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Community of Living Faith 
Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 5:1-5; Luke 7:1-10 

 
 
Imagine with me a scene from a black and white horror movie.  There is a mad 

scientist in a white coat wearing goggles performing a mad experiment, for that is what 
mad scientists do.  There are bubbling beakers, lightning flashes producing a cloud of 
smoke and as the mists part the scientist with blackened face and hair blown back cries 
“Its alive!” 

Today I want to do an experiment which some may also think of as mad, I want 
you to consider your faith, do you think, “It’s alive!” 

For a decade I have been encouraging us to think of the ministry of the Cathedral 
to proclaim Jesus as Lord in the heart of Hobart to building a community of living faith, 
profound hope and practical love.  Over the next few weeks we are going to reconsider 
this idea and we start with the idea of a community of living faith for this is what 
proclaiming Jesus as Lord should produce, so how are we going?  What has been the 
outcome of this experiment, is our faith alive. 

CHRISTIAN FAITH 

At the heart of the Christian faith is well, faith.  What does this word mean, faith?  
For some it is believing things without evidence, or as a High School student once told 
me, believing things you know aren’t true.  Bon Jovi call on us to “Keep the Faith”  But 
what are actually talking about. 

There may be many understandings but in the Scriptures faith is a confidence, a 
trust, a dependence on God and his promises, to believe and rely on this God.  So in 
Genesis 15, Abram, soon to be called Abraham, is told that despite the fact that he and 
his wife are old they will have descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky.  And 
despite current circumstances Abraham believes God, and we are told that it is credited 
to him as righteousness.  That means he is put in the right with God and is considered 
one of God’s people simply because he has believed that what God says is true. 

It is just the same in the New Testament.  We see it in the faith shown by the 
Roman centurion in Luke 7.  Here is a man who recognises who Jesus is and knows 
that his word of authority is enough to heal his servant.  Jesus is astounded at this 
man’s faith, greater than any he has found among God’s people. 

In Romans 5 we see what is clearly pointed to in Luke 7 that the object of this 
faith is to include who Jesus is, for we are put right with God, justified by our faith in 
Jesus, or as Paul will put it later in Romans by confessing Jesus is Lord and believing 
that God raised him from the dead. 

To believe in God is to believe in Jesus because all the promises of God are 
wrapped up and fulfilled in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  He is the one who 
is the way the truth and the life and the resurrection is God’s seal of approval on this. 
Here is where we see that God is trustworthy, that he shows himself to be faithful.  This 
is then what we are called to believe, to trust in.  We are called simply to trust in Jesus 
as the way, the truth and life.  To bring people to this faith we proclaim Jesus as Lord. 

What faith isn’t 
Immediately we have to move beyond what many people think that it is about 

believing in God.  We are not called to believe in, but believing God.  There is a very 
scary verse in James 2 which says “You believe that there is one God. Good!  Even the 
demons believe that—and shudder.”  We are not just to acknowledge the possible 
existence of a God, but trust our existence to him. 

Perhaps an illustration will help.  Imagine another scene with me.  We are in a 
restaurant as a couple share a candle lit dinner.  There is a young man who has been 
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saving up all that he has, even selling some of his possessions so that he can buy a ring 
to show the object of his affection the depth of his commitment and love.  At a certain 
moment he gets the box out of his pocket, opens it up and slides it across the table and 
says with conviction “I love you”.  Now how do you think he would respond if the woman 
rather distractedly answered “I believe that men exist.”  What kind of an answer is that?  
Would it be any better if she said “I believe that you love.”  No he wants an answer that 
reciprocates his love and deepens the relationship. 

Yet this is how so many treat God.  Belief in God is never living faith, belief in a 
guiding principal, a set of precepts, a moral code, or a collection of doctrines cannot be 
living faith. Rather real living faith is believing him. 

This also means that many other views of the Christian faith need to be 
challenged.  It is not wrapped up in ritual, glorying in guilt, perpetuated by penance, 
doing duties but rather the God we see in Jesus and believing him. 

It also means we need to stop doing the all too human but totally unsupported by 
the evidence folly of believing in ourselves, and trusting God. 

So as we consider our experiment, as we put our faith under the microscope is 
this the shape of your faith?  Do you need to move from believing in to believing? 

LIVING FAITH 

So if this is what faith is, believing God, trusting him and what he has done in 
Jesus what do I mean by living faith. 

Living God 
Well it flows really out of what it is we believe.   
So we believe in a living God, not simply a divine being, or a first cause but a 

living and present creator God.  We should say of our God “He’s alive”  and we live in 
his world.  If we are trusting, depending on this living God then we should depend on 
him in all areas of life, not just once a week or in ad hoc way. It will mean that we will be 
prayerful people, that is people who talk to God.  If he is alive then we should talk to him 
and we should be looking for ways that he will answer us. 

Living Saviour 
We believe in a living saviour.  The Christian faith gets off the ground when Jesus 

is no longer in it and the cry is “He’s alive.” In so doing his life and teaching are 
vindicated and so a living faith will keep wanting to learn more about who Jesus is, what 
he taught which will happen through studying the Bible either alone or in groups, 
listening to what is taught in Church and also doing the hard work of putting into practice 
his way of life, he ways of humility, service and love.  Living faith will always be seeking 
to be following the example of our crucified saviour. 

Living in us 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who we are reminded in our Romans reading brings 

the love of God within us.  We believe that he’s alive in us.  Not just in your or me but in 
us.  This means that living faith can only truly lived out in community, for this faith 
creates the Church. 

What binds us together is not that we all live in the Hobart are, or that we like a 
particular style of Christian congregational worship although this may be true as well.  
What ultimately ties us together is that we are we share the faith.  Part then of a living 
faith will be wanting to join together with our fellow believers and celebrate our saviour 
and support each other.   

Proclaiming Jesus as Lord creates and builds the community of living faith. 

Lived out Faith 
How are we doing as a community of living faith? 
There are a couple of other matters that we can learn from Romans 5.  You may 

have notice that we have in this passage the wonderful biblical trinity of faith, hope and 
love.  Faith in Jesus leads to certain hope and the knowledge of God’s love in our lives. 
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Paul will go on to show later in the book that such faith, hope and love will change 
our hearts, minds and lives in the ways of practical love. 

Living faith will result the result in profound hope and practical love.  While we are 
looking at them separately, they really are inseparable.  If we are wanting to know if we 
have a living faith we should look for evidence of hope and love, they are ultimately 
inseparable. 

But we also see that these things are things we should be rejoice in, boast in, or 
as we reminded elsewhere we should rejoice in them.  The salvation and hope that we 
have through faith in Jesus should mean that we are thankful people.  If our faith is alive 
we will be grateful, thankful people.  Are you thankful? Do we gather as thankful people? 

Furthermore Paul shows us that such faith will sustain us through difficult times. 
Because we have peace with God now and a certain hope in the future living faith will 
sustain us leading to endurance, character leading to spirit filled hope. 

Living faith is persevering faith. 
It is for this reason that often in our prayer notes on the pewsheet we encourage 

prayer that we would have a grateful attitude and patience in adversity for these are 
markers of living faith. 

I love that we have faithful persevering people her at the Cathedral but as we get 
older it is possible to lose our sense of thankfulness.  How do we regain this, as in all 
things to do with true living faith we come back to Jesus. 

How to have living faith 
I want to suggest another experiment, this time not in black and white or 

imaginary, but one where we all seek to be people of living faith rejoicing in God and in 
Jesus as their saviour to be a church that knows we have peace with God, they we have 
the hope of glory, follow the serving ways of Christ and live in step with the Spirit, and 
let’s see the outcome. 

When Paul looked to the Church he had founded through his proclamation of 
Jesus in Thessalonica he wrote “We always give thanks to God for all of you and 
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your 
work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He looked at that Church and saw living faith. May God so bless this Cathedral 
Church that when people look at this community of faith they will say “It’s alive!” 


