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Fake News? 

Jesus’ Return 
Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9, Ps 80:1-7, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, Mark 13:24-37 

 
 
To start a sermon series focusing on fake news with a sermon on the return of 

Jesus and the end of the world seems particularly appropriate as there have been many 
times when announcements of our Lord’s pending arrival have turned out to be just that 
fake news. 

There have been numerous doomsday cults throughout Church history who are 
sure they have worked out the divine calendar, often around significant dates, such as a 
change of millennium, but Jesus hasn’t got the memo and doesn’t appear. I remember 
in the Church in which I grew up there was serious 
discussion about 1981 being the year, which left me 
wondering how hard I should study for my HSC.  

This may leave us wondering if the whole idea of 
Jesus return is fake news and would we be better to focus 
on ideas like faith and love and leave our hope a little 
vague. After all, to quote a Church sign that I was sent 
during the week, God wants spiritual fruit not religious 
nuts. 

I hope today to show that the cancellation of Jesus’ 
return is itself fake news that other versions of fake news 
need to be challenged.  Further if we truly understand this 
hope it will fuel our faith and encourage us in love so that 
there will be fruit. 

THE CASE FOR THE RETURN OF CHRIST 

Biblical Evidence 
Firstly, we need to establish the biblical teaching for the second coming or return 

of Jesus. 
We see Jesus teaching on the coming of the Son of Man in our reading from 

Mark as in other Gospels.  In the book of Acts when Jesus has ascended to heaven the 
assembled disciples are told by angels “This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 11) 

In Peter and Paul’s sermons in the book of Acts there is a clear context of the 
coming or appearing of Jesus (Acts 3:20-12, 17:31) 

As we heard in our reading from 1 Corinthians, Paul looks to encourage his 
readers by pointing them to “the revealing of the Lord of Jesus Christ” which he also 
calls “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1Cor 1:7-8) 

We could also look at the letters of James, Peter and John, and then of course 
there is the Book of Revelation all of which teach, celebrate and confirm the importance 
of the return of Jesus.  The coming of our Lord Jesus is not a side issue or only based 
on a few obscure texts.  Rather it seems that it is far more on the minds of the writers of 
the New Testament than perhaps it is in ours. 
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Parousia 
We should note that the normal word that is used to describe Jesus return is the 

Greek parousia.  The use of this word is not random. This was the word used to 
describe the official arrival of the emperor in all his pomp and with his entourage. The 
early Christians knew what they were doing in using this word, they were saying the true 
king will one day come in all his glory. 

Here we start to see something that may surprise us.  The second coming of 
Jesus here is seen here not as his appearing to take us to be with him but rather his 
coming to establish his rule.  The movement is heaven coming to earth not the other 
way round. 

At Christmas, we celebrate the coming of the king in all his humility.  At Advent, 
we remember that he will one day appear on earth in all his glory to bring God’s 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven 

The Evidence of Biblical Theology 
This accords also with the shape of Biblical Theology, the big story of the Bible.  

Many people think that the Bible is the story of how God saves us so we can be with him 
in heaven.  Whilst there is some element of truth in this it is ultimately fake news.  The 
Bible has a much bigger story in mind. 

The Bible starts with creation, the making of the physical universe.  Then when 
through human sin the creation is blighted the rest of the Bible is the story of God’s 
rescue not just of humanity but of all creation.  Throughout the Old Testament there are 
prophecies of how a king will come who will establish justice on the earth (eg Isaiah 11).  
In Jesus coming the story started and we see a preview of what such a reign will look 
like marked by love, justice and welcome, but the story is not finished. 

The return of Christ is not the story of the end of the world rather it is about the 
salvation of the world.  Paul can talk of creation groaning with expectation as it looks 
forward to that glorious day (Romans 8:19), Jesus appearing will be the end of this world 
with all its sin and injustice, violence and hatred but it will not be the end of the world, 
rather it is a new beginning of a new heaven and a new earth. 

The Evidence of the Resurrection 
The final piece of evidence for the appearing of Jesus is his resurrection.  This 

physical event in history is used throughout the New Testament to demonstrate that 
Jesus is the appointed king of God’s kingdom. 

As the whole of the Bible looks forward to God’s kingdom of justice and love 
being fully established on earth then the resurrection points forward to Jesus appearing 
to reign, to finish the job, to take up his throne and rescue, restore and renew the world.  
The resurrection is the launching pad to the new creation.  I don’t believe we can say we 
believe in the resurrection and not also believe that Jesus will one day reign.  
Furthermore, the resurrection shows categorically that God is able to pull this off.  As a 
song on the new U2 album puts it “Love is bigger than anything in its way.” 

This is the glorious hope that the Bible puts before us of Jesus appearing.  John 
Dickson and Greg Clarke in their book 666 and all that puts it like this.  “What we look 
forward to in the Kingdom is the complete redemption of the spiritual, social and 
physical dimensions of the existence.  Just as within history God breathed new life into 
the lifeless body of Jesus, so at the end of history he will once again breath his life-
giving Spirit into the whole cosmos.  That is what the Kingdom come is.” (p179) 

This is what we pray for when we say the Lord’s Prayer “your kingdom come”, 
this is what we say we believe in the Creed “He will come again in glory” and it is really, 
really big and really, really good news. 
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DEALING WITH FAKE NEWS 

Grasping this big picture means we do have to deal with some bits of fake news. 
Firstly, we need to rethink what we think salvation means and what our ultimate 

hope is.  We do not have time to develop this fully but our hope is far wider than going 
to heaven when we die, as comforting as this idea is.  Rather we need to be reminded it 
is not only about our salvation but the salvation and redemption of God’s creation and 
the establishment of a kingdom of justice and righteousness.  An idea to which we will 
return. 

Secondly, we need to deal with the fake news idea that Christianity is a private 
matter.  A letter to the editor in the Mercury last weekend made this claim that 
Christianity is a private matter between the believer and God.  All too often the Church 
has accepted this fake news.  Following the lead of the Enlightenment that moved God 
and religious matters from the public sphere, the Church has focused on the spiritual 
and personal salvation and has left issues of justice, righteousness, care of the outcast, 
looking after the poor to the world of politics and power. (And hasn’t that gone well!) 

If there is any truth in what I have put forward this must be fake news, God’s 
coming kingdom is very public and one day will be seen to be so. 

Grasping God’s coming kingdom should embolden the Church and members of 
the Church to speak to politics and power and remind them of the demands of the 
kingdom, of peace, righteousness.  To tell them that the panacea of economic progress 
is fake news, to tell them that jobs of the boys is fake news, to tell them that treat people 
inhumanely is fake news.  Our hope means that we are called to do this. 

LIVING THE REALLY GOOD NEWS 

At this point, there is a danger that this may all sound a little theoretical and 
philosophical, not to mention eschatological and leave you feeling a little quizzical 

How are we to live with this really good news? 
Firstly, we need to let what the Bible teaches expand our understanding of hope 

as well as give it a firm foundation in the resurrection. 
Secondly, this should lead us to repent.  Those things which the Church must 

keep calling our society to account on must also challenge the Church and bring 
profound repentance from us all.  Particularly we need to repent of how we have made 
our faith private and not impacted how we live acting out God’s kingdom values in the 
world. 

Thirdly and consequently, having grasped this hope we need to live in the light of 
it.  As children many of us would have lived in the period of what some adults would 
have called Advent although we wouldn’t have known what that meant, in a state of 
some excitement.  Christmas was coming, so we would have got on with our 
preparations knowing that this was true and all preparations, present buying and 
wrapping, putting up decorations, sending cards.  These activities not only would have 
been done because of this expectation that Christmas was coming but would also 
heighten that sense of expectation.1 

For us the call during Advent and indeed throughout the year is to live our lives of 
faith knowing that the Kingdom will come. As we live lives of service, being faithful in 
prayer, acting and working for justice and peace, speaking to others of king Jesus we 
are letting God’s Spirit do in us what he will one day do with all creation.   

To focus on the return of Christ in this way will not bring religious nuts but will 
bear true spiritual fruit. 

We live kingdom lives now in full expectation that the king and his kingdom will 
come. 
 

                                            
1 Wolfhart Pannenberg from Systematic Theology referenced in Dickson and Clarke 666 and all 

that.. p. 23. 


