.  This causes people to stumble in two ways.   

Firstly, they may assume that they are already on the plane because they have 
kept the rules as if they were on a bus.  It doesn’t work that way, it is through believing 
in Jesus as Lord.   

The second stumbling block is Jesus. We are called to believe in Jesus the risen 
Son of God.  It is hard for people to accept but that is what we call people to believe.  
Firstly have you done it?  Please speak to one of us if not.  We long for people to know 
the truth and joy of getting on the plane.  But also be clear about what the Christian 
message, it is about Jesus our risen saviour in whom alone there is salvation. 

This has always been God’s plan, there is no plan A or B its always been plan JC 

The Remnant of Israel (11:1-10) 
As Chapter 11 starts Paul reminds his readers that there are Jews who has 

accepted the offer, gotten off the bus through Jesus go on the plan, and he holds 
himself up as a prime example.  .As has been the case throughout the history of Israel, 
God by his grace has preserved a remnant of his people. 

Our roots are Jewish (11:11-36) 
Paul now starts to apply this message to his Gentile readers and in so doing uses 

his own powerful illustration of an olive tree to describe what is going on (to which I can’t 
graft my plane analogy).  Jewish unbelief is actually helping bringing Gentiles in and 
they are being grafted into the Israel olive tree in their place.  God didn’t cut down the 
tree but grafted the nations in.   

The Gentile Christians then should never boast over the Jewish people, 
especially the unbelieving Jew as the roots of the people of God are Jewish.  In 
particular they should not stop calling unbelieving Jews to believe in Christ.  Because if 
they believe they too will be grafted back into the people of God much more naturally 
than the Gentiles.  The Gentiles need to learn as much as the Jews the only means of 
entrance into God’s people is humble believing faith in Jesus. 
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That this is the sovereign work of God for both Jew and Gentile should lead us to 
humility and thanks.  

It also means there should be no place for anti-Semitism in the Church. Our roots 
remain Jewish.  For Paul the gospel of Jesus remains first to the Jew and then to the 
Gentile and all are called into God’s combined people and he longs as more and more.  
Paul’s hope is that as more and more Gentiles come into God’s family and the blessings 
promised to Israel, his fellow countrymen they will be moved to get off the bus and get 
on the plane.  By the God’s mercy shown to the Gentiles, God’s people will now also 
receive mercy, and so all God’s people, all Israel will be saved. 

God’s purposes of mercy will not be thwarted. 

Application is our view of God big enough. 
I hope you have found this whistle-stop overview of Romans 9-11 helpful as we 

see God’s big plan of bring mercy and salvation to the world.  God’s word hasn’t failed it 
has all be fulfilled and so we can trust God. 

But do we? 
In Chapter 9 Paul used the illustration of a potter and the clay, to remind us our 

place before God.  He is our Creator, he is in charge do we give him that place.  Or do 
keep questioning him.  Do we keep thinking we know better?  Romans can put us in our 
place in two ways, it reminds us of the privileged place that God has given us on the 
plane for which we should be eternally grateful but it also reminds us how awesome and 
merciful is our God.  We should not just trust but we should also praise. 

It is no surprise that Paul end this section by bursting into praise.  May these 
words be ours. 

 
O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
“For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” 
“Or who has given a gift to him, to receive a gift in return?” 
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
To him be the glory forever. Amen.   
 
Romans 11:33-36 


