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No Bull 
Readings: Revelation 5 

 
Tonight is not so much a sermon as a muse.  I don’t mean something that is 

amusing, although a smile may be raised, but rather a reflection a series of thoughts 
during the week which sort to live out the adage of preach with the Bible in one hand the 
newspaper in the other and it all started, no bull, with asparagus. 

ASPARAGUS SERVICE 

Whilst flicking around on Facebook I came a across a report from the UK 
Telegraph of an Evensong service at Worcester Cathedral last weekend which was 
described as “absurd”.  The procession featured a man carrying a bunch, if that is the 
right word, of asparagus, “Gus” the Asparagus Man in green costume and St George in 
full armour. 

It looked as much like a Monty Python sketch as it sounds. 
Perhaps unwisely I posted the report on the St. David’s Cathedral Facebook post 

with a suggestion that perhaps this could be a vegetarian response to a proposed Dark 
Mofo event. 

This produced a variety of response, from those that got the joke and absurdity of 
the Church to those who felt the joke inappropriate and those saw any link between the 
Church and Dark Mofo beyond the pale. 

THINKING ABOUT 150.ACTION 

This started me doing some more reading about 150.Action and talking with 
people including members of my family. 

There were good discussions about  

 What is art, what is good art and bad art, it like Scott Morrison’s good and 
bad debt. 

 Censorship – are we for it or against it, does it really do any good.  Charles 
Wooley’s strongly argued against it in the weekend magazine. 

 Our use or abuse of animals in general.  Is what is proposed to happen 
any worse than what happens in our abattoirs.  Is the use of a humanely 
killed bull for art any worse than those who are sacrificed on the altars of 
our food culture. 

 This of course raises issues of hypocrisy and our entire values system. 

DAVID WALSH BLOG & BISHOPS OPINION PIECE 

A number of these issues were raised on David’s Walsh’s blog about this 
particularly art performance.  It is provocative as it moves for the value of animal life to 
that of human life, how we use our money, and included a number of pointed biblical 
quotes from this lapsed Catholic.   

I also had not realised before reading the blog that there was a request through 
this performance to raise money for mosquito nets to save lives in those parts of the 
world where malaria is such a killer.  A worthy cause but how does this fit with this 
gruesome event and does that help justify it? 

Then there was the Bishop’s opinion piece in the Mercury about how to use this 
idea of ritual to talk of atonement and sacrifice for Christian purposes.  Sharing this on 
our Cathedral Facebook page got another series of responses, as is often the case on 
social media mainly negative. 
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BACK TO THE 150.ACTION 

So I thought I should think further about my response to the actual event. 
It is gruesome, at points grotesque, clearly aiming to shock, sacrilegious and 

blasphemous.  However many of the arguments to ban it seem to lack logical 
coherence.  It is not something that I could support or attend but it has been good to 
have discussions with many people about bigger things than sport and the latest reality 
TV show. 

I kept thinking about Ps 50:9 a verse that always cause some amusement among 
the youth and perhaps others “I will take no bull from you”.  But that just reminded me 
that some of the bloody images that are associated with this artwork can’t be that far 
removed from the OT sacrificial system, there would have blood and internal organs. 

I’m glad that in Jesus this system has come to an end but does that mean we can 
simply stop thinking about sacrifice and blood and some of my interlocutors on 
Facebook were commending, and just speak of God’s love and Jesus victory over 
death. 

But while God may not take no bull from us there is, to be deliberately 
provocative, a bloody lamb. 

REVELATION 5 

Revelation 5 is itself a grandiose provocative piece of art.  It describes in word 
pictures God’s reality but it too has sacrifice and blood. 

The worship of heaven is halted as there is a search for one who is worthy to 
open the scroll of the 7 seals, usually taken to be a symbol for God’s saving purposes in 
the world.  We are looking for the revelation of what or who is the key to understanding 
God’s plan of redemption. 

The seer is told that this one is the victorious triumphant lion of Judah but he 
looks for this one what is revealed is a dead sheep.  This slaughtered, sacrificed lamb is 
the key to all that God is doing in the world.  It is a reminder that Jesus death and 
resurrection are at the very centre of God’s purposes, God’s plans, God’s salvation and 
restoration of creation. 

And he is not praised just because of his triumphant resurrection, it is because of 
his death.  The slaughtered lamb is worshipped: 

 
“for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 
   saints from every tribe and language and people and nation” 
 
The bloody sacrifice of Good Friday was for us, a ransom was paid, salvation was 

won. 
But we cannot only see the impact on us as individuals but the width and breadth 

of salvation is clear as multitudes sing. 
The gruesome reality of the pictures of sacrifice remind us of the gruesome reality 

by which we are saved.  We needed Jesus blood to be shed. 
We all too often skirt around this yet we cannot ignore the absolute centrality of 

the slaughtered lamb in Revelation 5.  If we don’t focus on this sacrificed lamb we lose 
the centre of God’s purposes for us and for the world.  Our services if not focused on 
Jesus would ultimately be as absurd as those focused asparagus. 

We need to come back to Jesus, his sacrifice for us and follow in his path of self 
giving service, we are to be a living sacrifices in response to Jesus’ sacrifice, that is 
God’s saving purpose in the world.  NO bull. 


