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Hearing Jesus Call 
Readings: Jonah 3:1-10; 1Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

 
 
 
Our reading from the Gospel of Mark today has the call from Jesus to 

“repent and believe in the good news.”  Our problem in properly hearing this call 
is that this language may be have been so often heard that we can’t hear it at all. 

This is made worse in that the language has becoming of a standing joke 
about dodgy subcontractors who are told to repaint and thin no more, or images 
of slightly strange men standing on street corners with sandwich boards calling on 
people to repent.  Some images mean that we are likely to push this call to one 
side. 

If we did think about this call to repent and believe in the good news or 
gospel we might summarise it as “Stop being naughty and become a Christian.”  
Now as important as both of those things are it really doesn’t do justice to what 
Jesus is saying nor is likely to bring about the kind of life changes that we see in 
our text. 

If we are going to truly repent and believe the good news we are going to 
have to take a good look at and then hope to hear the call of Jesus.  

LOOKING AT THE CALL OF JESUS 

Following on from John 
Mark’s Gospel about the good news of Jesus starts with a description of 

the ministry of John the Baptist who baptises Jesus.  But once John has been 
arrested Jesus takes up his ministry, like John calling on people to repent. 

Before we go any further we need to note this says something about the 
kind of message that is being preached.  The fact that the authorities want this 
preaching shut down suggests that this is not a message of religious platitudes or 
spiritual self-affirmation but is one that directly challenges political power.  

It is also hints very early on that preaching this message is dangerous and 
unlikely to end well for the messenger.  This is especially so when as we shall 
see Jesus doesn’t just repeat John’s message, he reinforces and radicalises it. 

Kingdom at Hand 
We see this as Jesus doesn’t just call on people to repent as John did but 

says the Kingdom of God has come near.  It is no longer simply a future 
possibility to which preparations should be made but present reality. 

The Kingdom of God, the inbreaking of the creator into human history to 
bring his rule of justice and mercy and bring salvation to his people is taking 
place.  God’s purposes have moved forward from the preaching of John to a 
news stage. As it is Jesus who is announcing this the strong implication is it is 
because of Jesus that the Kingdom of God is now near. 

Repenting and believing then is something far stronger than simply “stop 
being naughty and start being religious”. It is to deal with the reality of our creator 
God who has come to us in the person of Jesus.  The call is to live in the light of 
this new reality and to respond appropriately. 

The call is to repent, from living as if the Kingdom of God isn’t present, as 
if we can live as we choose without consequence, but also to believe the good 
news. The call is not simply repent because I bring bad news, but repent and 
believe the good news.  The good news of God’s good purposes of us and how 
his plans of salvation are moving forward. 
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Fishers of Men 
The seriousness of the need to respond and repent is heightened in the 

next well known section of the call of the early disciples to become fishers of 
men. 

It is easy to see this as just a nice play on words, which Jesus is perfectly 
capable of doing of course but as so often there is more going on. 

The idea of fishing appears in the Old Testament and not in a “nice thing to 
do on the weekend if you have the time” kind of way.  Rather it used as an image 
of God leading the nations to justice.  Just as the hook or net brings in the fish so 
will all be called to face the reality of the kingdom of God.  This is the background 
of being called to be “fishers of men”. 

I can’t help wondering if the framers of the lectionary, our set readings 
were having a little joke amongst themselves when they appointed Jonah 3:1-10 
as the Old Testament reading.  Jonah certainly acts as someone calling on 
people to repent and warning them of the consequences of not responding to 
God, he is acting as a fisher of men so to speak.  But he had until very recently 
been a fishered of men again so to speak swallowed up by the great fish.  Ahh 
those lectionary writers know a good joke when they write one. 

That is as may be, the link with Jonah and fish help remind us that the call 
to be fishers of men is a serious call to bring before people, the reality of God’s 
coming kingdom. 

That the fishing of judgement is happening as Jesus ministry starts again 
points to that we have reached a new point in God’s purposes.  The fishing can 
begin because in Jesus the Kingdom of God is at hand, the reality of God is 
present. 

HEARING THE CALL OF JESUS 

I hope by looking at this call to repent and believe it will help us hear this 
call a fresh. 

We are to repent of ignoring God and his ways and believe that God’s 
kingdom has come in Jesus.  The self giving death of Jesus means that the 
kingdom is different than may have been thought and that is of course part of the 
good news, but the call to repent is only strengthened.  For here is the mercy and 
justice that will not only judge us but it also displays the mercy and justice that we 
should show. 

This is more than just stop being naughty. It looks for a revolution in our 
society, in our Church and in our lives. 

So, what do we need to repent of? 

Repenting as a Society 
This is of course a huge question but as a society surely it is our 

materialism.  Whilst reading a magazine during the week I came across a quote 
from Emile Henry Gauvreau, and American journalist who died in the middle of 
last century who commented, “I was part of that strange race of people aptly 
described as spending their lives doing things they detest to make money they 
don’t want to buy things they don’t need to impress people they dislike.”  

I don’t think things have improved in the past 70 years.  We need to hear 
Jesus call to repent. 

Repenting as the Church 
But it is not only outside the Church. Bishop Richard has called for this 

coming Lent to be a period of lament for the failures of our Church in Tasmania to 
follow the ways of Christ and live as his disciples.  He asked me to work on a 
Litany of Lament to be used in the run up to Easter.  I spent time this week 
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reading the laments in the Scriptures and reflecting on the failures of the Church.  
This is part of what I have come up with. 

 
You call children to come to you 
but we have tolerated their abuse. 
You direct us to love our neighbour 
but we have allowed family violence to fester. 
You are glorified in self-giving love 
but we have flaunted self-serving power. 
You generously give us sanctuary 
but we dispossessed others of their land. 
You created a good world 
but we have blighted it with our greed. 
You command us to make disciples of Jesus 
but we have followed our own desires. 
You show the way of the cross 
but we have sought the way of our own comfort. 
 
We as the Church of Christ, as followers of Jesus have much to repent of. 

Repenting as individuals 
But we also have to hear the call of Jesus personally.  It may be that in 

what you have already heard there is something that has struck a chord with you. 
But all of us should be disrupted by this call.  The call to those first 

disciples of course meant leaving everything behind.  There were very few life 
choices in ancient societies.  You went into the occupation of your father, and his 
father before that and so on.  Jesus call to those four meant a complete break 
with the past.  Something that was perhaps inconceivable to them. 

Whilst our circumstances might be very different, it may be that we can’t 
conceive of a break with our past, of things being different.  The call of Jesus is to 
follow him, to trust him with our future and that change is possible.  Maybe we 
need to repent of not believing that we can change. 

Jesus continues to call if we will but hear him.  I don’t know what the call of 
Jesus will mean for you but of this I can be sure it can’t something that leaves you 
comfortable and undisturbed. 

But in repenting there is good news, Jesus shows us the God of mercy and 
justice and forgiveness.  So let us repent and believe the good news, in Jesus the 
Kingdom of God has come near, and is with us. 


