Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

13 September 2020  Evening Prayer
Preacher: Catriona Johnson Leader: The Dean

Prayer of the Week

O God, without you we are not able to please you: mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Psalm: 103: 8-13

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:

slow to anger and of great goodness.
® He will not always be chiding:

nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins:

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth:

so great is his mercy over those that fear him;
12 As far as the east is from the west:

so far has he set our sins from us.
13 As a father is tender towards his children:

so is the Lord tender to those that fear him.

Ist Reading: Exodus 15: 19-26

When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into
the sea, the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them; but the
Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. 2° Then the prophet Miriam,
Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after
her with tambourines and with dancing. 2!And Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to
the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into
the sea.’

22 Then Moses ordered Israel to set out from the Red Sea, and they went into
the wilderness of Shur. They went for three days in the wilderness and found
no water. 2When they came to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah
because it was bitter. That is why it was called Marah. 2*And the people
complained against Moses, saying, ‘What shall we drink?’ °He cried out to
the LORD; and the LORD showed him a piece of wood; he threw it into the water,
and the water became sweet. There the LORD made for them a statute and an
ordinance and there he put them to the test. 2°He said, ‘If you will listen carefully
to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in his sight, and give
heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, | will not bring upon you
any of the diseases that | brought upon the Egyptians; for | am the LORD who
heals you.’
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2nd Reading: Romans 14: 13 - 15: 6

Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another, but resolve instead
never to put a stumbling-block or hindrance in the way of another. 4l know and
am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is
unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. *°If your brother or sister is being
injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you
eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died. *So do not let your good be
spoken of as evil. Y’For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18The one who thus serves
Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval.

191 et us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual edification. 2°Do not,
for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it
is wrong for you to make others fall by what you eat; 2!it is good not to eat meat
or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. ?2The
faith that you have, have as your own conviction before God. Blessed are those
who have no reason to condemn themselves because of what they
approve. 2°But those who have doubts are condemned if they eat, because
they do not act from faith; for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.

15 We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. 2Each of us must please our neighbour for the good purpose
of building up the neighbour. 3For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is
written, ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.’ *For whatever
was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have
hope.

°May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ®so that together
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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