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The Triumph of Grace Romans 5:12-21 
 
 

Today I’d like to start by telling you a story.  Are you sitting comfortably, then I’ll 
begin. 

Things were not looking good for Dwight Adamson.  He was professional 
football player and his team was in trouble.  Things had originally seemed to be great, 
with the hope of glory, but after the team captain had a meltdown things have gone 
from bad to worse.  They tried hard, but the harder they tried the worse the results 
seemed to get.  The team was fractured with different parts which didn’t help.  The 
offence were offensive, the defence were defensive and the midfield didn’t seem to be 
able to make up their minds.  Dwight he was no better than the rest as shown in the 
memorable headline “Dwight gets it dwong again”.   

Sometimes it seemed that they didn’t even know which game they were 
playing.  The league introduced some new rules to try to help but it only made things 
worse, make it clear how much the team were failing.  The team were heading for the 
wooden spoon and they deserved it.  But it was more serious than that, the results 
they were headed for oblivion, anyone with clear judgement could see that, despite 
their history and hopes Dwight’s team had no future. 

Then one morning Dwight awoke heard on the radio that something had 
completely changed.  The new team whose inspirational captain had inspired his team 
to the unassailable top of the league had paid an incredibly large transfer fee for 
Dwight to join the already crowned champions and he knew nothing about it, it was 
just announced.   

He couldn’t believe it, he didn’t deserve this, to join the celebrations of victory 
when he was part of the beaten team.  He rang he his new team to find if it was true, 
was there any doubt.  Perhaps he’d have to prove himself, perhaps he’d only be on 
the sidelines, he’d get some but not all, but his new Captain assure him “It’s all, 
Dwight.” 

Dwight Adamson had been transferred from Sin City to Grace United and was 
bound for glory. 

In Romans 5 Paul says this is what has happened for us as we move from 
Adam’s team to Jesus’ team, we move from sin to grace, from judgement to 
righteousness, from the reign of death to reigning in life all through the one, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  In him we get it all as we to move from Sin City to Grace United. 

PAUL’S BIG STORY 

Paul is obviously not talking about football teams in Romans 5 but he is 
working with a story, what he sees as the big narrative of God’s work in the world.  We 
need to have this big story in mind when we read this passage so we don’t get 
distracted as Paul himself seems to be, by some of the details. 

As Paul speaks of Adam and Jesus he is thinking of the big story of the Bible.  
God created a good world with humanity created to share his glory.  However, through 
Adam’s disobedience sin entered in and now sin and death reign in the world, and 
God is committed to putting this right.  This story is fundamental to Paul’s understand 
of his gospel, it shows up throughout his letters and here Paul assumes that this story 
is known and understood by his readers.   

Paul understood that this there was now significant new development in the 
story as God moves to put the world right through the faithfulness of Jesus grace 
reigns in life.  So what Paul wants to say, as he does say elsewhere, is that ‘As in 
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  Here is the narrative founding the 
profound hope of earlier in the chapter.  Eternal life is certain for those on team Jesus. 



Preached St Davids 5/7/2020        The Triumph of Grace - Romans 5.12-21/  2 

But in a move that is encouraging to all preachers who get a little lost, Paul 
seems to realise there’s a problem with his own story and gets a bit distracted.  As we 
briefly look at what distracts Paul and what may distract us we need not to be 
distracted from the big story which is our hope and realising what team we are on. 

PROBLEMS WITH PAUL’S STORY 

Paul’s Problems 
If you look at the end of v12 you can see that there is a dash where Paul’s 

sentence trails of. He want to say something like “so grace and life came into the 
world through one man.”  But first he wants to remind his readers of the universality of 
sin, a point he has already made, and that the law only made things worse.  By 
implication there not team Abraham or team Moses, only team Adam.  All humanity is 
on the same team and its loosing. 

Like teaching of salvation through the story of a dodgy football team Pauls is 
concerned that the comparison that his going to make will in some sense cheapen 
what Jesus has done.  Before he can compare, he needs to contrast. 

We see then in v15-16 Adams acts of trespass, or law breaking, can’t really be 
compared with acts of grace in Jesus, nor can the results.  Trespass leads naturally to 
judgement and condemnation, grace unnaturally or even supernaturally turns this 
sequence on its head leading to justification, being put right with God.  In Sin City you 
get what you deserve in Grace United the undeserving are showered with gifts. 

Furthermore what God has done in Jesus is far more powerful.  Adam started 
from a clean slate but Jesus does not.  Jesus has to deal not only with the sin of 
Adam but all the sin that resulted from that sin.  To keep the sporting analogies going 
Jesus has birdied the hole despite Adam putting him in the bunker.  Jesus impact is 
greater than that of Adam.  In any comparison there is no real equivalence. 

With those caveats in place in verse 18 he finally getting back to his original 
idea “Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s 
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous.” 

Despite the complications the basic idea is clear.  Because of Adam’s 
disobedience we are clearly part of Sin City but because of Jesus obedience we are 
now truly part of Grace United, the victors, moving from death to eternal life, the life of 
God’s kingdom that we were made for. 

Our Problems 
Now rather like when watching a game of football when you don’t know the 

rules it is easy to get distractions for us in this passage. 
The language of “life for all” or may lead us to think this passage is teaching 

universalism, that everyone will be save.  However this would fly in the face of all that 
Paul has already argued in Romans 1-3.  The idea of the team, or more correctly 
kingdom will help see more clearly.  What is true of Adam is true for all on his team, 
what is true for Jesus is true for all on his team.  The issue is do we know which team 
we are on. 

More fundamentally many wrestle with the story of Adam and the ideas of what 
is known theologically original sin which underly Paul’s entire argument.  Many see it 
to be simply a myth and unhelpful one at that.  Firstly, we should note Paul is not 
trying to argue for the historic reality of Adam or universal sin, but assuming them so 
that he can show how because of Jesus there is a sure hope of justification, and life.  
To miss this point would be like thinking that this is a sermon about football. 

Secondly, we need to remember Adam is the Hebrew word for humanity.  The 
story of Adam is then our story.  Hebrew thinking was much more corporate than our 
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individualist Western mindset.  But we still have vestiges of it.  If you see me looking 
sad on Sunday you may ask me what the matter is and I may say “We lost”.  This may 
confuse you unless you now that I am an Arsenal tragic, they are my team and when 
they lose, which happens much more than I’d like, I identify with it personally.  I didn’t 
play, I’m not even usually awake, but the team’s loss is mine. That is something like 
how Adam is used, he is our representative, when he falls, we fall.  But more 
importantly it is equally true of Jesus, we should identify strongly with him, in his death 
we die, his resurrection is ours, and in his life is our hope.  That is where Paul’s focus 
is, the sure and certain hope we have in Jesus.  That which is true of him is true of us.  
This is to understand true biblical, truly Christian hope. 

Finally as we look at the story of our world it is hard to argue with the idea that 
there is the reign of sin and death.  Death is certain and sin demonstrably universal, 
not simply conceptually but also in our own lives.  While there are many finer points of 
theology and history to be worked out I find the Bible’s account of the human condition 
both glorious and fallen as compelling and evidentially true.  The Adam story rings 
true for me and as I see the world.  So rather than argue theology, in the face of the 
clear reality of the reign of sin and death in our world and in my life I’m forever grateful 
that there is a transfer option from Sin City to Grace United. 

WHAT’S DWIGHT ABOUT THE STORY 

The name of Grace United is deliberate for it is grace that make it all Dwight.  
Five times in 10 verses grace appears and five times in three verses gift is used (15-
17).  Paul cannot but help as he thinks of his great story but focus on grace. 

This great transfer from team Adam to team Jesus, from death to life, from 
condemnation to righteousness is a gift.  It is not something that we earn or deserve it 
is simply done for us.  If in Adam all we deserve is condemnation “much more surely 
will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.” (v17) 

And note the extent of this grace.  We not only are saved back to neutral we 
are restored to the dominion that Adam lost, we get to fully celebrate victory as we 
reign with Christ.  Truly GRACE God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. We truly have the 
hope of the glory of God.  We all only have this hope because of grace because in 
grace we are united. 

Of all the questions we should ask of this passage it should be why would God 
do this and the only answer is Grace, amazing, saving, life changing, hope fulfilling 
grace to the all of Adam’s Children, all the Adamsons of this world.. 

This story of tragedy and triumph is not Paul’s story but God’s, fuelled by his 
grace, This is story that, as we understand it, not informs but as we believe saves us it 
moves us from Sin City to Grace United, from team Adam to team Jesus.  It’s a story 
that should delight us, inspire us, energise us.  Whilst there are questions we may 
want to ask it is also a story that should ask questions of us. 

 
What story do you tell yourself to make sense of your world?  
Do you know which team you are on? 
Are you a team player? 
Is this a story that you need to keep reminding yourself?   
Is it a story you want to share? 
 
I pray that we will share and live out this story there are too many people in Sin 

City and there is room for plenty more in the team of Grace United. 


