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Without Blemish 
 

A few weeks ago St. David’s celebrated its 200th birthday.  
At the laying of the Foundation stone in 1817 the Rev’d Robert 
Knopwood said that Jesus’ “… Doctrines are the foundation of 
our Faith. His Life is the foundation of our Practice, His Promises 
is the foundation of our hope.” 

His 200 year old words are a reminder that the Christian 
faith and the Christian church are founded on the life and 
teaching of Jesus.  His teaching and practice are also the 
foundation of any true Christian understanding of relationships.  
To look at his revolutionary practice of welcome and his counter 
cultural recognition of women remains a challenge to the church 
and as well as our wider society. 

Within the family, the apostle Paul taught, that the model 
for relationships is the self giving love that Jesus has for his 
people.  Paul particularly says to men that their love is to follow 
the pattern that Jesus had when he gave his life for his people 
so as to present them spotless and without blemish to God.  The 
pattern of love is one which leaves people spotless and without 
blemish. 

If then love leaves a blemish it is not a love like that of 
Christ. Some of you may have seen the YouTube video of the 
lady who photographed herself every day for a year during 
which she experienced family violence.  It is harrowing viewing, 
as her face is marked by blemishes.  Such behaviour is 
completely incompatible with Christian teaching and the 
example of Christ.   

To put it another way from a Christian perspective as Jesus 
gave himself to give us sanctuary, if there is no sanctuary it is 
not Christ like love. 

Because of this the Anglican Church of Tasmania believes 
that any kind of family violence is unacceptable in any 
circumstance. 

 
This is part of a larger statement of The Anglican Church in 

Tasmania which in 2015 stated it 
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1. deplores the horrific levels of family violence in the 
Tasmanian Community, 

 
2. grieves with those who have suffered the pain and trauma 

of any form of domestic abuse, 
 

3. recognises that such abuse occurs within the Christian 
community and the congregations of the Diocese of 
Tasmania, 

 
4. maintains that family violence is absolutely unacceptable in 

any circumstance, and 
 

5. commits the Diocese of Tasmania to work to changing 
community values from those which allow this abuse to 
occur to those which foster respectful and safe 
relationships. 

 
In response to this resources like that which we are marking 
today have been provided to all Parishes to raise awareness of 
all forms of abuse (physical, sexual, psychological, financial and 
spiritual) and to train clergy and pastoral workers in this area.  
For instance, this small brochure “STOP” giving resources that 
are available to those experiencing abuse is always at the back 
of the Cathedral. 
 
We also held a service where we recognised that the response 
of the Church in the past has been inadequate and at times 
inappropriate. 
 
If we are to be faithful to Christ, and the foundation of his love 
then we must aim to be people, churches and communities 
which provide sanctuary and seek to demonstrate that true love 
does not leave a blemish. 


