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Immanuel Can you believe it? 
Isaiah 7:10-16, Ps 80:1-7,17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Can you believe it? This week performed as part of the Messiah chorus, it was a 

wondrous experience and to do it in this beautiful Cathedral with a full choir and 
orchestra was a real bucket list moment. 

Amongst many magical musical moments (and a few wrong notes) one moment 
stood out.  It is a short recitative “And a virgin shall conceive and give birth and his name 
shall be Emmanuel, God with us.” 

It is achingly beautiful music but a profoundly beautiful idea that God is with us. 
But can we believe it?  In the midst of our world and our lives with all their twists 

and turns, ups and down, do we believe it.  Is it just a beautiful idea, a Christmas card 
greeting, or is it a lived reality that makes us want to join in the Hallelujah chorus? 

THE GOD WHO IS WITH US 

A promise keeping God 
At the heart of believing this to be true is believing that God keeps his promises. 
Joseph may have some issue with believing that God was with him for he was 

having a bad time of it.  He would have been asking “Can you believe it?”  His fiancé 
was pregnant and it wasn’t him, and there weren’t just issues with her belly there 
appeared to issues with her head for she kept saying that it was the work of the Holy 
Spirit.  All the plans they had were dashed, but he was a good man and still felt for her, 
and so he would privately break the relationship. 

But then he had his own “Can you believe it?” moment when an angel of the Lord 
appears telling him to keep the faith with Mary, the Holy Spirit is involved and this Son, 
Jesus will save the people from their sins. 

It is in this context that Matthew tells us that this fulfils Isaiah 7:14, of the child, 
Immanuel, God with us. 

There is much discussion about this verse, but we need to recognise that 
Matthew is not simply randomly picking verses from the Old Testament but rather the 
whole passage resonates with Old Testament promises.  We are told this is about the 
birth of the Messiah, the promised king, who will save God’s people and bring justice to 
the world.  This is reinforced by the reference to Joseph as “son of David”.  This is the 
royal line of promise. 

More than that if Jesus had not gone on to fulfil other promises of God this 
prediction would have rung hollow.  Throughout Matthew we are shown how this Jesus 
fulfils the deep purposes of God.  Jesus is Emmanuel not just because his unusual 
conception, and a previously obscure verse from Isaiah, he is Emmanuel because of all 
that he did when he came.  In Isaiah the verse the child is a reminder that God will act to 
save, for Matthew, the child himself is the one through whom God will save and through 
whom he is with us. 

In Jesus God is keeping his promises.  The God whom promises to be with us a 
promise keeping God.  We can trust him. 

Promises will be kept in this child 
The Depth of his Love 
Grasping this helps us see that in Jesus God is with us.  We can see the depth of 

his love that he sent Jesus, the son of heaven to become the son of Mary, born as one 
of us, fully identified with us.  That God is with us is not a Christmas card greeting it is a 
Christmas present, for God so loved the world that he gave his Son.  The depth of God’s 
love shows that he is with us. 
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His commitment that we will be with him 
But is not just his coming that shows his love In Jesus saving death was see that 

not only is he with us he wants us to be with him.  Jesus name means God’s saves and 
of course he is the saviour so that we can be called the children of God, like Jesus not 
be any human means but by God at work in us by his Holy Spirit.  God is with us, saves 
us and lives within us. 

A new promise (Matthew 28) 
Further as Matthew starts with this promise of God being with us it ends with 

Jesus wonderful statement  “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age”  Matthew 28:20 

We started Advent by remembering that we should listen to Jesus he is pictured 
above this Church symbolised as the one who should be listened to.  And should we 
doubt it we should listen to him.  He is with us. 

The God we believe it 
I believe this is vitally important for our faith in these times when so many have a 

wrong view of God.  If we do not look at Jesus we are likely to go of course even if we 
thinking religiously. 

Matthew Henry, a great 17th Century Bible commentator caught how getting this 
right well when he wrote about the idea of Emmanuel “Behold, in this, the deepest 
mystery, and the richest mercy, that ever was.  By the light of nature, we see God as a 
God above us; by the light of the law, we see him as a God against us; but by the light of 
the gospel, we see him as Immanuel, God with us, in our own nature, and (which is 
more) in our interest.” 

We see that God is not above us, against us, indifferent to us, but for us and with 
us.   

Whoever we are, whatever we may have done, or done to us, whatever we are 
going through if we like Joseph name Jesus as our own, as our own God saves, that 
God is with us. 

Can you believe it?  God is with us. 

HOW KEEP BELIEVING IT 

This is encouraging and I pray that it is bring you great comfort right now.  But we 
all know there are times when we don’t feel this and it is hard to live in this light.  You 
can imagine for Joseph hearing “Can you believe it?”  with rumours of unfaithfulness or 
the man who couldn’t wait, or “Well of course they think their child is special.” 

I don’t know what is going on for your right now but I want to help you remember 
God’s promise to you I want to make three suggestions and to helpfully make them 
easier they all for no particular reason start with S. 

Scripture 
Firstly Scripture.  The story of Jesus is part of the bigger story of the Scriptures 

and the more we understand that the more comfort we will find.  Matthew is good 
example as he strove to understand the life of Jesus against the scriptural background.  
Paul did the same in his letter for believers.  In Paul we hear that nothing in all creation 
is able to separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Scripture will keep pointing us to Jesus where God’s promises are fulfilled. 
So we should be soaked in Scripture.  There are many helps, you can use one of 

the many Bible apps, use the epray app, or just have a Bible by the bed a read a 
chapter a day. 

In the coming year we are going to be encouraging people to join a Bible study as 
this is a great way learn more and learn from others. 

The more we read God’s word the more his promises become part of our lives. 
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Service 
Secondly Service or to be more blunt Obedience, but that doesn’t start with S and 

would have left me with SOS which didn’t really fit. 
But we see Joseph being obedient in this passage, he was already described as 

righteous, but he then marries Mary and named the Child.  If we go to the end of 
Matthew Jesus’ promise is linked with “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them 
to obey everything that I have commanded you.” 

God’s presence is linked to obedience. 
It is pastorally wrong to assume that if someone feels that God is distant that they 

have been sinned but the idea should raise.  God can be far away because we have 
drifted away.  Are there areas of your life that you need to examine your conscience? 

The flip side I can only say from my experience there is nothing like living out the 
Christian life, when I’m serving others, witnessing to Christ in word and deed that the 
presence of God is clearer. 

Obedience or service is what we declare at the end of each service 

Services 
And lastly Services, this isn’t the most inspiring titles, I could made this one 

Church.  Whilst God is with in all areas of our life there are many reminders in our 
services.   

Reminders in the service that God is with us.  We usually start with the reminder 
that we open to God.  There is a good dose of Scripture, the hymns speak of God’s 
presence. 

Particularly when we take communion we are reminded of his words of this is my 
body given for your.  A reminder of his presence and his good purposes.  Nowhere is 
the promise of God to be with us made more physical and real that in the bread and the 
wine. 

We then leave with God’s blessing and peace into his world to service, to be 
obedient. 

Our services should be bring the reality of God being with you and with us each 
week. 

CONCLUSION 

We can and should believe God’s promise to be with us 
Scripture, Service and Services all will bring the promise of God to be with us into 

our lives and our hearts. 
 
He shall be called Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Can you believe it?  Do you believe it? 
If you do Hallelujah. 


