
EASTER VIGIL 2020  
Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
Assemble at Nave Table with candle in silence. 

 

After the arrival of the clergy, one of whom is carrying the unlit Paschal candle, and 

the Minister introduces the Vigil. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, at this most holy hour, in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, the Church invites 
her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and 
prayer, for this is the Passover of the Lord, in which through word 
and symbol we share in his victory over death. 
The Minister lights and blesses the new flame. 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to be the light of the world and to 
bring to your people the radiance of your glory.  Bless us by this 
flame, and set us aflame with the fire of your love, that with pure 
hearts and minds we may come to the feast of everlasting light, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 
The Minister then lights the Paschal candle 

The people’s candles are now lit from the Paschal candle.   

The Paschal Candle is held aloft and the Minister then traces the sign of the cross, the 

alpha and omega and the year saying. 

 

Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and 
Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; to him be glory and 
power, through every age and forever.    Amen. 
The five nails are then indicated with these words 

By His holy and glorious wounds, may Christ our Lord guard us and 
keep us. .    Amen.. 
The Minister then says 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our 
hearts and minds. .    Amen. 
Another minister takes the candle and leads the people into the Cathedral and the 

following versicle and response is sung three times, each time at a higher pitch. 

 
The light of Christ 

Thanks be to God. 
 
The candle is then placed in a stand on the Nave platform.   
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The Exsultet (Easter Proclamation) 
Sung by the Cantor 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of 

angels!  

O Universe, dance around God’s throne!  

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  

Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 

Rejoice, O earth, in glory,  

revealing the splendour of your creation,  

radiant in the brightness of your triumphant 

King!  

Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory 

fill you!  

Darkness vanishes for ever!  

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines 

upon you!  

Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right and good that with full hearts and 

minds  

    and voices  

we should praise you, Father Almighty,  

    the unseen God,  

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord,  

who has saved us by his death,  

paid the price of Adam’s sin,  

and reconciled us once again to you. 

For this is the Passover feast,  

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain,  

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the 

faithful. 

 

This is the day when you first saved our 

ancestors,  

freeing Israel from her slavery  

and leading her safely through the sea. 

This is the day when Jesus Christ vanquished 

hell,  

broke the chains of death  

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

This is the day when all who believe in him  

    are freed from sin,  

restored to grace and holiness,  

and share the victory of Christ. 

This is the day that gave us back what we had 

lost;  

beyond our deepest dreams  

you made even our sin a happy fault. 

Most blessed of all days. 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is 

washed away,  

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to 

joy. 

Feast truly blessed, when hatred is cast out,  

peace & justice find a home, & heaven is joined 

to earth  

and all creation reconciled to you. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter 

joy  

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s 

solemn  

    offering. 

Grant that this Easter Candle may make our 

darkness light. 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory;  

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of 

love  

    still burns within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world!  

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever!  Amen. 

The people extinguish their candles, the Cathedral is partly illuminated. 
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The Vigil 
The Minister says 

As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving 
deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past 
and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our redeemer; and let 
us pray that through this Easter celebration God may bring to 
perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun. 
 
 

The people sit for 
 

Genesis 1: 1-2: 3 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, "Let 
there be light"; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.  
6 And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters." 7 So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.  
9 And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry 
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, "Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day.  
14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth." And it was so. 
 16 God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  
20 And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21 So God 
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created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 
every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, "Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth." 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day.  
24 And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." 
And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and 
the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good.  
26 Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."  27 So God 
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them, and God said to 
them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29 God said, "See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.  
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation.  
 

Following a short silence the Minister says 

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and 
yet more wonderfully restored us through your son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may share 
the life of his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Exodus 15: 1-3, 17-18 
1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord : 
‘I will sing to the Lord , for he has triumphed gloriously 
     horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.  
2 The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; 
   this is my God, and I will praise him,  my father’s God, and I will exalt 
him.  
3 The Lord is a warrior,  the Lord is his name. 
4 ‘Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; 
     his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.  
5 The floods covered them; they went down into the depths like a stone.  
6 Your right hand, O Lord , glorious in power— 
     your right hand, O Lord , shattered the enemy.  
7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; 
     you sent out your fury, it consumed them like stubble.  
8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods stood up in a 
heap; 
     the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.  
9 The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, 
     I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 
     I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.”  
10 You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; 
  they sank like lead in the mighty waters.  
11 ‘Who is like you, O Lord , among the gods?  Who is like you, majestic 
in holiness, 
     awesome in splendour, doing wonders?  
12 You stretched out your right hand,  the earth swallowed them.  
13 ‘In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; 
     you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.  
17 You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own 
possession, 
     the place, O Lord , that you made your abode, 
     the sanctuary, O Lord , that your hands have established.  
18 The Lord will reign for ever and ever.’ 
 

Following a short silence the Minister says 

Lord God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your people and sent 
your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: free us from the 
tyranny of sin and death, and, by the leading of your Spirit, bring us 
home to our promised land; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



Easter Vigil 2019    p.6 

Isaiah 55: 1-11 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no 
money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price.  2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labour for that which does not satisfy?  
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food.  3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I 
will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
David.  4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander for the peoples.  5 See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;  7 
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let 
them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.  8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  9 For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent 
it. 
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Ezekiel 36: 24-28 
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and 
bring you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I 
will cleanse you. 26 A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 
within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give 
you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow 
my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28 Then you shall live 
in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I 
will be your God.  
 

Following a short silence the Minister says 

Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit in baptism you 
give to your faithful people new life.  Guide and strengthen us by 
that same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith 
and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

After a pause for silent reflection, a fanfare is sounded on the organ.   

The Cathedral is fully illuminated,  

 

The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Collect for Easter Day 
The Dean leads the Collect for Easter Morning.  The people remain standing  

Christ is risen. Alleluia    He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of 
your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things 
new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in 
Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all 
eternity.  Amen. 
 

 

Now please watch the Easter Service prepared at the Cathedral 
which available from the Diocesan website or a post on the 
Cathedral facebook page. 
 

The Blessing 
The Dean says 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always.  Amen 
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