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Lament for failure to disciple 
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Philippins 2:5-11, Mark 14:53-15:47 

 
When we think of the crucifixion of Jesus some of us may think of songs of our 

past like “Tell me the old, old story of Jesus and his cross”, or “The Old Rugged Cross” 
that give us a warm glow. 

Yet when we hear the Passion narrative read there is little room for comfort.  For 
as surely as the nails pierced Jesus’ hands and feet so this story should pierce our heart 
and soul and strip away our complacency about Jesus.  As we hear what he went 
through for us surely we need to ask what we do for him. As “When I survey the 
wondrous cross” puts it, the cross demands our life, our soul, our all. 

LAMENT 

As we close our season of lament we lament how we have failed to be disciples 
and as a community to make disciples.  And our reaction to this story and its 
implications are a barometer of where we are at with our discipleship. 

At the heart of the story is the kingship and kingdom of Jesus.  He has come to 
Jerusalem as the King of Peace yet for this claim he is mocked, beaten and crucified.  
He may not have been able to carry his cross but he shows us the way of the cross, a 
way which will ultimately be vindicated by God, he truly is the servant king.  This story of 
God’s purposes coming through this unlikely and seemingly foolish path is, as Paul tells 
us, the power and wisdom of God. 

Perhaps because it can seem foolish we so quickly move from such a path and 
seek other paths. 

As we hear this reading, we wonder in what ways we have denied Christ and his 
ways.  We may wonder if we have been like the soldiers and have mocked this path that 
seems so weak.  Have we been like the Chief Priests and Scribes who wanted Jesus to 
conform to their own expectations.  

At its heart do we hold the story dear, as absolutely central to our understanding 
of God, life and how we are to live. 

The Church has so often made other things central, common worship, social 
action, building community.  These are good things but often these things have been 
made central to the detriment of what should be fundamental to the activity of the 
Church, making disciples of Jesus.  We taught that Jesus loves the little children of the 
world but did we teach them to follow the servant king?  We build communities but were 
they build on the foundation of the cross?  We taught about heaven when we die but did 
we teach about God’s kingdom, love mercy and justice as we live? 

The state of the Church in our state tell us that we have failed to hold this story 
close and to live in the light of it, we have failed to disciple people. 

We see it in a powerless Church, closed buildings, the many dechurched people, 
the paucity of prayer, the missing generations from our communities. 

We should lament that so often the Church has not had a mission focused on 
Jesus and his kingdom.  We should lament that so often the Church has been distracted 
from Jesus and worse we should lament that there have been people, even in this pulpit 
who have denied Christ, his salvation and resurrection. 

For these failings and more, particularly in the light of this reading we should 
lament and repent and resolve to put this story, the old rugged cross back and be the 
centre of all we do. 

It is likely that many see this as foolish. Haven’t we moved on from this kind of 
thing to focus on God’s love, or haven’t we moved on from God completely.  For some 
that Easter Day is April Fools’ Day will seem particularly appropriate, the Christian 
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message is seen as foolishness, paths of self giving and belief in the resurrection.  Does 
it seem like foolishness to you? 

Yet for us who believe it is the power and wisdom of God, here God’s love is 
revealed, here how we are to live is revealed, here our hope is revealed, here our 
Servant King is revealed.  Surely this man was the Son of God. 

We need to be foolish and let the old, old story soak deep into our hearts, minds 
and lives.  As we plan for the future, we must stay utterly focused on Jesus, it our hope, 
the hope of the Church and the hope of the world.  I hope that hearing this Passion 
narrative will help you on that path. 

NAMES 

One way we can do this is to pay attention to the reading.  There are a surprising 
number of names, Simon father of Alexander and Rufus, Mary Magdalene, Mary mother 
of Joses, Salome and Joseph of Arimathea. 

There are a variety of reasons that Mark names these people, in part as a way of 
saying if you want to know if this happen ask these people, as they seem to be known.  
But it seems at least in part, he is naming people who were known as followers of 
Jesus, Simon literally carried the cross. 

I wonder then if the text is asking us to wonder if we are like Peter in his failure 
when he denied knowing Jesus, or will we be like these others who followed Jesus right 
to the end. 

Simon carried the cross, 
Mary, Mary and Salome followed Jesus. 
Joseph followed Jesus boldly even after his death. 
Are you willing to add your name to that list, can you say, “ I ,Richard am a 

disciple of Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”.   
For it is there in that intent that we move from lament to new life. 


