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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 August  2020     Evening Prayer     

Preacher: Catriona Johnson     Leader: Rev Clif McDonnell 
 

 

Prayer of the Week 
O God, the protector of all that trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy, that, with you as 
our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we finally 
lose not the things eternal. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 

Psalm 145: 14-21 
The LORD upholds all who are falling, 
   and raises up all who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 
   and you give them their food in due season. 
16 You open your hand, 
   satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
17 The LORD is just in all his ways, 
   and kind in all his doings. 
18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
   to all who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfils the desire of all who fear him; 
   he also hears their cry, and saves them. 
20 The LORD watches over all who love him, 
   but all the wicked he will destroy. 
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
   and all flesh will bless his holy name for ever and ever. 
 

1st Reading:  Genesis 31: 43a, 44 – 32: 2 
Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, ‘The daughters are my daughters, 
the children are my children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is 
mine. But what can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about their 
children whom they have borne? 44Come now, let us make a covenant, you 
and I; and let it be a witness between you and me.’ 45So Jacob took a stone, 
and set it up as a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his kinsfolk, ‘Gather stones,’ and 
they took stones, and made a heap; and they ate there by the heap. 47Laban 
called it Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. 48Laban said, ‘This heap 
is a witness between you and me today.’  
 

Therefore he called it Galeed, 49and the pillar Mizpah, for he said, 
‘The Lord watch between you and me, when we are absent one from the 
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other. 50If you ill-treat my daughters, or if you take wives in addition to my 
daughters, though no one else is with us, remember that God is witness 
between you and me.’ 
 

51 Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘See this heap and see the pillar, which I have 
set between you and me. 52This heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, 
that I will not pass beyond this heap to you, and you will not pass beyond this 
heap and this pillar to me, for harm. 53May the God of Abraham and the God of 
Nahor’—the God of their father—‘judge between us.’ So Jacob swore by the 
Fear of his father Isaac, 54and Jacob offered a sacrifice on the height and called 
his kinsfolk to eat bread; and they ate bread and tarried all night in the hill 
country. 
 

55 Early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his grandchildren and his 
daughters and blessed them; then he departed and returned home. 
32 Jacob went on his way and the angels of God met him; 2and when Jacob 
saw them he said, ‘This is God’s camp!’ So he called that place Mahanaim. 
 

2nd Reading:  Romans 10: 17 – 11: 6 
So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word 
of Christ. 18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for ‘Their voice 
has gone out to all the earth,    and their words to the ends of the world.’ 19Again 
I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, ‘I will make you jealous of 
those who are not a nation;    with a foolish nation I will make you angry.’ 20Then 
Isaiah is so bold as to say, ‘I have been found by those who did not seek me;    I 
have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.’ 21But of Israel he says, 
‘All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.’ 
 

11 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God 
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the 
scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? 3‘Lord, they 
have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars; I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life.’  
 

4But what is the divine reply to him? ‘I have kept for myself seven thousand 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’ 5So too at the present time there is a 
remnant, chosen by grace. 6But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of 
works, otherwise grace would no longer be grace. 
 


