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Wedded to Marriage 
Genesis 2:18-25; Revelation 21 1-7; Matthew 19:3-6 

 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in 

your sight, our Lord, our Rock and redeemer. 

INTRODUCTION 

Groucho Marx memorably said, “Marriage is a wonderful institution, but who 
wants to live in an institution?” 

We are in the middle of a difficult society wide discussion seeking to answer a 
similar question as some find the door to the institution shut, locked out of wedlock.  
Further we seek to understand the very nature of marriage, is to change our 
understanding of marriage simply to add a new wing to the institution or is it creating a 
brand new edifice? 

This has been a difficult sermon to write, a difficult sermon to give and I 
understand for some it may be a difficult sermon to hear.  There will be a variety of 
opinion in the pews, some strong opinions.  There will be some for whom this is not an 
academic discussion but intensely personal and painful area.  If this sermon increases 
this pain or anything in the current debate is troubling you, please speak with me or 
another member of staff after the service. 

When I planned to give this sermon, I did not know that Bishop Richard would 
release a pastoral letter last week for all Anglican Parishes in Tasmania.  I support that 
letter and encourage you to read it but I will take a rather different tack. 

I encourage you to read it so I have tried to take a different tack although there 
will be some overlap. If you weren’t here last week I encourage you to read it. 

It may be worth me saying what I am not trying to do today.  I am not seeking to 
tell anyone how they should vote in the postal vote, I am not seeking to argue with 
anyone, although you may choose to do so with me at the end of the service.  I am 
certainly not trying to give the definitive word on the subject and cover all the issues that 
are raised by the current debate.  Far better minds than mine have sought to do that. 

What I am seeking to do is to share with you my thinking as I test my own 
thinking on same sex marriage and the state of the current debate as someone seeking 
to be a disciple of Jesus. 

AN APOLOGY 

I want to start in perhaps a surprising but I believe necessary place, and that is 
with an apology to the LGBTIQ community on behalf of the Church for the way we have 
failed to live up to our own teaching. 

Doctrine of Creation 
Our Scriptures give us a doctrine of Creation in which we are all created in the 

image of God, with equal dignity.  For the ways in which we have failed to treat you our 
brothers and sisters with that dignity and respect we are sorry. 

Gospel of Salvation 
Our Scriptures show us a gospel of salvation in which God so loved the whole 

world that he sent Jesus.  For the ways we have failed to show the same welcoming 
love and open grace we are sorry. 
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Ethic of Jesus 
Our Scriptures teach us the ethics of Jesus that we are to do unto others as we 

would have them do unto us.  When we have vilified, disparaged and judged we have 
failed to live up to our calling and caused trauma, grief and despair.  For the ways we 
have failed to love you as Jesus calls us to, we are sorry. 

When we fail to live up to the teaching of our own faith we denigrate God’s 
creation, misrepresent his love and disobey our Saviour and have caused anguish and 
suffering.  We are sorry and seek forgiveness. 

If we are going to be faithful to the Scriptures then this necessary and should be 
heartfelt. 

CLARITY OF AND FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

But if we are to be faithful to the Scriptures and be shaped by them then we need 
to be clear as to what the Scriptures teach on the nature of marriage. 

I believe the Scriptures are very clear as to the nature of marriage.  Right from 
the second chapter of Genesis we are told that “a man leaves his father and his mother 
and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh”. 

When Jesus is asked about the nature of marriage he quotes this verse as does 
Paul. 

This is the image that sits behind both Paul’s view of marriage representing the 
union between Christ and his Church and is seen again in the great vision of the 
conclusion of God’s plan of salvation. 

From Genesis to Revelation there is one model of marriage taught and from this 
understanding all biblical sexual ethics flow. 

We should note however that there are many different types of family 
arrangements that are described in the Bible, polygamy, surrogacy and so.  It is worth 
noticing however that usually these differing arrangements are not quickly judged and 
we should learn to do the same. 

We should recognise that the Biblical model is not a type of committed 
relationship to which only a male and female are permitted to enter, rather man and 
woman are the very centre of what the relationship is.  Furthermore, the reference to 
one flesh or family in the context of Genesis is clearly tied to being fruitful and having 
children. 

It is because of this clear and consistent teaching that the Church has been 
wedded to marriage. 

LOOKING OUT 

If you agree with me that this is the Bible’s teaching, how does this impact how 
we think and act in the current environment? 

Firstly, we need to recognise that the current debate is confused in that we are 
talking about two different things but using the same word.   

There is for want of better words “holy matrimony” that which is described in the 
Bible which has male and female as part of the definition and the issue of legal 
recognition of relationships which is at the heart of the current debate. 

What I have described as “holy matrimony” will still exist whatever the postal 
ballot or parliament decide.  We can also say that this vision of relationships is not 
something that is ours to impose on society but rather we offer it as God’s plan for 
human flourishing, it is for our good.  That is how and why we should play our part in this 
current debate. 

It is sad that to do this is seen as divisive.  A Christian school is called divisive for 
encouraging its parents to vote “no” whereas a multinational company is applauded for 
encouraging “yes”.   
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But Jesus opinions were often divisive. Following him does not mean agreeing 
with everyone.  Our reading from Matthew has him directly challenging the assumed 
relational, marital and sexual ethics of the day.  Yet as we learned from our recent 
1Peter sermons we are to put forward Christian understanding with gentleness and 
respect. 

LOOKING IN 

But I wonder if this debate and our varying reactions to it reveals an even bigger 
issue that we need to wrestle with as the Church and that is one of authority. 

I have found it hard to go on facebook for the past few weeks for rather than cat 
videos and holiday snaps of relatives it has been filled with posts for both yes and no, 
and there have been posts on both sides from Christian friends. 

But as I read the articles they were posting and seeking to understand them it 
seems to me that the basic difference is one of authority, that is what is at the core of 
making the decision.  At the heart of most of the Christian arguments for changing our 
understand of marriage is experience, either personal experience of same sex attraction 
or knowing someone in that situation.  Personal experience is determinative. 

We have to recognise that this completely contrary to Christian understanding 
through the centuries.  It is the Scriptures, God’s word, which has the authority over us.  
The Church is wedded to Scripture. 

This is perhaps the biggest challenge to us. 
Do we believe that God has the right to tell us what to do?  This is a serious 

question. 
We sing “Guide me O thou great redeemer” with great gusto but we live a more in 

the fashion of “Suggest away O great advisor.”  We read of Jesus as the way, the truth 
and the life, but it because so easy to treat him as a way, a truth, a life, or worse an 
option, an idea, a fad. 

I realise that there is a danger that I may be heard to be saying that if you 
disagree with me you are disagreeing with God, always tempting for preacher to think 
that way.  But that is not what I’m saying.  But simply asking a question of faith for us all.  
Assuming we believe in a God who created us, and a God who has come to us in Jesus 
does that God have the right to tell us what to do? 

I believe that he does which must push us to seek to understand what he is telling 
us to do.  I believe that this will shape our understanding of the nature of marriage. 
Under God and reflecting on his Word people may still come to differing conclusions but 
the authority will remain with God’s word. 

For it is not in experience that we learn that we all have equal dignity before our 
Creator God, but it is in the Scriptures.  It is not from experience that we understand that 
our God is one who expresses himself in self-giving love to those who do not deserve it, 
but in the Scriptures, it certainly not from experience that we learn to do unto others as 
we would have them do unto us, but this is from God’s Word made flesh Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. 

In the midst of this debate, however you may choose to respond to the postal 
vote, I pray that we will seek to keep bringing ourselves back under the Word of God, 
act in line with its grace and submitting to its truth. 


