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The Wait of Glory  
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:5 

 
In our Epistle reading today Paul says, "this slight momentary affliction is 

preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure" (4:17) 
These are beautiful words, for some well known words, perhaps inspiring words.  

They speak of his attitude to the difficulties that he had experienced 
But are they words that we can take as our own?  Do we think of the trials and 

tribulations as light momentary afflictions?  Do we even think of the idea of future glory, 
let alone compare our current situation with such a coming blessed state? 

These words ask us have we become so focussed on this world and this life that 
it’s attractions mean that glory will have to wait, and its afflictions so serious that no 
weight of glory counter balances them? 

Paul has been speaking of all the difficulties he has experienced as he fulfilled 
his ministry of speaking to people about the Lord Jesus.  He has spoken of being 
afflicted, perplexed, struck down and suffering like Jesus did.  But is he downhearted, 
No, No, No, as the old song goes. 

We will see that an old song is part of his thinking but he is looking forward to 
singing a glorious brand new tune. 

Paul has much to teach us that will both comfort and be a challenge us as we 
consider the weight of glory, so let's not wait and get into the text. 

LIVING IN FAITH (4:13-15) 

At the start of Chapter 4 Paul has said that he and his ministry team do not lose 
heart for the treasure of the gospel of Jesus which they carry sustains them, it gives 
them life as they bring a life bringing message to others.  It is this faith that sustains him, 
not just a faith, or his faith, but this faith, something quite specific as we shall see. 

Psalm 116 
As Paul reflects on how God has sustained him he reflects on an old song which 

we know as Psalm 116.  In this Psalm a believer is comforted as he remembers how his 
God has heard his cry for salvation, which not only strengthens him but reminds him that 
he should worship God with his fellow believers. 

Focused on Christ's Resurrection 
This situation fits perfectly with Paul's current situation, just as the Psalmist 

believed and spoke so will he. In the midst of all his trials he remembers what is at the 
heart of his salvation and his faith. 

"we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, 
and will bring us with you into his presence." v14. 

All that is to follow flows from this central conviction, the resurrection of Jesus.  
We will not understand Paul at all if we miss this.  For Paul, the cross and resurrection 
of Jesus had turned his world around and upside down.  Perhaps the Dark Festival 
crosses may remind people that this is what the cross does. 

Paul was convinced as were all the early Christians that Jesus of Nazareth had 
died, but having been dead God had raised him to life and made him Lord of his coming 
kingdom.  In so doing God had given a preview of what his intention was for all his 
people. 

I don't know about you but one of the things I really like about going to the cinema 
is seeing the "Coming Soon's" where you get a sneak peak of what's going to come.  
Paul is reminding us that the resurrection of Jesus is a sneak peak of what is to come 
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when God's kingdom fully comes.  The resurrection of Jesus is not only our salvation it 
is our future. 

God's purposes will not be thwarted. 
But this comes with more than a hopeful picture of the future, it comes with a 

promise.  To continue the "Coming Soon" idea these often start with "From the people 
who brought you Oceans 9 3/4 comes …"  Paul is saying from the God who brought 
Jesus from the dead, is the promise of your future.  God's purposes cannot and will not 
be thwarted.  It is certain and it is for his glory. 

For God's Glory 
We should also note that Paul is keen to remind us that this promise is not just 

for individuals.  The resurrection of Jesus brings hope to each of us and to all of us, God 
will raise us all and bring us into Jesus presence.  Why?  The Psalmist looked to praise 
God in the presence of God's people for the salvation he had received from God, and 
that is what Paul is looking forward to, more and more people giving thanks to God for 
what he has done for what he has done for them in Jesus.  We start the praise of 
heaven now.  This is Paul's faith, a faith we can and should share. And because we 
believe, we should speak and we should sing. 

LOOKING FORWARD IN HOPE (4:16-18) 

Given this firm faith based on the historic reality of the resurrection it is no 
surprise that Paul can say in v16, "So we do not lose heart." 

Whatever may happen to us now Is a light momentary affliction compared to the 
weight of glory beyond all measure, the wonder of being part of the resurrection of God's 
kingdom. 

Paul can talk of the outer being or nature wasting away, something we may be 
able identify with, but our inner being is being strengthened by this hope. 

More than that, Paul says that these afflictions prepare us for this glory, perhaps 
because they push us not to focus on this world and its ways but on God's coming 
kingdom. 

So do we think about this glory? 
One of the great joys of my job is taking weddings.  As I get to know the couple 

and speak with them about the big day there are many things they have to go through, 
particularly the bride, many trials and tribulations.  But then on the day, there is the 
glorious bride.  All the trials now forgotten.   That is the kind of idea here.  Paul 
elsewhere compares it to the trials of labour and the glory of having a child, but that's 
more my father's territory than mine.  But the weight of glory beyond all measure awaits 
us all in Christ.  It is the glory of new creation, the glory of being revealed as God's 
children, the glory of "Well done good and faithful servant" 

Some correctives. 
I wonder if that idea excites you as it clearly did Paul?   
I wonder if you think that perhaps it is illusory, a false hope? If so the language of 

"we look at what is not seen" may not encourage you.  For others it may sound as if 
Paul is saying what really matters is spiritual things rather than physical things. 

We should be clear what Paul is saying.  Firstly he does want to remind us that 
we do not trust in things which can be seen as worldly things.  That is not where our 
glory and our hope are.  For the things of this world are temporary.  Our job, our good 
looks, our family, our home, our Cathedral, all of these are temporary.  Any glory they 
have is passing.  If we look to these we will certainly lose heart.  If we feel we have no 
glory at all then glory is coming soon. 

Paul is dealing with those who claim to be better than he is because of outward 
things, money, skill.  He wants people to see beyond things seen to unseen things. 

But Paul's comparison is not between physical (bad) and spiritual (good), down 
below and up above.  Remember his model is the resurrection of Jesus, it is between 
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the world that we now see, and the world which is to come, the new heavens and new 
earth that we do not yet see but of which Jesus says is coming soon.  What is not seen 
is not so much about looking up as looking forward.  We are to look to the "coming 
soon" for that is what will sustain us and help us re-evaluate our life and adversities 
now. 

In the resurrection of Jesus we see it is not a false hope and that we are not 
talking about a purely spiritual existence but resurrection existence. 

DWELLING NOT MADE WITH HANDS (5:1-5) 

A problem with "coming soon's" is that they are a bit of tease and they don't give 
all the information we want, and the resurrection of Jesus doesn't answer all our 
questions about what this weighty glory will be. 

Even Paul seems to struggle as he tries to describe flipping between images of 
buildings, clothes and food. 

His basic comparison is between the flimsiness of a tent as opposed to a 
permanence of a building, and in this case a house made by God.  The more we 
experience the flimsiness of the tent, the more we long for the coming of God's kingdom 
and our new dwelling, our new body which will go over the old and then be swallowed (I 
did warn of mixed metaphors).   

We need to remember that Paul is talking here about not a bodily earthly 
existence and then a heavenly spiritual existence but two different kinds of body. 

If we pull this apart, Paul's understanding is that when God's kingdom comes 
those who are alive will receive their new building body.  But those who have died are 
unclothed and as he will say in the next section "at home with the Lord".  There they will 
rest in peace but look forward to rising in glory with their new house not made with 
hands, which is exactly what happened to Jesus. 

Although this may stretch our minds we can be confident because all of this is 
God's work, and he not only has prepared all this for us but he has given us his Holy 
Spirit as a guarantee. 

No wonder that Paul starts the very next sentence with "So we are always 
confident."  Given the future that God has shown us in Jesus and guaranteed us by the 
Spirit what ever may be happening to us now, or may happen to us in this life they 
incomparable to what God has for us, so we should not lose heart. 

WHILE WE WAIT 

We have a glorious hope, we should not lose heart. 
So what is the value of this Jesus centred, Spirit guaranteed hope while we wait. 
Paul will go on to show how as we look to this destination it impacts how we live 

now, we make it our aim to please him now.  It may be that one of the reasons that we 
don't long for the kingdom is that we don't seek to live by its values now.  The more we 
live the life of the cross the stronger will be the longing for the resurrection, the more we 
live the life of self giving, the more we will long to receive our heavenly dwelling, the 
more we serve the more glorious it will seem, and the more prepared for glory we will 
be. 

Finally, the idea of a glorious future should impact how we treat each other.  CS 
Lewis gave a famous sermon on the Weight of Glory in 1942.  In its perhaps most 
famous section he says, "There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a 
mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to 
ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, 
and exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors." 

He points out that how we deal with people helps them to one of those destinies. 
Whilst we wait for the weight of glory we should be waiting on each other, serving those 
who by God's grace can share the same glorious future. 


