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Who Are You? Exodus 3-4 
Exodus 3:1-15; Acts 7:30-36; Luke 9:28-36 

 
“Who are you?” 
There can be few more challenging questions, especially if the word “really” is 

added to the question.  “Who are you, really?  How would we answer the question 
“Who am I, really?” 

Today as we look at Exodus 3 & 4 we will ask with Moses “Who am I” but first 
perhaps presumptuously we will ask that question of God. 

WHO IS GOD?  I AM 

This is basically the question that Moses asks God in 3:13 “What is your 
name?” a question about the essential nature of God. God will gives his answer in v14 
-15 but as the chapter progresses the question is already being answered. 

A God who appears 
Firstly we need to note that God appears, he makes himself known to Moses. 

God takes the initiative in this encounter, he calls Moses and it is he who sets the 
agenda.  This God of the Exodus is an initiating God.  All that will happen happens 
because God takes the initiative.  This is underlined in that this God appears in the 
most unexpected place.  It is the presence of God which make this place holy, not that 
God appears because it is a holy place. God is not tied to a particular place, he is free 
and so free to enter history to bring salvation to his people.  This is the part of 
Stephens point in our New Testament reading from Acts 7, God can act outside of 
holy places, the Temple, holy lands, Israel.  God is free to appear wherever he 
choses, and graciously he does chose to do so. 

A God with a history 
The God in this chapter is also a God with a history, he has already had 

dealings with Moses’ people, you may have picked up the repeated reference to God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (3:6, 15, 16; 4:5).  This is not a new God but the God of 
the forefathers. 

A God who will keep his promises 
This leads directly to the next point, he is the God who keeps his promises, 

God is going to bring salvation to his people in fulfilment of the promises to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob to bring them to the land (v8 cf Genesis 15:20).  It is because of the 
history that this God has with his people that there is hope for the future. 

The “I Am”: A God who reveals himself 
So we know all this when Moses asks God who he is, he wants to know what 

new revelation he may be bringing to the people of Israel.  When God has acted in 
Genesis he comes be known by a new name, God of Hosts, God Almighty etc.  God’s 
answer here is enigmatic at best.  “I am who I am” and then more simply “I am”. 

This does not seem to be a very helpful answer and must have been a touch 
frustrating to Moses.  There is much fruitful study could be done on these verses, they 
invite theological and philosophical reflection and certainly much academic ink has 
been spilt on them. 

But it seems best to me to see that God  is saying “You will see who I am by 
what I have done, do and will do, that is who I am”  This is supported as God goes on 
to say that he will be known as the God who will bring them out of Egypt, and this is 
the name he gives himself when he meets the people back on this mountain.  “I am 
the God who bought you out of Egypt.” (20:2)  You will know me by what I do. 
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The answer to who is God is to look at what he says and does. 
All of these points remind us that Christianity as well as the faith of the Old 

Testament is a faith that is based on revelation, a God who has revealed himself to 
his people.  It is hard to overestimate how important this is to grasp.  Many, many 
religions are based on discovering God, we may even want to say inventing a god or 
god’s.  I have often had people disagree with me about a view of God.  When I have 
asked them why they say they feel God would simply not be like this. 

This is not Christianity.   
Our faith is not in a God of imagination, invention, ideas, ideology, idolatry, 

even idiosyncrasy.  All of these start with “I”, both linguistically and philosophically, 
with me, what I think or feel about God.  Christianity is about the real God who is “Is”, 
the “I Am”, the capital “I” from whom all things come, and who has revealed himself to 
us in history.  The God revealed himself to Moses, but ultimately he revealed himself 
fully in Jesus Christ, his Son, the one who said “I am”, I am the light of the world, I am 
the way the truth and the life. 

This is the real God that we worship and all the many God’s that may be 
imagined to be in heaven are not worth the one in the bush. 

WHO AM I? 

The passage not only helps us understand who God is but also forces us to 
think about who we are.  For we see not just that God reveals himself he also reveals 
that he calls us to be part of his story and mission. 

Moses Experience 
This is certainly true for Moses.  I think that the start of this chapter is actually 

rather funny.  Moses, in the midst of a rather boring job, desperate for anything to 
relieve the tedium, spots a bush doing something odd and goes to investigate.  Rather 
unexpectedly the bush starts speaking to him.  Perhaps even more strangely Moses 
talks back, I’m not sure that is how I would have responded to a shrub that thought we 
were on first name terms.  I would have been looking for the how this trick was being 
done.  Moses, though, realises it is God. 

Now think how Moses would have felt as God started to speak to him (Ex 3:7-
9).  God has heard the cry of his people, that’s great. God is going to rescue his 
people from slavery, fantastic.  More than that he is going to keep his promise to bring 
them to the Promised Land, what could be better?  Moses would have felt elated, on 
top of the world.  It is great to get good news.  This week my daughter, Sarah became 
engaged to David, her long time boyfriend, this is great news, George and I are very 
happy about it.  But this is even better news.  Moses would be feeling great. 

But then things take an unexpected turn.  “So, come, I will send you to Pharaoh 
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:10, NRSV).  Moses is 
called by God to carry this plan out. 

Moses is not particularly thrilled with this turn of events, to say the least, in fact 
he spends the next two chapters trying to show God that this really is not a good plan, 
not a good plan at all.  “Who am I to do this?” (3:11) 

Moses feels exposed before God, he feels revealed, he has a look at who he 
is, really, doesn’t like what he sees and knows that God must have made some kind 
of error here.  Do you note that God doesn’t disagree with Moses.  God doesn’t say, 
no, really you’re great, you’re amazing, believe in yourself.  Rather God simply says in 
verse 12 “I will be with you.” 

That Moses continues to argue the point points us to Moses real problem. He 
does not trust God.  We may perhaps think that what would really help our faith would 
be God appearing to us, if we could wander into the garden and the rhododendron 
started a conversation.  What such a situation does to Moses is show his lack of faith.  
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Here is God’s chosen redeemer, the chosen instrument of salvation for God’s people 
trying everything to wriggle out of it. 

We cannot help but come forward in God’s saving purposes to Jesus where we 
have another redeemer, instrument of salvation.  Moses cries out send someone else 
to do it.  Ultimately God did send another, he sent Jesus.  Jesus like Moses would 
prefer not to go through with the plan, in the Garden of Gethsemane he calls on God 
to be rescued but in the end shows his great trust in God by saying “Your will not 
mine.” 

Where Moses had failed Jesus goes through with it, we cannot but give thanks 
to God that our saviour carried on. 

Who are we? 
But such a helpful piece of biblical theology doesn’t let us off the hook.  We are 

unlikely to ever be called like Moses to be a great redeemer saviour but God does call 
us by name and he still carries out his purposes through his people, we are to go into 
the world to make disciples.  Moses is right to ask, “who am I that I may do God’s 
work”.  But that is the Lord’s plan and Jesus reminds us that he is with us always to 
the very end of the age.     

It is God’s choosing of us that makes us worthy, and his presence that makes 
us able not anything in ourselves.  Yet God calls each of us to bring glory to him by 
what we do.  I wonder what excuses we may use to avoid working for God.  Many of 
them may be like those of Moses. 

Inadequate (3:11) 
We may feel inadequate, who are we, but the Bible says that we all have gifts 

that are of use for the building up of God’s people.  Who are we going to trust? 
Too Old 
We may feel too old, Moses doesn’t use this one but it is worth pointing out that 

he was 80 at the time.  We are never too old to be of use to God, or too old to pray. 
What Power (4:1) 
Moses wondered what power he may have and God gives him a couple of 

party tricks.  We may wish that we had such things.  But God has shown his power in 
our lives in bringing us from darkness to light and the changes that he brings to our 
lives, these are what we can show people, the power of transformed lives, and of 
course we can point people to the resurrection. 

Disability (4:10) 
There may be some disability that we have.  Moses appealed to his inability to 

speak well.  God never disagreed with him he just pointed out that as creator he could 
probably do something about that.  God can equip us for what he calls us to do. 

Not a good enough Christian 
I have often heard this comment made.  It is worth pointing out the Moses 

doesn’t come out of this passage very well.  We are talking about a murderer, who is 
more concerned with arguing with God than doing what God wants.  Later in the 
passage he doesn’t tell his father in law plainly what he is doing and in very strange 
incident at the end of chapter 4, (the meaning of which seems opaque to all) that great 
pillar of the Jewish faith Moses, hasn’t even circumcised his own children!  Moses 
does not sound like a great paragon of the faith.  The issue is not are we a “good 
Christian” but do we trust God.  We don’t have to be great in the faith to be of service, 
but rather we need to have faith in our Great and Gracious God. 

Just Don’t Want To Do It (4:13) 
Perhaps we may be like Moses when he finally just pleads send someone else.  

We don’t want to do it, perhaps don’t see the need.  We must remember all that God 
has done for us and trust him. 
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CONCLUSION 

Our passage has asked “Who are you?” of God and we have seen that he is 
the God who reveals himself as saviour and redeemer and calls us to be part of this 
great work, which asks of us “Who are we?”  Are we willing to get on board knowing 
the he is with us or will we be like Moses and just make excuses. 

Moses I am sure would have dreamed about God doing something to save his 
people, he just didn’t realise that he had a part, that he had to be involved.  We may 
have dreams of what God could do here at St. David’s, in Hobart, in our diocese.  The 
best way to make dreams come true is to wake up and get going. 

Who are you, and what are you going to do. 


