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Life to the Full 
Acts 17: 22-31, Hebrews 2:14-18*, John 14:15-21 

 
G.K. Chesterton is quoted as saying “Don't ever take a fence down until you 

know the reason it was put up.”  
This week our Tasmania House of Assembly will debate a Voluntary Assisted 

Dying Bill to legalise Euthanasia in our State.  The worthy aim of the proponents of this 
bill is to prevent unnecessary suffering.  Anyone who has been with someone with 
extreme suffering, knows the desire to end the suffering, to bring relief, it is the loving 
thing to do.  We could add that Jesus told us to love, that is his command. 

But is this enough to take down the fence around protecting human life. 
I thought it would be good to consider why the Church has traditionally refused to 

take down this fence. 
I understand there is likely to be a variety of opinions here and what I say may not 

convince all but I hope it will encourage you to think more fully from a Christian 
perspective about issues of life and death, issues which are ultimately personal to us all. 

TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINT 

God gives and takes life 
The starting point is that life is God’s to give and he determines its limits.  So in  

our reading from Acts 17 today, Paul says that God “gives to all mortals life and breath  
and all things” and sets the boundaries of their life. 

Paul is reflecting the teaching from Genesis that life is God’s gift breathed into 
humanity which is made in his image.  The value of human life and the dignity of each 
person is secured by this teaching.  Dignity and value do not come by quality of life or 
quantity of possessions but simply having life.  This is underscored in the Biblical 
teaching that in the taking of any human life your own life is forfeited.  All human life is of 
equal value and precious to God 

This biblical teaching has been a bedrock of our egalitarian society even if it is no 
often acknowledged.  A Bill which endorses the idea that some lives are not worth living 
starts the erosion of the dignity of all human life. 

As God given, all human life is precious and that principle is worth defending. 

Human Sinfulness 
Some proponents of euthanasia think this is the Church’s only theological 

quibble.  It is not, for ironically, not only is human life valuable, it is also flawed, sinful in 
biblical language.  This means we can rest assured that despite the best of intentions of 
the Bill’s authors, if it is law it will lead to earlier deaths that otherwise would not have 
occurred and for which free consent has not been given. 

This is not simple speculation.  In my 20 years of ministry I have seen some truly 
appalling behaviour by children and siblings around the time of death, as greed and old 
animosities take hold.  We read of such things in our newspapers, do we really believe 
that this Bill will not be used for selfish reasons?  Understanding humanity’s sinfulness, 
we can be assured it will. 

The fence of “do not kill” is there to protect us, especially our vulnerable from 
human sinfulness. 
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View of Suffering  
Thirdly, it seems clear that most of the proponents of Euthanasia see this as a 

way to deal with what is seen as intolerable pain and loss of dignity.  It certainly seems 
that the general public’s view on this matter is that of avoidance of suffering.   

The Bible has a different approach.  Whilst not glorying in it or recommending it, 
suffering is seen as means of growth and transformation.  From a biblical perspective 
then suffering is not something to be avoided at all costs but to be lived through and 
learned from.  This is not to suggest that we should be uncaring but when life is ended 
prematurely possibilities for growth, transformation and forgiveness are not taken.   

Such a position also needs to be balanced with both the compassion that Jesus 
showed to those who were in pain and the healing that he provided.  Those healing 
miracles point forward to the day when there will be no more mourning, crying, pain or 
death in God’s new creation.  But this day comes not through death at our own hands 
but by putting ourselves in his hands. 

And God promises that he is not far from us, the reading from Acts says that God 
sets boundaries on human life “ so that they would search for God and perhaps grope 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.” Acts 17:27 

CHRISTIAN REFLECTION 

The God given sanctity of life, the reality of human sinfulness and the biblical 
view of suffering are the pillars of the Church’s opposition to euthanasia and why this 
fence should not come down. Each of these pillars deserve further reflection but a few 
points immediately come to mind. 

Jesus underscores dignity, sinfulness and view of suffering. 
Firstly, the life, death and resurrection of Jesus underscore each of these points. 
By his birth, that God could become one of us further underscores the value of all 

human life.  He came that we would have life to the full, knowing that we are loved and 
precious to Go. In his resurrection, he shows that there is much more to life. 

Jesus death at the hand of humanity underscores the sinfulness of humanity, its 
ability to do terrible things, even if for all the right reasons, they could excuse it. 

Lastly, in Jesus hour of need and anguish he cried for God to bring it to an end, to 
take the cup from him and yet he humbly submitted to God’s will going through the 
suffering and pain.  So, in the words of Hebrews, he is able to help those who are also 
being tested through suffering. 

These ideas should challenge us. 
We should also let these ideas challenge us, they are not just of academic 

interest. 
Humility 
Being reminded that life is God given with his boundaries should help us to reflect 

on our own understanding of our own life and its limits.  Doing so may help us to be 
more humble and to come back in thanks, in gratitude and trust to God for the life we 
have now.  Much of the push for euthanasia comes from a desire to remain in control of 
our lives, a control which truly was never ours in the first place. 

Sinfulness and supporting euthanasia 
Perhaps more challengingly, we need to consider the link between sinfulness and 

suffering and our view of euthanasia.  I’m sure I’m not the only pastor who on some 
pastoral visits has thought surely it would be better if they were dead.  But if we are 
honest, I suspect that the reason for this view is not really coming from our compassion 
for the person we are visiting, but from our own struggling with emotions as we see it, 
and our fear that this one day could be us. 
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What can feel like compassion is actually arising from selfishness and self 
protection.  I believe that this is what is behind the constantly high figures that are 
quoted supporting euthanasia in our society, we don’t want to be that person. 

Living life to the full in community. 
Reflecting on these things should lead us to live them out as a community.   
As we look around us here each of us has value and dignity with our God given 

life and as people made in God’s image.  We should be ever vigilant and aware of our 
failures and the deceitfulness of our own motives.  Lastly this leads to truly following 
Jesus command which is to love as he himself loved which was in self giving and having 
compassion on all knowing that the spirit of he who suffered for us is with us. 

We can only seek to uphold the value and dignity of human life in legislation if we 
are also willing to do it in our actions, looking to care for those who suffer and those who 
care for them.  Keeping the fence up calls us to active and true compassion. 

SECULAR ARGUMENT 

I hope that these points have been helpful as you think through this issue for 
yourself.  But if we are to speak about these things in the public sphere we need to have 
different arguments.  There is increasing pressure from those such as Andrew Denton 
who believe that all religious arguments should be ignored in our secular society. 

Whilst I reject this premise as I believe we all work from a faith position of some 
sort which informs our ethical presuppositions, I also believe that secular arguments 
should also lead to a rejection of legislating for euthanasia. 

Unnecessary 
Firstly it is unnecessary.  Patients now have the right to refuse treatment, no one 

can force people to undergo procedures which may prolong life but reduce quality of life.  
Furthermore advances and availability of palliative care means that in most cases pain 
can be appropriately managed, and we have excellent palliative facilities and resources 
in Tasmania, although clearly more resources could and should be allocated.   

Experience from Holland suggests that while many of the general population may 
support Euthanasia that the number of those it directly effects, the terminally ill, who 
chose that path is extremely small.  In such a situation, why is a Euthanasia Bill 
necessary? 

Unfortunate 
This is especially so when such legislation is unfortunate.  This may not be the 

best phrase but the legalisation of assisted suicide opens the door to all manner of 
abuses, it is dangerous.  This is why the Australian Medical Association and disability 
sector remain opposed to such legislation.  Liz Carr, an actress with disability best 
known for appearing in Silent Witness, has been a vocal advocate on this issue, of why 
such legislation is so concerning to the disabled community. 

Despite best intentions, and again the Dutch data supports this, the net will be 
widened to include those who have not given, or are unable to give their consent to this.  
A report to the House of Lords in 1989 said this: “The value of the Netherlands 
experience is not in the establishment of a right to die a dignified and humane death. 
The value is in providing an example of the perils of active voluntary euthanasia as a 
whole, and for each vulnerable person within that society. ... A right to die, once 
accepted, too easily becomes a duty to die, or an excuse to kill.” 

This view was underlined when the British Parliament overwhelming rejected 
euthanasia legislation in 2015.   

The door should stay shut, the fence should remain. 
 
 
 



Preached Sixth Sunday of Easter 14/5/17     Life to the Full Euthanasia?/  4 

Untested. 
But most tellingly, and I believe alarmingly it is untested.   
Euthanasia is based on an assumption, that it is better to be dead than alive with 

pain, that the caring option is to terminate physical life.  What evidence is there to 
support such a position?  What unproven presuppositions are in play in this belief? 

Surely we would need someone to come back from the dead to have the data 
necessary and we should follow his lead on this matter, what he has to teach about the 
value of human life and death. 

This may seem to bring back in the religious argument but the presupposition of 
being dead is better than alive with pain also seems to have a quasi-religious element 
and it should be exposed. Such a view seems to carry trace elements of Christian hope 
without looking to the true source of that home.  In the resurrection Jesus breaks the 
fence down from the other side and so offers true hope in the face of suffering and death 
and with him there is not only life to the full but a good death. 

As Paul ends his address to the his sophisticated audience in Athens he points to 
the evidence of the resurrection and encourages them to think further. 

We should do the same for these really are matters of life and death and in which 
case we really avoid consider this evidence and its implications. 


