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The Joy of  
Hidden Things 

Matthew 13: 44-46 
 
As many of you know I love going Op Shopping, with a particular focus on the 

music section.  There is nothing I love better than being pointed to a box of CDs or 
records and rummaging through it to see what is there. 

For me ,few things give greater pleasure than when I find something that I have 
been looking for, sometimes for years, a treasure has been found, a rare Aussie gem 
from the 80’s on single or an obscure 70s prog rock opus.  When I get to the counter it 
doesn’t matter what they say the price is I found it and with joy in my heart I find myself 
singing with The Who from 1972, “I’d call that a bargain, the best I ever had.” 

I don’t know what the thing might be for you but I suspect we all know there is 
great joy in finding hidden treasures. 

Today we will be looking at two well known parables of Jesus about such joy but 
as we do we may find that is something hidden which if we grasp will bring us great joy. 

STORIES OF FINDING 

The two parables that we are looking at today are part of a series of parables 
about the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew 13.  Most of the parables are said to the 
crowds but these are said in private to Jesus disciples as he explains his use of 
parables.  But as Jesus has said to the crowds so he says to them, those with ears let 
them hear.  We are to ponder and reflect on these short stories. 

The Hidden Treasure 
The first story involves someone finding a motherlode of treasure in a field.  

There were no banks in those days so it was not a surprising story.  We sometimes hear 
today of such finds being made, there have a couple in England in recent years.  But to 
find one would have been a once in a lifetime experience and opportunity.  Filled with 
joy he re-hides the treasure. If he makes it known, the treasure would belong to the 
field’s owne. So he goes and sells all he has and buys the field. 

The Pearl of Great Price 
The second is of a merchant searching for pearls which were the diamonds of the 

day, and finding one pearl which is the peak of perfection sells all he has so he can 
have it for himself. 

The Shared Elements 
Now there are questions we may want to ask, was the field deal legal, and the 

risk of that venture, and what is the point of being a pearl merchant if you only have one 
pearl which presumably you aren’t going to sell?  But that would be to misunderstand 
the nature of a parable. 

Rather both parables carry the idea of here was something that was worth 
everything and joyfully worth everything.  If we could ask the man or the merchant 
whether this was a risk or a sacrifice they would have said, Absolutely not, it was worth 
it.”  They too would have sung with The Who, ‘I’d call that a bargain, The best I ever 
had.” 
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WHO IS DOING THE FINDING HERE? 

Now the usual application from this story is to consider the way that we think 
about the kingdom of heaven, are we willing to give up everything to claim it as our 
own? 

But before we look at that question, we need to consider if that is the primary 
meaning of these stories.  We need to ask who is who in these stories, who is doing the 
finding in these stories, who do the treasure hunter and the merchant represent?  Is 
there something being hidden by our usual understanding of these well known stories? 

Context 
If we consider the other parables in this sequence, the main character in the 

stories is always God or Jesus as his representative. So the Sower and the owner of the 
field is Jesus.  It is in the ministry of Jesus that the mustard seed of the Kingdom is 
being planted, and the leaven being worked through with universal results. 

I think this should give us cause to pause before we rush to think that the actors 
in these two parables refer immediately to us. 

Furthermore the content of the parables give God’s view of the Kingdom in 
pictorial form, a harvest will come, the justice will be done, despite its small start it will do 
its job. 

It seems to me then that there is a good case for these stories not primarily being 
about how we should view the value of the Kingdom, but how God views it. 

God’s view of the Kingdom 
The kingdom, establishing his reign of justice, a people redeemed and saved, a 

world put right is worth so much to God and gives him such joy that he is willing to give 
up everything to make it happen. 

This is of course what we see in Jesus, who, as Philippians 2 tells us, was in very 
nature God but he gave that all up taking the form of a servant and went to the cross to 
establish the kingdom. 

In so doing, he both gains us entry into the kingdom and shows us its nature of 
grace, mercy and forgiveness and it is his joy to do this. 

Such a view I think also makes sense in the context of questions that the 
disciples would have been asking about what is God doing about this promised king, will 
it really come, does he really care about it, and by inference does he really care about 
us.  In the Scriptures, God calls us his treasure, does he still think that? [Exodus 19:5, 
Deuteronomy 7:6] 

Jesus answer is a profound yes.  He does.  He cares about us so much and 
about the world so much that he was willing to give up everything to put it right, we are 
his great treasure, we are his pearl of great price. 

We might like to let that idea sit with us for a while for such an idea might have 
been hidden from us.  Is this how you view yourself and God’s feelings about you.  He 
takes great joy in given his all to make you his own. 

Furthermore whilst the things of the kingdom may seem hidden at the moment 
we need not doubt that God will do everything necessary to bring it to fruition. 
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WHAT MIGHT NEED TO BE GIVEN UP 

Now if there is merit in my suggestion about how we should understand this 
parable, not firstly about how we view the kingdom but how God does, we discover that 
it gives us good reason for believing that the kingdom is truly eternally, divinely, 
valuable.  It is as we understand that it is a treasure and pearl of great price to God that 
we should see what a treasure it is to us. 

For here is the promise of world put right, here is love and acceptance by God, all 
underwritten with all God’s resources and so having an eternal guarantee. 

When we see the Kingdom of Heaven like that despite that it might be hidden 
from many, we should be willing to give up all to take our part.  Jim Elliot, a martyred 
missionary from the middle of last century had written in his diary “He is no fool who 
gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot loose.  Again to quote The Who, 
or at least only partly misquote “it’s a bargain, the best we can ever have”. 

But what are we being called to give up? 
It is easy to think that it is talking about money, as that is the language of the 

parable, and it matches the challenge of Jesus to the rich young ruler.  Now as much as 
our view of the kingdom should impact how we use our money and how we give it away 
I don’t think that is the primary issue here. 

If the parable is firstly about what God is willing to give up kingdom then the 
original hearers should ask what they willing to give up about their understandings of 
God and his kingdom.  They were expecting a kingdom of power, it is one of self giving, 
they were expecting a kingdom focused on Israel, it is one for all nations, they expected 
a kingdom for themselves, it is one for others.  All their national and religious 
expectations needed to be rethought and some needed to be given up, but it was worth 
it to grasp the true nature and power of the kingdom. 

What might that mean for us? 
We too might need to give up our preconceptions about God, about how he 

works, and what he thinks of us.  It may mean giving up our own importance and what 
we think is important, our own pride, our own plans of life, and, yes, this will impact our 
money.  It will mean giving up any idea that we can save ourselves but rather knowing 
that the price has been paid for us. 

What we think is important in what Church should be like.  There sadly have been 
many unwilling to give up how they think Church should be, to welcome others in, we 
may have to give up our way of doing things for the sake of the greater joy of the 
kingdom.  It is worth any price if it will help the kingdom to grown. 

For some it might be giving up the idea that Church, gathering together as 
believers isn’t really important.  If each of us is part of God’s treasure then we should 
treasure each other. 

This may seem like a sacrifice but it isn’t, it’s a bargain, the best we ever had. 
The Who song I’ve been quoting is often seen as a love song but is actually far 

deeper than that and can’t certainly be applied to the Christian life. 
 
I'd gladly lose me to find you 
I'd gladly give up all I got 
To catch you I'm gonna run and never stop 
I'd pay any price just to win you 
Surrender my good life for bad 
To find you I'm gonna drown an unsung man 
I'd call that a bargain 
The best I ever had, The best I ever had 
 
The writer, Pete Townsend, says the song is about how he would give up what he 

has and who he is, his life as a rock star if it means gaining a relationship with God.  
Whilst The Who may not be the best guide for the religious life, at this point they picture 
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how we should apply this passage.   We can give up all we are to know this God and its 
bargain because of who God is and who he says we are. 

Do you see the kingdom as worth that much, it is to God, that’s what Jesus did 
for us, and we should view him and his kingdom the same way. 

IS OUR JOY HIDDEN? 

There is one last thought though as we finish. 
The parables are not only parables about the kingdom they are parables about 

joy, the joy of finding a bargain, something that we know is a joy. 
God takes joy in establishing his kingdom, Jesus takes joy in self giving for the 

sake of the kingdom and to welcome us in.  We should take great joy in the wonder of 
being God’s great treasure and the pearl of great price, we should have great hope and 
joy that God’s kingdom despite being hidden will be revealed to all as beyond value. 

Yet I wonder if the treasure that is most often hidden is our joy in this. 
We should be a people who are marked with a profound and deep joy and we 

should show it. 
The church has not really been good at this. 
Two centuries ago the German philosopher Nietzsche said “If you want me to 

believe in your Saviour, you need to look a lot more saved.” 
Maybe the thing we need to be thinking about is what do we need to give up so 

that we can be more joyful.  For it is in our joy over God, his kingdom and the king of the 
Kingdom Jesus that we show its true value and that is worth giving up all for, that we 
can show others that it is a bargain, the best they can ever have. 


