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Bible Weeding 
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-42 

 
 
When you think of the Kingdom of Heaven what images come to mind? 
You may think of wondrous images, magnificent angels, great victories or images 

of perfect peace. 
I doubt if you would think of the garden in my backyard with all its botanic 

variation and horticultural confusion which we really should do something about. 
Yet this is something like the image that Jesus uses as he teaches on the nature 

of the kingdom. 
If we can feel something of the shock of that image we are on our way to 

understanding the message Jesus is communicating as we seek to be those with ears 
to hear, for we may discover that the Kingdom of Heaven is different than we think and 
we will have to ponder what we do about it. 

HEARING THE PARABLE 

Jesus has just finished one agricultural image about his ministry which he has 
explained to his disciples.  Continuing to speak to the crowd he for the first moves 
specifically to teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God. 

You can perhaps imagine the hush in the crowd as this teaching is given, they 
may be expecting stories of battles won, people set free and yet they get a continuing 
theme of sowing seed. 

But in this story, the issue is not one sower and different soils but rather different 
sowers into the one field.  After the good seed has been sowed an enemy sows weeds 
in the middle and amongst the good seed leading to a mixed crop.  It is possible that 
Jesus is thinking about darnel which is very like wheat when it first sprouts but can be 
distinguished later. 

The slaves question the master as to whether he had sowed good seed, the 
master says that it is an enemy who had planted the counterfeit.  The slaves ask 
whether they can do something about it but the master says “no” for fear of damaging 
the good crop.  Rather they are to wait for the harvest where the weeds will be dealt with 
but the good crop of wheat will be brought in.  While the field may not look as expected 
now, and the enemy’s plans may seem to be succeeding, the harvest will be brought in, 
there will be a reckoning and the master’s plan will not be thwarted, of this we can be 
confident.  Let those with ears hear and let the reader and indeed the weeder 
understand. 

DISSECTING THE PARABLE 

Whilst the overall thrust of the parable as we have seen above is fairly clear, 
God’s kingdom purposes will despite current circumstances bear fruit. 

But when you are expecting a far different story, more David and Goliath than 
Gardening Australia it is no surprise that the disciples want more information and once 
Jesus has told a couple more parables they have their chance. 

Now there is a real danger in over investigating a story as an student knows.  You 
enjoy a story and then after structural analysis, character development it becomes an 
object rather than something to be appreciated. 

However Matthew does record Jesus giving some pointers to what is going on in 
the background of the story and it is worth doing a bit of dissecting to briefly learn some 
more. 
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The sower is the Son of Man 
Firstly we are told that the sower of the good seed is the Son of Man which is 

Jesus way of speaking about himself.  This is no surprise given that it is implied in the 
previous parable.  But we should always remember the utterly central place that this 
puts Jesus in God’s purpose.  The Master in God’s kingdom is Jesus and he is also the 
one that will bring the kingdom to its appointed end. 

The Field is the world (v38) 
Secondly we are told that the field is the world.  The field is not Israel even less 

the Church.  The object of the work of the Kingdom of God is the whole world, all 
people, which is a salutary reminder of the universal scope of God’s purposes. 

Good and evil seed (v38) 
The good and evil seed are children of the kingdom or children of the evil one.  

We need to hear this in relation to the rest of the teaching of Jesus. I don’t think this 
points to predetermined outcomes depending on who planted you so to speak, Jesus is 
after all calling on people to repent, to turn from one to the other.  In deed there is 
encouragement later in this passage to make sure you are one rather than the other. 

The enemy (v39) 
The enemy is the devil, previously referred to as the evil one.  We moderns may 

not like to attribute things to the devil, but Jesus is consistent in seeing supernatural 
opposition to the Kingdom’s purposes. 

This means whilst it is right that we come to God and say why are things like this, 
we can hear God say “An enemy has done this”, God is not responsible for evil and, 
more importantly, ultimately it will be triumphed over.   

But till then evil continues to sow seed and bear its fruit in the world, even in the 
midst of us. 

We should not fall into either error of over thinking about the devil, or ignoring 
him, an over appreciated devil is just as dangerous as a completely over looked or 
rationally dismissed one. Rather this reminds us that despite how things may look he is 
and will be a defeated enemy, most clearly seen in Jesus death and resurrection. 

Harvest, angels and Judgement 
The elements of the harvest and the slaves understandably stand for the angels 

and the end of the age.  When we think of such apocalyptic images we tend to focus on 
the negative focus of judgement, and it is certainly there (and particularly in focus when I 
forget to print the final verse!)  But the idea of a harvest is actually a positive image.  
Yes both evildoers and that which causes evil will be dealt with, which will be personally 
disastrous, but for those who are children of the Kingdom there is the wondrous promise 
of shining like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

FEELING THE PARABLE 

There is then much theology that we can do and could helpfully explore and I’m 
happy to chat with folk afterward.  But to do so for me doesn’t do justice to the issue that 
the parable seeks to explore, that for me is the sense of frustration that we have when 
we see the world.   

God’s purposes are for good, Jesus came to show us the way to be God’s 
children, the good seed has been planted and yet we still see so much that weedy bad 
in our world, in our church and, if we are honest in our heart. 

We should feel that frustration when we see this world, it is a sign of longing for 
God’s kingdom. 

But the parable also reminds us that this is not forever, there will be a day of 
harvest which will not only be good news for us but for all the world, as all that is evil and 
that which causes evil is done away with. 

It shows us the cause of our frustration but reminds us that this is not forever. 
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We can trust this as Jesus in his resurrection is called the first fruits, the first sign 
that the harvest is certainly coming.  But for now we are to be faithful. 

FEEDING FROM THE PARABLE. 

But we are not only to feel the parable but also to feed on it and I believe that it 
gives two things we need to hold on to. 

This parable makes it clear that it is Jesus’ place to bring in the Kingdom, it is his 
field, it is his sowing, it is his harvest.  Part of the message of this parable then is it is not 
our place to seek to get rid of the weeds and so bring in the kingdom.  When this is 
done then other good seed is damaged.  We can see this in history, crusades or 
inquisition anyone?  Others of us may be tempted to quickly judge others as being a bit 
weedy and have been tempted to do a bit of weeding of others. 

Rather this parable clearly teaches we will always have weeds in our world and 
perhaps even within the Church, we can leave that to the Master to sort out.  This does 
not mean that we stop seeking to speak the truth, sow the seed of the kingdom, but we 
need to be careful in case we damage our fellow good seed. 

Secondly and perhaps most importantly this is part of the Biblical witness that it is 
by the fruit that we are known, the difference between the weeds and wheat is the fruit.  
We can think of “by their fruits you shall know them”, “if you love one another then 
everyone will know you are my disciples.” 

What we are to do then is to do our own Bible weeding, we are look to our own 
backyard rather than looking over the fence at others.  The kingdom really is a matter of 
our own backyard.  We are to let the seed be sown in our own life, and let it bear fruit. 

What would this look like. It’s hard to go beyond the words of the Beatitudes in 
Matthew that Jesus said earlier: 

 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 
These verses give us plenty of personal weeding to get on with as the good seed 

takes root in our hearts. 
The parable of the weeds teaches us that on that great day when evil is done 

away with we “will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father”  
But we are not to wait to shine we are to get on with being a light now. 


