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The Common Good 
Readings: 1Kings 3:3-14; Philippians 2:3-11 

 
Even if it said that there is only one poll that matters, polls seem be beloved in 

modern politics.  So in preparing for this service I conducted a poll of sorts.  I asked a 
wide variety of people what I should say to our assembled State politicians.  And the 
results of the survey are that people will use the most extraordinary language in 
answering a priest.   

The basic gist of the responses as many of them are unquotable in this context 
was do the job that you were elected to do, with not a lot of belief that this is likely to 
happen.  A much more rigorous poll by Roy Morgan last year showed that only 17% of 
Australians rated Politicians both State and Federal as high or very high when it came to 
honesty and ethics!1  Nurses topped the poll, which suggested that perhaps we should 
have a parliament of paramedics but removing more nurses from our hospitals would 
not be good for our beleaguered health system. 

Now, I have to recognise that this same survey was not happy reading for my 
profession.  The figures for politicians has been fairly static at just under 20% for 40 
years.  But unsurprisingly in the current climate the image of Ministers of Religion has 
basically halved from 60% to just over 30% and ethics and honesty is our job.  At least 
we’re still above bankers and financial planners and at the present rate will be for some 
time. 

So today we have the increasingly untrustworthy speaking to the confirmed 
untrustworthy to whom the electors of Tasmania have just entrusted their common good.  
This may not seem like a promising start for an address but it is the idea of the common 
good where we may find t a way forward. 

THE COMMON GOOD 

I hope that it goes without saying that politics should aim for the common good, 
but it perhaps is worth reminding ourselves that this what the electorate of Tasmania 
has voted for whoever they voted for.  I hope that the common good is what originally 
got you involved in politics, a desire to make things better. 

Certainly, it is from a biblical point of view.  Solomon as he considers being the 
king knows that he needs wisdom so that he can discern between good and evil so he 
can govern the people.  He wants wisdom so he can discern the common good. 

Paul as he gives the clearest teaching in the Bible about the relationship between 
the Church and secular authorities says that they are for a community’s good, to 
approve the good and punish the bad. (Romans 13:3-4) 

The common good is also at the heart of the Christian social ethic.  Jesus gives 
us many ethical instructions but the two fundamental ones are that his followers are to 
love their neighbours as themselves, and, the more radical than often thought, do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you.  The end of the Good Samaritan parable is 
not think positively about others but “Go and do likewise”, a call to act for the common 
good. 

This will take many forms and expressions but it will at the very least mean 
looking for the common good.  This should be something that Church and State should 
not be divided on. 

                                            
1 http://www.roymorgan.com/findings/7244-roy-morgan-image-of-professions-may-2017-

201706051543 
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If it was clearer that both our parliaments and our parishes were committed to the 
common good then perhaps we would be both be better viewed by the public. 

There is of course much that we could develop from this but I wish to make three 
shortish points. 

THE COMMON GOOD: WE ARE TO SUPPORT OUR POLITICAL LEADERS. 

Firstly, Paul says in Romans 13 that as all authorities have been established by 
God for the common good, they are in effect God's servants and so should be 
respected, obeyed and supported.  It is worth remembering that as Paul wrote these 
words to Rome around 57AD the Emperor was Nero who was to persecute Christians 
and condemn Paul to death. Yet Paul can say that due honour and respect should be 
given. 

Paul later says to his colleague Timothy “.. first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness." 
(1Timothy 2:1-2) 

The Church then should for the sake of the common good be prayerfully 
supporting our political leaders for the common good.  This does not mean 
acquiescence, Paul clearly would not have agreed with the policies of the megalomaniac 
Nero, but a seeking to work with government for the common good. 

So firstly, can I assure all of you that Christians are praying for you for wisdom as 
you undertake your responsibilities, for your relationships outside of politics as you guide 
this our state.  We won’t agree with all decisions but we are for you as you are for the 
common good. 

As part of showing our support of you we would like to give you small gift, 
hopefully small enough not to  require an entry on the gift register.  In the days to come 
you are going to need energy to sustain you.  But we hope that this chocolate or apple 
will remind you that we are for you, and to support you and if we can be of assistance 
please let us know. 

THE COMMON GOOD: NOT POLITICAL POINT SCORING. 

My next point may lead some to think of John Lennon’s Imagine with its line of 
“You may say I’m a dreamer”, but I want to remind you that if the aim of politics is the 
common good then it is not political point scoring.  The front page of this week’s Sunday 
Tasmanian “Rough House Tactics” says much about what is wrong with modern politics, 
rather than being about policies to improve our common life our first week of sitting is 
going to be dominated by personal attacks by both sides. 

The debasement of our public debates has become endemic with demonising of 
our opponents and assuming that an political adversary is our personal enemy.  It is 
possible to say, “I disagree with you but I’m pretty sure you’re not Nero!” 

If all sides of politics spend most of their time in the public square trying to 
convince the electorate side are dishonest and incompetent it is not surprise that most 
will take the easy option and assume that you all politicians are. 

Furthermore, if we are seeking the common good then we must listen to all sides, 
a good idea is a good idea wherever it comes from.  The aim after an election is to 
govern for the common good, but sadly we are all too quickly back in competition. 

For the common good I encourage us all to heed the Book of James advice “let 
everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger” (James 1:19)  I can dream. 

THE COMMON GOOD: MEANS LOOKING AFTER ALL 

Thirdly the common good means that common good for all. 
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Abraham Lincoln is reported to have said “My concern is not whether God is on 
our side ; my greatest concern is to be on God’s side.”  Today in Australian politics its 
seems that the greatest concern is to keep God on the outside. 

But the Bible is very clear that God is on one side, he is on side of the poor and 
the disadvantaged.  The Bible teaches that we are all made in the image of God 
meaning that we are all, regardless of status, of great worth and equal standing and we 
see this not just reflected in our legal system but in the constant theme in the Scriptures 
of God’s concern for the poor and that they get justice and this is to be reflected in the 
concern of rulers.  For instance. in Proverbs (31:9) the rulers are advised “Speak up for 
those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up 
and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” 

The Church has a role in reminding those in authority of this.  The Catholic 
Bishop of England and Wales wrote “Public authorities have the common good as their 
prime responsibility. The common good stands in opposition to the good of rulers or of a 
ruling (or any other) class”.2 

We will have some serious thinking to do here for we live in world where the 
current economic system has been described as unfair, unsustainable, unstable and 
makes people unhappy.3  It is in fact an un-economy. 

We see this in part in the both the housing boom and housing crisis afflicting 
Hobart at the moment.  What is good for the rich is not for the poor, it is not working for 
the common good. 

We can say the same for pokie policy, are the poor really getting a fair game or 
are they just fair game.   

We need to think about election spending so it does not simply become the 
richest wins. 

We will continue to pray for you that you will promote the common good but for 
the sake of the common good we need to keep calling you and work with you to care for 
all against the interests of riches and power. 

JESUS: UNCOMMONLY GOOD. 

In making these calls we are seeking to follow in the path of Jesus and call others 
to follow the same path.  Jesus came to bring the Kingdom of God which would be for 
the common good, the reign of justice and righteousness for which we pray to come 
when we say the Lord’s prayer.  He gave up his power and position for our sake, self 
sacrificing for our salvation.   

But Jesus came as much more than a saviour, he is our example.  If we like 
Solomon are looking for wisdom here it is clearly displayed. 

He did not use his position for his own advantage but for others.  He came to 
serve the common good and he is enthroned as the servant king as an example to us, 
Jesus resurrection vindicates the path of service as the path of glory.  He brought words 
of encouragement and love as well as calling for and demonstrating love and care for 
all.  This is the challenge that Jesus brings to us.  If we could follow this path it would be 
uncommonly good. 

                                            
2 “It implies that every individual, no matter how high or low, has a duty to share in promoting the 

welfare of the community as well as a right to benefit from that welfare. "Common" implies "all-inclusive": 
the common good cannot exclude or exempt any section of the population. If any section of the population 
is in fact excluded from participation in the life of the community, even at a minimal level, then that is a 
contradiction to the concept of the common good and calls for rectification” The Common Good and the 
Catholic Church’s Social Teaching. A statement by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and 
Wales, 1996. p.19. 

3 Cited in Wallis, Jim, On God’s Side, p. 208. 


