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Sing To the Lord  
Readings: Exodus 15:1-21; Revelation 7:9-18; John 10:22-30 

 
Sing to the Lord for he is highly exalted. 
I wonder do you feel like this, what leads you to praise God, to sing out to the 

Lord? 
As I pondered that question I kept coming back to the Dave Allen Show, that 

staple of 1970s Friday nights on the ABC.  I won’t be able to match his rich Irish accent 
and the details may not be quite right, but I remember he told a story of how a recent 
migrant from the West Indies had gone to church in his new home land.  The clash of 
Church cultures was clear, with constant interjections of “Amen” and “Hallelujah” during 
the service which rather disturbed the priest.  The priest read the story of people of 
Israel crossing the Red Sea and the defeat of Pharaoh’s army.  The new arrival threw 
his arms in the air and shouted “Hallelujah.  Praise God for the miracle of dividing the 
water and saving his people”.  The priest’s patience broke and he thundered back 
“That’s enough of that, we don’t do that here, and moreover recent study has shown that 
rather than cross a divided Red sea it was the reed sea which is only an inch deep.”  
The man looked downcast for a moment and then looked up in wonder and shouted 
again “Hallelujah.”  “Now what?” said the priest.  “Praise God for the miracle of drowning 
Pharaoh’s army in an inch of water.” 

Now it says something of changed times, it’s hard to imagine such a joke being 
told now, or that you could assume that a mass audience would know the story of the 
Exodus well enough to understand it.   

But it also asks which side of the joke are you on? 
Do you ever want praise, to sing to the Lord?  Our reading from Revelation 

reminds us that we will be doing it in eternity but are we doing it now? 
Today as we look at Exodus 14 and particularly 15, as the Israelites praise God 

for their salvation from Egypt and Pharaoh’s army I hope we will all Sing to the Lord  - 
for he is highly exalted. 

RECAPPING THE STORY 

Whilst Dave Allen could assume that everyone knows the story we probably no 
longer have that luxury.  So Previously in Exodus. 

God had by the strength of his hand had brought people out of Egypt guiding 
them by a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night. Yet the Lord leads them into a 
seeming trap, caught between Pharaoh’s army and the Red Sea, for Pharaoh had 
hardened his heart again at the Lord’s prompting, thinking what have we done, and has 
sent out his best forces to bring the people back. 

The people of Israel perhaps understandably start to complain in a wonderful 
Jewish way “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away 
to die in the wilderness?” (14:11)  This won’t be the last time they wish they were back 
in Egypt. 

Moses tells them to see what God will do “The Lord will fight for you, and you 
have only to keep still.” (14:14) The pillar now keeps the two parties apart, Moses 
stretches out his hand as commanded by God and a wind divides the sea.   

The people of Israel cross, but as Pharaoh’s army cross they are thrown into a 
panic, their chariot wheels are clogged, and they are convinced that the Lord is fighting 
against them.  Moses once again stretches out his hand, the waters return and 
Pharoah’s army is drowned and Israel is now truly safe and free.  
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PRAISE IS PERSONAL (1-2) 

The response to this great salvation is to sing.  Whilst there is much discussion of 
the historicity of these events, this Song of Moses about them is indisputably ancient on 
linguistic grounds. It is a very very old song. 

Despite its venerable age there is much we can learn from this first song in the 
Bible.. 

The first thing we see about praise in this passage is that it is personal.  It is 
something that comes from someone who has a personal commitment to God. 

Have a look at verse 2.  The Lord is my strength, my song, my salvation, he is my 
God, the God of my father’s and I will praise him and I will exalt him.  5 possessive 
pronouns, “my”, and two “I”’s.  While this is something that the whole of Israel is 
participating in it is something they do personally, they are all well aware of what God 
has done for them and they want to praise him for it. 

We will not be able to praise God properly if we are just reciting truths, facts with 
which we feel no personal attachment.  We do not praise God for being omniscient, 
omnipotent and omnipresent (all knowing, all powerful, ever present) although he is.  It 
is as we realise that the Lord is our strength, song and salvation that we will praise him 
as we should. 

But praise is also personal in another sense.  God is praised for what he has 
done personally.  Remember when we see the word LORD in the Bible we are looking 
at the Hebrew name for God, “I am who I am” that is the God who is known by what he 
does.  They sing to the Lord because of what he has done for them, the horse and rider 
he has hurled into the sea, that is what God has personally done for these people, that 
is why he is their strength, song and salvation and so they praise him. 

Praise then is rejoicing in what God has personally done for us in person.  Praise 
is personal, we all have to say I will sing to the Lord – For he is highly exalted. 

WE PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE (3-12) 

What God has done is expounded in the next section with God pictured as a 
warrior, fighting for his people.  The dramatic events of the red sea crossing are 
imaginatively and vividly recounted.  The pretensions of the enemy (9) are shown up as 
all that God needs to do is blow his nose (8, 10) and they are all washed up so to speak.  
They rejoice in what God has done for them. 

What God has done for us. 
Now here we may run into a problem.  There will be some who, like in my earlier 

story, doubt whether these events took place as described and if they didn’t happen, 
how can we praise God for them? Also, we may be thinking what have these events to 
do with us, we aren’t the people of Israel who have been rescued from slavery, from an 
evil kingdom, saved from death so why should we praise God? 

I have tried to give some thoughts on history in the pewsheet (repeated at the 
end of the sermon). In short if I believe that God can raise Jesus from the dead then I 
can believe that there are historic reminiscences of God’s mighty acts in these stories. 

But that same belief needs to shape our answer to the latter question, for in that 
triumphant event there are links between the experience of Exodus and our salvation in 
Christ. 

Think of slavery “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, 
you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have 
been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.” (Romans 6:17-18, 
NIV). 

Evil Kingdom’s “For [God the Father] has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, (Colossians 1:13, NIV). 
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Death: “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity 
so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the 
devil-- and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” 
(Hebrews 2:14-15, NIV). 

We, like God’s people of old have been saved from slavery, from an evil kingdom 
and death.  Furthermore like them, we didn’t have to do anything, simply remain still and 
see what God has done for us in Jesus, in his death and resurrection, a greater miracle 
than anything described in Exodus. 

Surely this should move our heart and soul to sing like the gentleman in my 
opening story Hallelujah.  What does it say about what we believe if it does not bring us 
to praise God?  Or do we think we are too civilised and mature to believe such things, 
not believing that God has done these things for us? 

The more we think about what God has done for us the more we will want to 
praise him. 

We should sing to the Lord – for he is highly exalted. 

WE PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE IS GOING TO DO (13-18) 

The last section reminds us that not only do we praise God for what he has done 
but what he will do.  The previous section of the song has ended with the thought that 
there is no other God like Yahweh, the Lord.  He has shown the power of his right arm 
(6, 12), now this same power (16) will complete his work.  God promises a nation, he 
promised to get them out of Egypt so he will bring them to the promised land.  Praising 
God for what he has done brings them confidence for the future. 

Great hymns of our own tradition do this as well, not only praise God for what he 
has done but what he will do for he has made promises of safety and security to us, as 
we heard in Revelation 7 and John 10 and he will do it  Think of Amazing Grace “When 
we have been there ten thousand years …”  True praise will not only lift our spirits but 
will lift our eyes from the troubles that we may be experiencing to the glorious future that 
is in God’s hand for us.  He has promised us eternal life in his son, we in the creed say 
that we believe it, and the same power which saved his people and raised Jesus from 
the dead will bring us home and we need to praise the Lord for it.   

This is not just a good thing to do it is a wise thing to do.  It will fill up our hope 
tanks that will keep us afloat in all the tosses and turns on the sea of life, when the 
waters don’t seem to part of us.  True praise will not only make us joyful but hopeful in 
the true sense of the word, full of hope. 

Let us Sing to the Lord – For he is highly exalted. 

FINAL THOUGHT 

Our praise then is to be personal, it is to be focused on what God has done and what 
God will do.  This is the pattern that we have seen in this very old song and it is a 
pattern well worth following. 

There is much here to challenge us.  But there is a final challenge in this ancient 
poem, its very vibrancy, vitality, joy and hope.  They cannot but sing out, and straight 
after the women do their Salvation Army turn with the tambourines and encourage them 
to start singing again.  Praise flows out of them as they realise what God has done for 
them and what he will do.  It seems so natural for them.  We may think that we are not 
like that, but I am not sure that it is true for anyone, we are made for praise. 

I love this quote from CS Lewis.  “It is not out of compliment that lovers keep on 
telling one another how beautiful they are; the delight is incomplete till it is expressed. It 
is frustrating to have discovered a new author and not to be able to tell anyone how 
good he is; to come suddenly, at the turn of the road, upon some mountain valley of 
unexpected grandeur and then to have to keep silent because the people with you care 
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for it no more than for a tin can in the ditch; to hear a good joke and find no one to share 
it with” (C. S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms [New York: Walker & Co., 1985], p. 95) 

When we buy a great CD we want to tell someone, when we watch a great film we 
want to tell someone.  We have a great God we should want to tell someone. 

As we grasp the wonder of all that our God has done for us then we will want to 
share our feelings with others.  True praise is not a chore, another Christian duty, it is a 
Christian’s joy to share with others, of telling of the wonders of our incomparable God, 
majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders.  But it is something we will 
want to share not only with those here but with all people, this is something we just have 
to share. 

The vibrancy, joy and hopefulness of this ancient song should today challenge us to 
think about how we praise God, and it reminds us that we should in all our lives.   

Sing to the Lord – For he is highly exalted. 
 
 

APPENDIX FURTHER NOTES ABOUT HISTORY 

 
A matter that we have not dealt with in our sermon series on Exodus is that these 

are great and well known indeed truly iconic stories but are they history?  Did these 
events happen? 

This is a complex question.  The stories are told with no great historic detail:  
Pharaohs aren’t named, geographic information is vague and possible dates vary range 
from 1500-1200 BC.  There is no supporting archaeological evidence.  However as one 
scholar has written “This is not to say … that events and persons referred to by Exodus 
are not historical only that we have no historical proof of them.” (Durham, xxv) 

For the modern reader I suggest there are two big issues about historicity.  Firstly, 
the presence of the miraculous: burning bush, staff to snake, plagues, waters dividing, 
manna in the wilderness just to name a few.  Secondly, the description of God as 
warrior who fights for his people, bringing death and judgement to their enemies. 

For many, these issues mean that the stories of Exodus are just that, stories, from 
which we can learn but do not refer to actual events.  I’m not convinced that we should 
rush to such a conclusion.   

For Christians at the centre of our faith is belief that, as an historical event Jesus 
rose from the dead.  This means firstly that we believe in the miraculous.  If God can 
raise the dead then burning bushes and water dividing are surely possible.   

Secondly, this means we believe in a God who acted in history.  God has revealed 
himself to us as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and Jesus believes in the 
God of the Old Testament, the God who brought his people out of Egypt and into Israel.  
Jesus refers to events of the Exodus (John 3:14, 6:32) and at the Transfiguration 
speaks with Moses.  Jesus believed in the God of Exodus. 

I believe then we have good grounds for believing that behind the narratives of the 
Exodus there is an historical core.  The stories are clearly told not for historical purposes 
but theological, but the theology only stands if the events happened. 

Lastly, whilst in Jesus we see God more clearly, he still is one who triumphs over 
enemies, bringing salvation to his people saving them from judgement. Whilst we can be 
sure that the God of all the earth will do what is right, Exodus reminds us of the 
seriousness of opposing God, ultimately it remains an issue of life and death. 


