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What So Special About Ascension? 
Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; John 17:6-19: 

 
I wonder if you did anything special last Thursday.  Certainly by the end of the 

day it was special with all sorts of rain coming down.  But in the Christian calendar last 
Thursday was Ascension Day a day set aside 40 days after Easter to celebrate Jesus 
ascension, his return to heaven, when Jesus goes up to reign.  Yet I suspect mainly 
because it happens every year on a Thursday we give little thought to the idea, and 
don’t treat it as special (although I’m told by a reliable source that it is celebrated with 
some gusto in Indonesia!) 

Our prayer book certainly thinks of it as a special day giving it it’s own prayer and 
readings.  St Augustine one of the theological fathers of the Church considered it as 
important as Good Friday, Easter and Pentecost.  More importantly our scriptures point 
to its importance.  So in Luke 9:51 says  “When the days drew near for him to be taken 
up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”  As Jesus looks forward he sees through his 
death and resurrection to his ascension.  If Jesus thought of it that way it would do us 
well to consider what is so special about the Ascension. 

In so doing we start a short series looking at what is so special about Pentecost 
and the Trinity, but firstly the Ascension and let me start with the Collect or prayer for 
Ascension Day. 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that as we believe your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, 
and with him continually dwell; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

One of the great things I like about Ascension Day is that it gives a chance to say 
the word ‘thither’ (go there) which along with ‘hither’ (come here) is not something we 
say all that often.  But much more important as our heart and minds go thither to where 
Jesus has gone we will see confidence, comfort and hope come hither. 

JESUS IS THE KING - CONFIDENCE 
One of the reason I suspect that we don’t think about the Ascension very much is 

that everything seems to have been celebrated during the Easter period.  Jesus died for 
our sins on Good Friday so that we could be forgiven and rose again on the Sunday so 
that we can have the hope of heaven.  What more is there to say.  Well frankly a lot. 

Whilst it is wonderful to celebrate the forgiveness of sins that Jesus won for us 
and rejoice in the hope of the resurrection there is a danger if this is all we think about of 
making these events only personal as if God is only interested saving individuals.  His 
interests are far wider and higher than that. 

The Big Story 
The whole story of the Bible can be viewed as the story of God’s kingdom and 

God’s plans to establish both his kingdom and his king.  We see this throughout the Old 
Testament that God’s purposes are not just for his people Israel but through them to 
bring the whole world into his kingdom and under his king (as we looked at last week.) 

If you look at what Jesus is doing in his ministry whilst it is wonderfully and 
beautifully personal in the way that he deals with those he interacts with, the stories that 
he tells are usually about the Kingdom of God and often about a coming King.  Mark 
could summarise his ministry as a call to repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.  His 
trial is all about whether he is God’s promised King, the King of God’s kingdom.  And 
while all reject him God in raising him from the dead is declaring him to be the king.  
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So Paul at the beginning of Romans speaks about the gospel God promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his 
earthly life was a descendant of David,  and who through the Spirit of holiness was 
appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  (Romans 1:3-4) 

We can see this in the language used described the events of the Ascension as 
it speaks of Jesus ascending in clouds.  In Daniel 7 the Prophet “saw one like a son of 
man coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him.  To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.”  With the Ascension this has come 
to pass. God’s great plan of his kingdom has reached a new level 

This is language of Jesus becoming King, this is what is underlined on the day of 
Ascension.  Easter Day is when he gets the job, Ascension is when he is inaugurated, 
when he takes office, when he takes his seat at the right hand of God. 

Do we have a big enough view of Jesus. 
Ascension should then ask us if we have a big enough view of Jesus.  I suspect 

that many of us certainly in how it impacts our lives have a small and contained view of 
Jesus. He has dealt with our sin problem, given us the promise of eternal life and so we 
can to all intents and purpose ignore him.  We have a Jesus who is small enough that 
he could fit on a cross around our neck when he rather should dominate our view like 
the Jesus in Rio.  Maybe rather than a cable car we should get one of those.  But even 
that is not big enough. 

Consider the way which Paul thinks about Jesus.  We have heard in Ephesians 
that God has seated Jesus at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the 
present age but also in the one to come.” (Ephesians 1:20-21). 

We could think of how in Philippians Paul says that God exalted [Christ Jesus] to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:9-11) 

We could look at the start of Colossians or the whole book of Revelation where 
lamb who is slain sits of the throne of history.  Ascension calls on us to thither ascend 
and consider the one who sits on the throne.  And having done so we should worship 
and so join the worship of heaven. 

Now there is of course challenge here but there is also great comfort for we know 
who is ultimately on the throne.  We have had some excitement in our local Parliament 
over who will sit in the big chair with some skulduggery going on behind the scenes.  
Ultimately there is no debate, there is no rebellion, Jesus is on the throne, he is in 
charge and we can have confidence in him. 

In the midst of a world that can seem bewildering and when our church can seem 
under attack and old certainties are dissolving we can have confidence in Jesus. 

Furthermore Paul reminds us in Ephesians the same power that raised Jesus to 
that exalted status is at work in us to sustain us as we are his people here on earth. 

JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST - COMFORT 

Finished work 
The book of Hebrews that is based on the idea of the ascension or exaltation of 

Jesus and it gives us more to think about regarding ascension.  Early on the writer says 
“After [The Son] had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven.” (Hebrews 1:3) 

Sitting down is important.  Some of you are probably looking forward to me sitting 
down, because it will mean that I have finished.  It is good to have finished a task and 
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then sit down. That is the point here, Jesus has finished his work of dealing with sin and 
now reigns in heaven 

Interceding for us 
But there is another task that Jesus has for us. Hebrews memorably portrays 

Jesus as our great high priest who is perfectly qualified not only to deal once and for all 
with our sin, but to intercede for us with God.   The writer says “Therefore he is able to 
save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to 
intercede for them.” (Hebrews 7:25, NIV). 

Paul picks up the same idea in Romans  “Who is he that condemns? Christ 
Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and 
is also interceding for us.” (Romans 8:34, NIV). 

Just as Jesus prayed for his disciples during his earthly ministry, he prays for us 
now. 

There is something wonderful about having someone one the inside who has the 
ear of authority.  The old “it’s not what you know but who you know.” 

Well that true when it comes to prayer, we know the one who intercedes for us.  
More than that Jesus is perfectly qualified to do so.  He knows all about our life, he 
knows about suffering, pain, joy, laughter, loneliness, fractured relationships, tiredness, 
disappointment, friendships and so one.  Jesus intercedes for us as one who knows all 
about our life, as we pray to thither we can remember that he has been hither.  I find 
that wonderful comforting, Jesus is not only king, he is our great high priest, we have 
true access to God so we can as the writer of Hebrews will say later “draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings” 

So do we?  Or do we just focus on our problems hither and forget to take them 
thither.  Let us not dither or we will wither, rather let us cast all our cares on God 
knowing that he cares for us and that Jesus intercedes for us. 

JESUS PROPHECIED RETURN: HOPE 
So the Ascension reminds us that Jesus is our King and that he is our priest and 

I’d love to say that it also reminds us that he is our prophet, to use that well known triplet 
of Prophet, Priest and King but it doesn’t quite fit.  But it does remind us that prophecies 
about Jesus will be fulfilled. 

On the day of the Ascension the disciples who are straining their necks are told 
by angels  “This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

This what we pray for when we say the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus come hither, as we 
work for God’s kingdom here. 

The one who reigns in heaven will one day reign over God’s restored creation, 
that is our sure hope and that will sustain us now. 

CONCLUSION 
Remembering the Ascension, Jesus our King and Priest will give us confidence, 

comfort and strength, things we all need in the midst of life with its struggles and 
difficulties 

Ascending thither with Christ will not make us so heavenly minded to be of no 
earthly use but will strengthen us and give us confidence and comfort as we grow as his 
disciples hither. 

 
We should as we will sing in our final hymn  
Hail the day that sees him rise, 
to his throne above the skies; 
Christ, a while to mortals given, 
enters now the highest heaven.        Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 


