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Have you 
understood all this? 

Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13: 47-52 
 
Have you understood all this? 
This is the question that Jesus asks his disciples after they have been listening to 

him preach to the crowds and them some more intimate private lessons.  He has been 
using parables to push people to think deeply about the nature of the kingdom of 
heaven, nad those who understand would turn and they would find healing. 

I wonder what the disciples were thinking when they heard the question? 
They have heard of the sower, the wheat and weeds, the mustard seed & leaven, 

the hidden treasure and pearl of great price and lastly the net, our parable today, and 
they know it is important that they understand. 

Perhaps given the way the disciples are pictured elsewhere I imagine them 
looking rather like deer caught in the headlights, and they rush to say yes, knowing 
that’s what he wants to hear. 

It is a challenging question.  Do we understand? Are we seeking to understand?  
Understanding is what the parables are for. 

I hope that as we conclude this series we will have understood more about the 
nature of the kingdom of heaven but more importantly what we are to do with that 
information so that others can come to understand. 

PARABLE OF THE NET 

The issue of understanding is particularly important when we come to the parable 
of the net, not so much because it is hard to understand but we may wrestle with what 
we do understand. 

The parable of the net comes as the third parable that Jesus gives to his disciples 
to help explain the nature of the kingdom.  But the mood is very different from the joy of 
the treasure and the pearl, the net is far more sombre. 

A drag net is thrown into the water catching every kind of fish, and when full it is 
brought to shore and the catch is sorted.  It is an image that would have been easy to 
picture as Jesus has just been teaching on a boat and of course some of his disciples 
are fisherman. 

But its meaning is far harder for us to digest.  Like the parable of the wheat and 
weeds it about God’s day of judgement.  But unlike that parable which explains that we 
will live with good and evil till judgement, this more focuses on the certainty and finality 
of the judgement as there is a separation between what the parable calls the evil and 
the righteous. 

Do we understand all this? 
This idea of God’s judgement is a difficult topic in today’s culture.  It does not sit 

well with our society at all and I suspect that many of us in the Church as well.   
I’m not sure that I can answer every question that may be raised about this issue, 

for this much that I don’t understand, but I’d like to try and deal with issue that 
particularly come from this parable. 
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The Nature of the Kingdom 
The first thing this reminds us is that ultimately God’s kingdom is one where evil 

has been dealt with, it is judged.  Is not this what we want?  Stories of alleged injustices 
and corruption fill our paper and as we read them we want them dealt with, we want to 
live where evil is dealt with.  In Romans 8 Paul pictures Romans as groaning with 
longing for such a kingdom. 

For this to happen there has to be judgement.  God promises that this will true of 
his kingdom.  Would we really want a God who did not judge the evil we see around us. 

The value of the kingdom 
Secondly the preciousness of a kingdom where evil is judged fits the previous 

parables about the value of the kingdom and that God is doing what is necessary to 
establish this kingdom of justice.   

Given the treasure and wonder of this kingdom it makes sense that there is 
terrible loss to miss out on it. 

When George and I moved to Cronulla in 2000 some new units were being built 
near the beach and we wondered whether we should invest in them but we decided they 
were too expensive.  By the time we left 9 years later they had appreciated in value by 
400%.  This caused some financial gnashing of teeth. 

The kingdom of heaven, being part of God’s purposes is worth far more than 
property speculation and so to miss out on causes a much great experience of loss. 

We need to remember that Jesus says this parable to his disciples not to the 
crowds, it is to insiders now the watching public.  This means the application is primarily 
for those who are following Jesus and embracing the way of the kingdom.  The point for 
them in part is stay the course, its worth it.  Keep holding on to the kingdom and its 
values for it will come, we don’t know when the net is coming but come it will so stay 
faithful. 

God’s judgement not ours. 
Perhaps the most important thing is that the judging is being done by God, and 

this judgement is not arbitrary or capricious but on the basis of righteousness and evil. 
This is important for a number of reasons.  It is not our place to judge.  Interesting 

if you think about where we are in the story we are the fish, and our job presumably it to 
keep on swimming amongst the other fish.  We are not to push them into the net, or 
hold fishy courts, we are just to keep on swimming being righteous fish. 

Leaving the judging to God means that it is easier to be righteous, following the 
ways of the kingdom now.  If we are convinced that God’s kingdom will come and it will 
bring justice then we can leave that up to God.  If we are hurt or damaged and we don’t 
have this perspective we are going to be much more concerned with getting retributive 
justice now, or more simply taking revenge and so perpetuating a cycle of violence.   

I have to wonder if part of the reason that our society has become more litigious 
is because of a loss of faith in God’s ultimate judgement. 

For the original hearers living in a Roman dominate society or for Matthew’s 
readers and a persecuted minority this would idea of leaving justice to God would have 
great resonance.  You do not to rebel or fight rather, justice will come but leave it to 
God, just keep swimming. 

Just in case I’m being misunderstood I’m not saying religion is the opium of the 
people.  Taken as a whole these parables call on followers of Jesus to be a growing part 
of the kingdom of heaven, transforming this world through following kingdom ways, ways 
of, compassion, kindness, humility gentleness, patience forgiveness and love knowing 
ultimate justice does not come through violence and revenge but trusting God. 

A few more thoughts 
There are a few more elements here that are worth thinking through.  Fishing is 

done to catch fish not to throw bad fish away.  The intention of the image is positive in 
this light.  This is also fits with the other images that are here, to have fruitful crops, have 
a great harvest, plant a tree, eat some great bread enjoy a great treasure and a 
wonderful pearl.  These are all positive lifegiving joyful images. 
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This gives a rather different perspective on judgement than often has been 
portrayed sometimes by the Church and Christians.  The biblical idea of judgement is 
not of a world condemned but creation puts right.  It is world denying but world saving, 
that is why Paul can say creation longs for it.  It is part of the good news. 

We may still struggle with how can a God of love judge people.  This is a huge 
topic but it is worth pondering where we get the idea that God is love from.  You can’t 
look at nature and see, rather you see a God of power and terror.  You don’t find it world 
religions which a variety of differing view of God.  Where we find it is in the teaching and 
life of Jesus, and I believe it is only in the teaching and life of Jesus that we can believe 
that God is love.  Yet this same Jesus is the one who speaks most clearing of the reality 
and certainty of God’s judgement is Jesus. 

This may leave me in a philosophical quandary between judgement and love but 
as I trust Jesus about God being love so I trust him on judgement.  Indeed it is as I 
consider the God we see in Jesus that I can be convinced that “shall not the God of all 
the earth do what is right.” 

For in Jesus we see who came calling on people to turn to the kingdom, and in 
his self giving he was willing to be caught in the net of God’s judgement and to tossed 
aside so that I and you won’t have to be.  Such a statement would be a bit fishy if it 
weren’t the resurrection where we see that death defeating and grace filled love of God. 

There is much that I don’t understand but in Jesus I understand the nature of 
God and of his kingdom and believe we can trust him. 

UNDERSTOOD ALL THIS: SUMMARISE THE PARABLES 

Jesu then asks his question.  Do you understand all this? 
In so doing he is not asking simply about this last parable but all the parables of 

the kingdom. 
Have we understood that we are to be good soil, to receive the word of God and 

bear the fruit of the kingdom. 
Have we understood that as we do so we should not be distracted by the 

presence of evil in our world but look to be fruitful? 
Have we understood that despite the smallness of Jesus ministry and of our faith 

that God is building or perhaps better growing his kingdom. 
Have we understood the great value that God places on his kingdom and his 

willingness in Jesus to give up all to achieve it 
Have we understood that God’s kingdom will come and deal with evil? 

What do we do with this knowledge 
If we have understood, and I pray that I pray that we have the Jesus has one last 

little parable and teaching. 
The disciples in understanding these things have been trained for the kingdom, or 

discipled by the kingdom and are now teachers of the scriptures.  In these parables are 
revealed the centre of God’s purposes from the beginning from creation finding 
fulfilment in Jesus.  They are like treasures new and old which are to be shared. 

The point is if we have understood, it is not something which is just for our 
edification or personal enrichment we are to be ready to teach others of the nature and 
reality of the kingdom.  This is part of what it is to bear fruit and to grow, in so doing we 
join in the work of the sower in scattering the seed. 

Have you understood all this? 

THY KINGDOM COME 

As we finish this series on the Parables of the kingdom we can perhaps reflect on 
how these parables should deepen our understanding of the disciples prayer. 
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When we pray “your kingdom come”  we are praying 
Your word come   
Your way come  
Your work come  
Your wonder come 
Your warning come 
We are praying that message of the kingdom, the good news brought by Jesus 

and about Jesus would be understood, live out, hoped for, enjoyed and taken seriously 
in our lives and in our world. 

Father, your kingdom come. 


