
Help us prevent Organ failure 

 

We are launching an appeal to the tune of $250,000. 

St. David’s Pipe Organ is a magnificent musical instrument which has served 

the Cathedral and its congregations and the wider community over many years. 

Age has now caught up with our Organ and work urgently needs to be done to 

ensure that it is able to serve the community for years to come.  This significant 

work will commence after Easter 2017. 

We have already secured over $40,000 so we are well on the way. 

Donations can be made to St David’s Cathedral Foundation by cheque or 

electronically BSB 067 002 Acc No. 1017 9982 with a reference of Organ 

If you require tax deductibility, please make cheques out to: The National Trust 

of Australia (Tasmania) St David's Cathedral Conservation Appeal or 

electronically the reference should be Organ Nat Trust.  You will need to 

provide a name and address for receipt. 

For more information about the Foundation or supporting St. David’s  

contact office@saintdavids.org.au, GPO Box 748, Hobart 7001 



The Organ of the Cathedral Church of St. David 

The first organ of St David’s Cathedral was a small instrument of one manual 

built by John Gray of London in 1823. Although the original Georgian 

cathedral building was not large, the organ was probably soon felt to be 

inadequate to accompany the hymn-singing of its congregation. 

In 1858 it was moved to St Matthew’s Anglican church Rokeby (now an 

eastern-shore suburb of Hobart). This fine instrument, the oldest in the country, 

retains its original free-standing case and is still playing, modernized only with 

an electric blower. 

Its successor at St David’s was an instrument of two manuals and pedals built 

by another famous London firm, Bishop and Starr. A small amount of its 

pipework (notably nos. 6, 7 and 10 of the specification below) has been 

retained in the present instrument. 

Moved into the new and larger cathedral church in 1874, it remained unaltered 

until 1909. In that year, and again in 1916, it was enlarged by the Melbourne 

firm of George Fincham & Sons. 

A third manual was added, the action converted to tubular pneumatic, and most 

of the earlier pipework replaced. Still, however, written records from the next 

few decades indicate that dissatisfaction was felt with the organ’s ability to 

lead a large congregation. 

In 1958 a major rebuilding was undertaken by J. W. Walker & Sons. The 

action was converted to electro-pneumatic, a new blower provided, and the 

console moved from the organ case to the south side of the choir. 

Most of the existing pipework was retained unaltered, but there were 

substantial additions to all departments, including high-pressure reeds available 

on the Great, Choir and Pedal. The organ now occupied all three bays of the 

north choir aisle, with a new case-front. 

Between 1999 and 2005 substantial tonal renovation was carried out by the 

local firm of Gibbs & Thomson, with a view to improving the organ’s 

projection, coherence and versatility. 

The specification is little changed, but much rescaling and revoicing have been 

undertaken: in particular, the Great and Swell Mixtures and all the Choir 

pipework have been remodelled, the reedwork revoiced, and the Pedal Open 

Wood rescaled. 

The result is an instrument still in the English romantic tradition, but with the 

ability to make sense of music from the German baroque and French romantic 

and modern traditions. 


