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A Cross Culture 
Readings: Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10 

 
This year we have been celebrating 200 years of this site being important as a 

place of Christian worship in the heart of Hobart.  But we gather here today to celebrate 
something of far greater historic importance, the resurrection of Jesus Christ almost 
2000 years ago.  

But as we remember that event we will see that it is more than simply of historic 
interest or points to some future beyond history, for in the events of Jesus death and 
resurrection we see a reality that is to shape history.  The message of the risen Jesus is 
to flow across culture to all people and should produce a cross shaped culture marked 
by welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary, something our culture desperately needs right 
now in our history. 

THE FIRM FOUNDATION 

Knopwood’s Statement 
At the laying of the foundation stone of the first St. Davids in 1817 Rev’d Robert 

Knopwood said this Church was founded on Jesus Christ “His Doctrines are the 
foundation of our Faith. His Life is the foundation of our Practice, His Promises is the 
foundation of our hope.” 

The Christian community in Hobart knew something of the need for firm 
foundations as an early wooden Church building had blown away in a tempest in 1812.  
But the Church has always taken the teaching, life and promises of Jesus as its 
foundation because in the resurrection of Jesus all of these are vindicated by God. 

Without the resurrection Jesus’ teaching would have seemed speculative, his life 
inconsequential and his promises empty.  With the resurrection, there is God’s big tick to 
the teaching, life and promises of Jesus.  In his ministry we are shown to be the truth 
about God, how we are to live and our future.  Firm foundations indeed. 

Jesus Teaching – Welcome 
In Jesus teaching we see a wide and open welcome.  Jesus says in Matthew 11 

“Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 
We see Jesus living this out in the welcome that he gave to the outcast, the sick, 

the sinner, the low.  His was a movement and kingdom in which all are welcome. 
This was to be a welcome that went across boundaries, across divides, across 

cultures.  No wonder then that the early church as we see in Acts 10 proclaimed that this 
was a message for all people, God does not show partiality all are welcome. 

Jesus Life- Reconciliation 
This idea of welcome is given concrete form in Jesus’ life that exemplified 

reconciliation with the meals that he shared with the “wrong” people and the forgiveness 
that offered and demonstrated.   

It is of course writ most large in his death which was so that we could be 
reconciled with God, he said that he had come to offer his life as a ransom for many.  In 
Jesus, God has paid the price of putting things right and invites us into a new 
relationship with him. 

Acts 10 tells us that in Jesus there is forgiveness, reconciliation with God, and in 
Colossians Paul says “...  through [Jesus] God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross 
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Jesus Promises – Sanctuary 
This reconciliation leads to Jesus promises of eternal life, of true sanctuary.   
This is not only true in the future but is something we can work on now.  Jesus 

says that those who base their life on his teaching will be like a wise man who builds his 
house on the rock, the good foundation and then when the wind, rain, storm and 
tempest come the house will not fall.  Furthermore, the risen Jesus promises to never 
leave us or forsake us. 

Paul puts it this way as he thought about the implications of the resurrection. “ … 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 

BUILDING ON THE FOUNDATION 

Whilst there are many ways we could summarise the impact and ministry of 
Jesus, welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary is a pretty good place to start.  All of these 
ideas are underscored, validated and guaranteed by the resurrection which we celebrate 
today. 

Personally 
The first question I should ask in response to this is have your responded to this 

welcome, been reconciled with God and been assured of the sanctuary that there is with 
Jesus. 

This is not just something that should be admired as a religious construct, or a 
beautiful spiritual idea.  This should not be viewed as one might look at a stained glass 
window, as thing of beauty and wonder.  Rather they are a door which we are to enter 
into the wonder of God’s kingdom. 

The offer of welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary are as real as the resurrection 
and I urge you to respond, and you will have an opportunity to do so late in the service 
in affirming our faith and coming to the Lord’s table. 

During this I took a funeral of a member of the congregation.  A number of people 
commented that it must have been difficult to do that in Holy Week.  But the more I 
thought about it the more appropriate it was.  That this man who had grown into his faith, 
often sitting at the back of the Cathedral and I would tell him he was welcome to 
participate in the service but he wasn’t ready.  Yet and over time come forward to take 
communion firstly simply to be prayed for, and then when he was ready to receive 
communion in faith and heard the words “The body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was 
given for your preserve your body and soul to everlasting life.”  Here was welcome, 
reconciliation and sanctuary which he accepted and the offer is there for you as well.  
Then you too will truly celebrate the resurrection. 

Church 
All this is perhaps well and good, so far this is what you would be expecting a 

minister to say at Easter, but then this is where the rubber is to hit the road.  Having 
accepted God’s welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary in Jesus we are to live this out.  
This is what Paul means when he talks of setting your minds on things above and not of 
things of earth.  He doesn’t mean become so heavenly minded to be of no earthly use, 
but to reject the ways of this world which are marked by anxiety, rejection and revenge 
and embrace a way of life that is marked by welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary.  
This is what a cross culture looks like. 

It must be put into practice.  As part of the service we say Christ is risen alleluia 
He is risen indeed alleluia.  But it is also true to say that Christ is risen in deed, not just 
in truth but in lived reality.  We proclaim that Christ is risen as we show in our deeds 
welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary. 
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Sadly, these are not words that many think of when they think of the church.  
Words such as closed, judgemental and unsafe are words that may come to mind but 
more likely they, because of these things, probably don’t think about the church at all, it 
is simply irrelevant.   

We need to admit that we have not lived up to the teachings, life and promises of 
Jesus and when we do that we present a twisted and distorted view of God.  We should 
always be grateful for the forgiveness we have in Christ.  But this is the call we need to 
strive to live this out in deed, and celebrate when we see it.  It is wonderful that we have 
people from many different cultural backgrounds who have found welcome, 
reconciliation and sanctuary as part of this community.  A true cross culture will work 
across cultures to build a true Christian community. 

Culturally 
This should be true in the Church but it 

needs to be displayed to the world.   
I’ve always loved the cartoon that is in the 

pewsheet, which I’m sure by this late stage of the 
sermon you have seen.  A man standing at the 
door of the Church saying, “He’s not here he’s 
risen.  It is so easy to treat the Church as if it was 
Jesus tomb which people visit on an irregular basis 
keeping some kind of connection with him as if he 
were trapped in the building. The resurrection is a 
clear reminded that such constraints simply do not 
apply to Jesus.  The resurrection can be and 
should be celebrated in here but it is also to be 
celebrated out there as we demonstrate welcome, 
reconciliation and sanctuary to and for a watching 
and needy world.   

He is not here, he’s risen alleluia, he’s risen indeed alleluia.  Jesus is bigger 
than the Church and his message is something our culture needs. 

It seems to me that we are living in a dangerous time for our culture.  I wonder 
which words you would use to describe it.  I come up with words like.  Fearful, isolation 
and vengeful.  We see this in the various popularist political movements a move to 
nationalism, tribalism and insularity.  We need to recognise that those who build walls 
ultimately end up paying for them. 

Rather we are to be building bridges of welcome, reconciliation and sanctuary to 
and for our culture to show them a different way, a cross culture when we do it is a 
powerful witness.   

In the name of the risen Jesus we need to offer voices of welcome above those of 
hate to the refugee, those different from us, those with whom we disagree, the outcast 
and the damaged and be willing to bear the cost of that welcome. 

In the name of the risen Jesus we need to work hard at healing divisions in our 
culture and society, not to give way to the fear that seems so prevalent, to speak peace 
to the increasingly shrill voices of the left and the right, to work at relationships 
personally and build relationship across divides, we can think particularly of our 
indigenous community. 

In the name of the risen Jesus we need to look to provide sanctuary, obviously 
getting our own house in order but also working to prevent domestic violence, issues of 
homelessness, as well as continue to provide safety for the most vulnerable in our 
society. 

If we do this then the such a cross culture will impact across our culture. 
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 “Three Crosses” 
Our Easter material has been adorned by the beautiful painting “Three Crosses” 

by aboriginal artist, Yvonne Edwards.  Yvonne had every reason for rejecting everything 
to do with European culture that had come to her nation.  Her land was taken from her 
people and used an atomic weapon testing site, four generations of her family who died 
or had birth defects as a direct consequence.  Yet she embraced the message of the 
Saviour which the missionaries brought with them and drew great strength from her faith 
in Jesus. 

So when she was asked to do an artwork on the theme of reconciliation she 
painted this picture.  She knew that in Jesus there was welcome, at the cross there is 
reconciliation and as the sun rises in the background with the resurrection shining 
through that those who gathered at the cross wherever they came from and whoever 
they were there was sanctuary.  She in her life and artwork was demonstrating a cross 
culture across cultures. 

May we in Christs name seek to do the same and demonstrate welcome, 
reconciliation and sanctuary in word and in deed for Christ is risen alleluia He is risen 
indeed alleluia. 


