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Do You Believe This? 
Readings: John 11:1-45 

 
Our reading today takes us to a funeral and it includes the words that are said at 

many funerals.  Jesus statement “I am the resurrection and life.  Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die.”  These are words of comfort to many.  It is interesting that the prayer book drops 
Jesus’ next words.  “Do you believe this?” 

As I say Jesus’ words at a funeral I find myself wondering the same thing as I 
look out at those who have gathered in grief.  And I find myself thinking it now.  Jesus is 
the resurrection and the life, do you believe this? 

As we look at this passage we will find then both comfort and challenge. 

JESUS WEPT 

There is much that we can draw comfort from in this story.  It is perhaps the most 
humane and stories in John.  It is very unusual to get characters named in John, for 
instance we don’t know the name of the woman at the well, the blind man, but as this 
chapter starts we have rush of names.  Lazarus, Mary, Martha, and these are people 
who love Jesus and whom Jesus loved.  It perhaps makes us enter into this story at a 
deeper emotional level.  This is perhaps further deepened if we know that the sisters at 
least are known to us in other gospels. 

Here is Jesus at his most approachable, his most normal.  This sense is only 
heightened when just before the climax of the story we have the shortest verse in the 
Bible, “Jesus wept.” 

It is something which I find profoundly comforting to know that Jesus dealt with 
the grief of his friends and also had his own moment of grief. 

Such things should bring us comfort in the face of death for as we pray in Jesus 
name we know that he has been there before us and he knows the loss we feel. 

JESUS CLAIM 

Yet we also have Jesus making perhaps his most audacious and stunning claim 
as to who he really is.  “I am the resurrection and the life.”  We need to be clear as to 
what Jesus is saying.  Jesus is making the claim that God’s purpose of undoing the 
curse and reality of death finds its centre and meaning in him. 

Martha has a vague understanding of God’s purposes; Jesus refocuses her 
attention onto him.  “If you want to understand God’s purpose in death you need to look 
to me.”  For there is life beyond this grave, not in simply a spiritual life but resurrection 
into new creation.  Hence Jesus says, “Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live”  Jesus does not promise that we won’t die but rather that there is life, true life 
beyond death with him. 

This leads to a new take on this life for then death is not the end, death does not 
win, ultimately God’s purposes for us are life.  Hence why Jesus can go on to say 
“everyone who lives and believes in me will never die”.  Jesus in saying will never die is 
not denying the reality of what he has just said, and after all the very word resurrection 
requires there to be death, rather he is saying if you grasp who I am and what I am 
offering we can truly live now, eternal life starts now and will continue on past death 
through resurrection. 

All this is not on the basis of what we have done, or how good we have been, but 
simply because of Jesus and who he is. 

This is what we are being called to believe.  Do we believe it? 
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Can we believe it? 
We might wonder can we believe it what evidence do we have?  The story of 

Lazarus is of course given to us as an enacted parable.  Jesus has God given power 
over death.   

But this event with its language of the grave stone and the grave clothes points 
forward from Lazarus’ resuscitation to Jesus resurrection.  As Jesus rises unaided from 
the grave we seem him truly as he is, the resurrection and the life.  Without Jesus’ 
resurrection his words are an ambit claim, with it he demonstrates the reality of 
resurrection and life. 

Furthermore, we can look to the evidence of the early Church writers who grasp 
the profound hope that comes because of what has happened in and through Jesus. 

Paul could write “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who 
fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  We believe that Jesus 
died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him.” 1Thessalonians 4:13-14  This hope is expressed in our creeds and 
and each week as we partake in Communion, but do we believe it. 

Thomas, the Eeyore of the New Testament says fatalistically at the start of this 
story that they should go with Jesus that they may die with him.  There is a great deal of 
irony in this statement given how the disciples will later behave.  But actually this is what 
the passage wants us to do, we are to go with Jesus and die with him, for in dying with 
him is the path of true hope, the path of resurrection.  Do you believe this? 

LENT OUT OF SHAPE 

During Lent I have been encouraging us to consider where we might be lent out 
of shape, where is our thinking and our living broken and where might we be calling on 
God to create in us a new heart.  I believe our thinking about death and resurrection is 
an area where we are broken and need to ask God to renew us. 

The Stench of Death 
John 11 is permeated with, to use words of the passage, the stench of death.  

The disciples are worried about Jesus death and indeed their own. Lazarus has been 
dead for 4 days and we are unnecessarily reminded that he is a dead man. 

Death seems ever present and triumphant.  In the midst of this there is grief and 
sadness and there can seem to be no hope. 

In fact, as you read John 11 carefully you realise that it is the hopelessness in the 
face of death which bring Jesus to tears.  They are in the presence of the one who is the 
resurrection and the life and yet they weep without hope, so Jesus weeps. 

We need to have our thinking about hope in the face of death reshaped.  The 
book of Hebrews says “Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] 
himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by the fear of death.” 

Jesus weeps when we live without hope. 
We need to ask God to give us a new heart that trusts Jesus’ especially in the 

face of death.  Jesus is the resurrection. 

Covering the Smell 
I wonder in our society however if the issue is different.  The culture then was full 

of the stench of death; it was an ever-present reality.  Life was short and tenuous.  
Death was always having to be dealt with. 

In our culture however we do whatever we can to cover that smell, we do 
whatever we can to ignore the valley of the shadow of death.  We push it out our minds 
and our lives.  Our hospitals have become our temples, we subcontract out our funeral 
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arrangements, we rarely see a dead body, and we even seek to treat death as a medical 
treatment option, all it seems to me so that we don’t have to deal with death. 

Surely this too would make Jesus weep.  He does not want to ignore death, it is a 
reality but rather see there is more to life than just this life and then death but there is life 
with him which will never end.  We live this life to the full knowing that it only part of a full 
life. 

This means we can face death with certainty of being with him, we can have 
assurance.  When I speak with people, even church people, good church people about 
what lies beyond the grave there is uncertainty, hopes that they have been good 
enough, or a vague sentimentality rather like Martha’s response.  Jesus again must 
weep.  He is the resurrection and the life, in him there is life, not the vague wish for life 
but the certainty of life and he has the power to keep that promise, do you believe this? 

May God create in us new hearts that we may truly believe this. 

DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 

I remember visiting a lovely Christian lady called Rena who was in intensive care 
and did not have long to live and she knew it.   

I read to her from this passage and spoke the great promise of Jesus “I am the 
resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  She looked straight at me and 
in her beautiful Scottish soft voice said “Oh yes”.  Here was one of God’s own whose 
death was certain, but who knew where she was going for dead certain.  She had given 
me much more in her response than I had given her by my visit, and she caused me to 
consider again what I believed. 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life”  Do you believe this? 


