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What’s so special about … Pentecost? 
Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 
 
Questions have been abounding in recent days with “What on earth is the Church 

up to?”  and comments like “They are going to sell off our history and abandon Church 
traditions.” 

The festival of Pentecost is a good time to consider those questions and 
comments because it pushes us to look back in history to consider what are we doing 
and what place should our traditions have.  And as we ask “What’s so special about 
Pentecost?” we will reflect on the place of our buildings and our traditions. 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

At the end of Luke’s Gospel Jesus has been raised and said repentance and 
forgiveness are going to be preached in his name to all nations. 

It is worth us pondering at this point that this is God’s plan for the growth of his 
kingdom, his plan to include all nations. Indeed his plan for the whole of creation is 
focused around this small group of believers, we are told there are about 120 of them at 
this stage. (Acts 1:15).  There isn’t a plan B, it will be through this group, what we call 
the Church, that God’s purposes are to be fulfilled. Clarifies the mind as to what we are 
to be about! 

We have had part of Acts 2 read today but I hope that you will take time at some 
point today to read the whole chapter.  The events of that Pentecost in Jerusalem 
remind us of the nature of this mission. 

Spirit Powered 
Firstly, we are reminded that it is inspired and powered by the Holy Spirit.  The 

disciples had been told by Jesus not to start the mission until power from heaven had 
come up on them.  This dramatically happens on the day of Pentecost.  Whilst the 
details are hard to describe, with wind and fire the effect is dramatic.  The disciples now 
filled with the Holy Spirit are able to communicate to those who have gathered in 
Jerusalem from all over the then known world.  This is a sign that God’s universal 
mission has begun. Peter reminds those gathered that God’s people will no longer be 
racially bound for his Spirit will be poured out on all flesh and everyone, regardless of 
race, who calls on the Lord will be saved. 

Reflection 
There is so much more that could be said here but at the very least we are 

reminded that to be involved in the Church, to get involved in God’s mission is not a 
natural activity, it is a supernatural activity.  It is the Holy Spirit that will equip, empower 
and sustain us in the mission that God has called us to. 

Do we think enough about this?  If not what on earth are we doing because we 
will only be doing earthly things which will not be working towards God’s work. 

If I simply get into this pulpit and say things that I think are good and wise it will 
do little that is ultimately good.  I need to be praying that God by his Spirit will be taking 
my words and applying them to people’s hearts. 

If we gather week by week with little expectation that the Spirit will work in us, 
empower us to bring people to salvation and for us to live out that salvation what on 
earth are we doing? 

Are we praying before we gather for God’s Spirit to be at work? I need to be so 
much better at this, but I suspect I’m not alone. 

You can join our prayer breakfast, join us for morning prayer, it doesn’t matter 
how but please join me in praying for God to equip and empower us for his work and so 
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that people will call on the name of the Lord and be saved.  Note the focus in the 
passage on all of us being involved, the Spirit fell on all. Peter quotes Joel saying the 
Spirit will be poured out on all, not some, not the leaders but all.  Are you wanting that, 
looking for that, praying for that? 

Jesus Centred 
The events of Pentecost though not only remind us that our mission is Spirit 

empowered but it is to be Jesus centred.  As Peter continues his sermon it is all about 
who Jesus is, and it says some very specific things about Jesus. 

• He is the man of Nazareth. 
• The one foretold by prophets 
• Attested to by mighty works and wonders 
• Crucified by Jewish leaders and Roman authorities. 
• Resurrected by God 
• Raised to the right hand of God, the Father 
• Who pours out the Holy Spirit on his followers. 
• He is both Christ and Lord. 
Peter is showing his hearers that now to call on the name of the Lord, is to call on 

the name of Jesus.  Jesus the man of Nazareth, is now Lord, seated at the right hand of 
God. 

Reflection 
We see here the building blocks of the doctrine of the Trinity, but that’s next 

week.  For now we need to see that the Spirit empowered mission is all about Jesus.  
Jesus sends the Spirit; the Spirit inspires proclamation about Jesus so that people will 
come to Jesus to be saved. 

We should not be ashamed to proclaim Jesus as Lord, he is not at the heart of 
what we do and who we are as Christians he is the heart, he could not be more central.  
And not just any old conception of Jesus rather it is about this Jesus, who live, died and 
was raised and now sits at the right hand of God.  The Jesus of history who is also the 
Lord of history. 

He is also our Saviour, which we remember week by week as we partake in 
breaking bread together. 

At the centre of all we do as the Church we should be speaking of, pointing too, 
leading too and worshiping Jesus. 

The response of those who heard Peter was for 3000 people to repent. We will 
have to repent where we have not made Jesus central to what we do as the Church for 
empowered by the Spirit we are to proclaim Jesus as Lord. 

Community of sacrificial disciples 
Lastly the outcome of this Spirit empowered mission focused on Jesus is a 

community of sacrificial disciples.  The salvation of which this passage tells is not just 
some eternal insurance plan but rather is to be lived out now in self-giving community.  
As the infant church devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching, the breaking of bread 
and prayers a remarkable community was born where they shared all their goods so 
there were none with need, they shared their food, and they shared great joy and 
worship and they grew as they were open to all. 

Reflection 
This is a great model of the kind of community which all churches should be, and 

oh that it were so.  It shows that Christianity is not a personal thing still less a private 
thing but rather an active life changing, life giving and life enhancing lived out in 
community.  This is salvation lived out, this is what we are made for. 

Do you long for the Cathedral community to be this, then pray that the Spirit 
would be at work, live as a disciple of Jesus and this is the growing community that will 
be built.  
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But note there is a cost, it is about giving and generosity, it is about sacrifice.  
This is what we pray each week as our services closes that we would be living 
sacrifices, that we would be willing to give up ourselves to live and work to the glory of 
God. 

The Church after Pentecost holds up an example of what that looks like and the 
mirror in which to see ourselves. 

I love what I see often in our community but we have a long way to go. 

Conclusion 
What on earth is the Church up to?  Pentecost reminds us that we are supposed 

to be involved in a spirit powered, Jesus focused sacrificial disciple community mission.  
This is our history. 

When we understand this we can see that the proposed changes in our Diocese 
are not abandoning our history, but recognising that this understanding of the Church 
had already been abandoned, with a debilitating effecting on the health of the Church. 

Obviously in the news at the moment is the issue of buildings.  The events of 
Pentecost may actually have something to teach us here. 

As Luke’s Gospel ends, he tells us that the early disciples stayed continually in 
the temple praising God (Luke 24:53).  After Pentecost we are told that this now much 
larger group “spent much time together in the temple.” 

They spent a lot of time in the Temple so it seems to me where they are gathered 
in one place, is the Temple, it explains why there are so many people around and how 
Peter can talk to them by just standing up.  (Hard to see how 120 believers could fit in 
an upper room let alone 3000.) 

Luke then is helping us see that the early believers loved the Temple, gathered, 
worshipped, learned and prayed in their beloved temple, but when it comes to what the 
Church is at its core, the location is not important, the building is not at the core of the 
nature of the Church, rather it is a spirit filled, Jesus centred community of sacrificial 
disciples who go out from the Temple to take the gospel to the world. 

So I deeply love our building, I think we have fine godly traditions, but if they get 
in the way of the main task we are in danger.  I don’t say this to diminish the pain that 
those in parishes who are losing Church building are feeling, which is profound, but to 
help us think clearly about our task as the Church. 

But for most of us I don’t think the issue primarily is being overly attached to 
buildings, it is self-centredness. 

We view Church whether it be the gathering, the service or the building from our 
perspective, whether it suits us and makes us comfortable.  Such things are fine but 
when they make us resist the push of the Spirit to mission, deny the Lordship of Jesus, 
and blight the community with inward focus, division and ultimately lifeless traditions 
then the Church is doomed.  Sadly, this story is all too common in Churches but 
Churches are made up of individuals 

Are you looking for the Spirit to change you and perhaps change the Cathedral, 
are you looking to make Jesus more central in your life, are you looking to follow in his 
ways of self-giving love?  Do you long for this to be a community that proclaims Jesus 
as Lord, building a community of living faith, profound hope and practical love so that we 
may see the Lord add to our number those who are being saved? 

I pray that this Pentecost we will see what is so special about this festival, that it 
will make us long to be a Spirit empowered, Jesus centred community of sacrificial 
disciples.  Then people may still ask what on earth are we doing but they will want to be 
a part of it. 


