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Faith with the Works 
Acts 7:55-60; 1Peter 2:11-25; John 14:1-14 

 
Do you see clearly?   
Some parts of the Bible are really clear when we read them and its meaning is 

clear.  At other times, it seems difficult, confusing, and shrouded in mystery or just plain 
mist.  It is comforting that this was true in Jesus time as well. Our Gospel reading today 
has bemused disciples twice asking questions showing how little they truly see. 

In John 14 as Jesus encourages his disciples to see we will see, to keep the see/ 
“C” theme going, there is comfort from Jesus, the centrality of Jesus and clarity as to 
why should have these convictions.  These will be good things to understand and it will 
do our faith good to have another look at them.  

But in the midst of this there is also challenge, which may leaving us feeling 
clueless like the disciples.  We may be tempted to skip over this but I hope we will see 
clearly that if we do understand then we will have faith with the works. 

COMFORT FROM JESUS 

The opening words of John 14 have echoed through the Christian centuries as a 
clarion call of hope.  Words originally spoken to his bewildered disciples shocked by 
betrayal, disappointment and abandonment have brought comfort to many way beyond 
that small circle of believers. 

In the midst of a bleak present, Jesus brings promise of hope, affirming that he 
and the Father are working for their eternal good and preparing a place for them.  They 
are not and will not be abandoned. 

This is something we need to be reminded of and see clearly, the hope of eternity 
which Jesus offers.  When we are downcast or bereaved, these are words that we need 
to hear, “Do not let your heart be troubled.” We are to trust Jesus and God, there is hope 
and life.  We can clearly see there is hope. 

CENTRALITY OF JESUS 

Jesus words about knowing where he is going bring the first of our clueless 
questions, the ever helpful and uplifting Thomas doesn’t get it which leads to possibly 
the greatest of Jesus many great statements. 

“I am the way, the truth and the life.”  
This is a claim to be the way to God, the truth about God and hope of eternal life 

with God, in short as Jesus goes on to say in response to the second clueless question 
this time from Philip “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 

In Jesus we know and see the Father.  If we want to know what God is like, then 
we look at Jesus.  So, do we clearly see when we look at Jesus?  We see Jesus caring 
for the outcast, we see him being with the blind and lame, we see him celebrating at a 
wedding, we see him weeping at a funeral, we see him washing his disciples feet in 
humble service, we see him not wanting our hearts to be troubled. 

In these actions of Jesus we see clearly what our God is like.  We often make the 
mistake of trying crush what we understand of God into Jesus rather than looking the 
other way and seeing Jesus as the prism by which we truly see what God is like.  The 
way is that hope, the truth is love and life is in abundance in all its fullness.  That is the 
God that Christians believe in and we must keep reminding ourselves and others.  The 
God that so many reject is not the God we see in Jesus, we don’t believe in the God that 
many also don’t believe in. 
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This may help us deal with the exclusive claim Jesus makes here that no one 
comes to the Father but through him.  Some have sought to overcome this by 
downplaying Jesus centrality which is surely not right.  Others though have sought to 
apply it in such a way that just as surely is in error as it presents a view of God that is 
closed, divisive and uncaring. 

If Jesus is the way the truth and the life then he is the unique path to God, and all 
who are with God will know that it has only been through Jesus but how that will be 
worked out does remain a mystery.   

What is not a mystery is that if we do believe and trust in Jesus, we not only have 
the wonderful experience of knowing the true nature of God but also knowing that we 
will be with him.  

The comfort Jesus offers is closely tied to his centrality.  If Jesus is not central to 
God’s purposes his offer of comfort has no guarantee, without the offer of comfort we 
may be confused about what God’s purposes are.  In Jesus we see a God who offers us 
welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary. 

In Jesus we clearly see the welcoming loving nature of our God. 

CLARITY ABOUT JESUS 

These are big claims by Jesus, what clues might we have or clarity can we find to 
pin our hopes on this Jesus.  Jesus continues to speak about his union with the Father, 
the words that he speaks, are part of the works of the Father.  All that he does, and all 
he says help reveal the nature of God. (v10) 

Then Jesus says something very interesting, he challenges his disciples and us 
to look at the evidence.  Don’t just believe my words, he says look at the works.  (v11) 
Part of his works are the signs or miracles that he has done, water into wine, walking on 
water, feeding 5000, healing blindness, lameness and raising Lazarus.   That is what his 
hearers would have thought of, and Christians have often pointed to Jesus’ miracles as 
signs as to Jesus true nature. 

Of course, the great work which Jesus is to do is at this point still in front of him, 
in his death and resurrection, which is both the great work of revealing the death defying 
love of God and the great vindication of Jesus claim. 

We do not simply believe in Jesus offer of comfort and his claim to reveal God 
because he said so, but because of who he was, what he did and that God underwrote, 
underlined, and overtly demonstrated the truth of these claims in the resurrection.  This 
was a public event which is open to investigation.  For me, when I doubt the comfort, or 
am struggling with what God is up to, I go in the words of the old hymn back to the “old 
rugged cross” and the empty tomb and know that the comfort is real. 

We can clearly see there is evidence to trust in the hope of being with God and 
the love of God. 

CHALLENGING WORDS OF JESUS 

All this is clear, at least I hope it is, we have good ground as the passage puts it 
to “believe in God and in Jesus” and know the comfort and hope that brings.  Philip 
asked to be shown the Father and he would be satisfied, in Jesus we should be 
satisfied, and perhaps we should be satisfied if this is what we see clearly from this 
passage. 

But then there are two great challenges as our passage ends, things that are 
hard to see clearly, Jesus says that we will do greater works than him, and secondly that 
if we ask anything in his name he will answer it.  Both of these seem either opaque or 
simply untrue on face value.  But let’s see if we can see more clearly. 

The Challenge of Works 
Firstly, let’s think about works.   



Preached Fifth Sunday of Easter 14/5/17         Faith with the Works John 14/  3 

In John’s Gospel Jesus’ works are not only his miracles they are all that he does, 
all his words and his actions.  And all of them point to the Father, and to his nature.  
That is what is works are. 

So we should see that Jesus clearly says that those who believe in him will do 
works.  That is we will do things which demonstrate the nature of God. This makes 
sense if we are following the one who is the Way, the Truth and the Life then we will be 
showing people the way the truth and the life.  And just as with Jesus, it will come in all 
areas of life, at weddings, at funerals, in our dealings in public and the way that we 
speak and so, we are seeking to do the work of God.  We see this in 1Peter as well, 
people are to see our good works and give glory to God and it is at all times, good and 
bad.  We are to do being aware of God and that we represent God. 

Notice this is not an optional thing in the life of faith.  I’ve called this sermon Faith 
with the works.  If you are ordering a burger with the works you are making a choice 
from a number of options, perhaps cheese, pineapple, bacon etc or you can go all in 
and get the works.  In the life of faith there are no options, you can’t have faith without 
the works, that is not faith.  We must be living a life that seeks to reflect the God we see 
in Jesus.  All of our life can help reveal God and it is to be marked by love.  The very 
next verse after our reading, Jesus says, “If you love me you will keep my 
commandments” and his commandment is to love as he loved. and what will be the 
result of this, the world will know we are Jesus’ disciples.  The works reveal to the world 
the nature of Jesus and so God. 

Is that what you are trying to do. All our works show something.  Do you need to 
hear again from Jesus “the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do”  
Jesus response to Philip is one of have you been with me all this time and you still don’t 
understand.  Jesus is not the only preacher to have that feeling.  But it is true for us all. 

Philip said show us the Father and we will be satisfied, would Father look at us 
and be satisfied? 

Greater works 
But what about greater works, is there still an expectation here that we will do and 

see miracles.  Well, God is the creator of all and I’m sure could surprise us. 
But Jesus has just raised Lazarus’ from the dead and will himself be raised so its 

hard to see what the great miracle could be.  I think we start to get towards an answer 
when we see that Jesus says that this will happen because he has gone to the Father. 

It is only after Jesus’ death and resurrection that the full revelation of God has 
taken place.  So the work we do to reveal the risen Jesus is a greater work than Jesus 
was doing at this point in his ministry.  That is the greater work which we and all the 
Church have in taking and demonstrating the wonder of the risen Jesus to the world. 

The Challenge of Prayer 
It is no surprise then that the topic turns to prayer, if we are to fulfil this task then 

we need God’s help.  And the context helps us understand the kind of prayer that Jesus 
says he will answer.  The prayers are in his name.  This does not act like a credit card 
that gets us whatever we want, rather the name speaks of character of the person.  To 
pray in Jesus name is to pray in a way that matches Jesus mission that is to reveal the 
Father.  Simply put, it would prayer that we would do the works which Jesus does. 

Jesus goes on to say that this prayer is answered by the sending of the Spirit 
which will enable and empower us to do these works and you may want to read on. 

We may want to ask many more questions but perhaps we should start by taking 
Jesus at his word, and be more faithful in prayer that we would be people who by our 
lives help show the comfort, hope and love that we have found in Jesus. 

Then we would have faith with the works for that is what all who believe in Jesus 
are called to do. 


