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No other Foundation 
Preached by The Rev’d Robert Knopwood 

on the occasion of the laying of the Foundation Stone of the Church of St David, February 19th, 1817. 
(Some of the spellings reflect usage at the time.) 

INTRODUCTION 

1 CORINTHIANS 3RD CHAPTER ELEVENTH VERSE 
For other foundation can no Man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 
The Church of Christ derives its principles its Laws, and its motives, not from 

the bare institutions of Nature but, from the sacred Religion of the Son of God. 
The important doctrines, in the knowledge of which it has attained are infinitely 

preferable to the speculations of Genius, the dubious responses of oracles and the 
fallible deductions of Philosophy 

The Precepts which this Society obeys, are simple and uniform: the sanctions 
by which it is influenced are awful and forcible, and the Joys which it hopes to sustain 
are Divine and Eternal. 

 
The Subject to which I direct your attention, will not, I trust be improper to 

employ our meditations. “For other foundation can no Man lay, than is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

From these words, I will endeavour in the First place to shew, that it is the only 
foundation, upon which a Christian can build with safety: and from this I will deduce 
such observations as the subject may appear to suggest. 

That I may present you with the most comprehensive view of the subject, we 
shall consider Christ as the foundation of our Faith 

His Doctrines are the foundation of our Faith. His Life is the foundation of our 
Practice, His Promises is the foundation of our hope. 

 

HIS DOCTRINES ARE THE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH 

The Gospel of the Son of God holds up to our view attracting objects which are 
admirably calculated to excite our contemplation, and to inspire our Faith. The 
Contemplations which these objects excite are full of Consolation and the faith, which 
they inspire, is the inspiration of Truth.  

Faith is the doctrines of Jesus Christ not the rash opinion of incredulity, or the 
rude conjecture of an unripe understanding but the genuine effect of sober conviction, 
the mature conception of an enlightened and unbiased mind. It is not the excursion of 
Fancy into the region of romance, but the assent of the Judgment of the truths 
approved by Reason, Confirmed by Miracles, and sealed with blood. 

 
Deeply concerned, as we all are, for the honour of these doctrines, we dread 

not the scrutiny of the most penetrating talents, nor the quick sighted Eye of the most 
accomplished Philosopher. 

Ignorance, Prejudice, and depraved dispositions, only alarm us. These are the 
poisoned arrows which corrupt the purity of our religion, and wound the vitals of our 
Faith. We doubt not, that the Doctrines of Jesus, fairly interpreted will ever meet with 
the fullest approbation with cultivated reason, and lead candour, and science to offer 
incense at their shrines. Hence our fears arise, not from the abilities and learning but 
from the vanity or guilt of our opposers. 
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The conceited infidel presuming that every truth is discoverable by the 
researches of human reason may deny the expediency of Divine revelation.  

The audacious villain, throwing off the restraints of Modesty and virtue, may 
effect to sneer at a Religion which forbids his crimes and threatens his impenitence 
with everlasting destruction.  

The crafty hypocrite anxious to conceal his real character, under the Mask of 
artificial formes, maybe afraid of those doctrines which condemn his hypocrisy. But 
the Existence of God, The Supremacy of Providence, the redemption of the world, the 
necessity of virtue and the immortality of Man are doctrines equally superior to the 
specious Caveats of scepticism, the artful sophistry of Vice, the shallow artifices of 
hypocrisy, and the Nattering delusions of Atheism.  

Let then the Atheist boldly reject the form of Religion and embrace the 
principals of necessity, Live, a stranger to God, and to happiness. Let the Jew remain 
fettered in his own opinions, and, hiding himself behind the Veil of Moses refuse to be 
illuminated by the Gospel of Christ. But amidst the Errors of Men let it ever be the 
study O Disciple of Jesus, to preserve unshaken thy Faith in the Religion of thy 
Heavenly Master. “For other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

 
This is the Rock which if thou buildest the fabrick of thy Faith, the Gates of Hell 

shall not prevail against thee. The superstructure thou erectest upon this foundation 
will be superior to the malice of the world, and outlive the assaults of time and death. 
“The Winds may blow, the rains may fall, and the floods may come” But while he, who 
is the Master of the storm, is thy Protector Thy Faith shall survive the fury of the 
tempest and “Stand secure amidst a falling World 

 

HIS LIFE IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR PRACTICE  

Secondly The life of Christ is the foundation of our Practice, The perfection, the 
Glory and the happiness of Man depend entirely upon his conduct The God whom we 
worship authorises us to say, that at the end of the world, it will be rendered to every 
Man, according to his works. An example therefore of an unclouded Virtue is an object 
of the highest importance, and this we can find in Christ For other foundation can no 
man lay, 

Look back upon the history of the human race, trace it from Adam to Noah, 
from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses, from Moses to the Prophets, from 

the Prophets to Christ and from Christ to us: And one instance will not be found That 

of Christ only accepted: in which virtue uniformly maintained its steadfastness without 

ever being seduced by the allurements of Vice. 
 
A life entirely immaculate and divinely sublime was the exclusive prerogative of 

him, who, in the soft accents of benevolence proclaimed. ‘I am the way, the truth and 
the life.” This was the Sun the brightness of whose beams no shade intercepted, the 
lustre of whose beauty no cloud could obscure. In the bosom of Jesus every heavenly 
disposition resided: and in his Life every amiable and useful virtue was displayed, His 
Piety was sincere and fervent.  

He not only joined with his Countrymen and Disciples in observing the Public 
institutions of Religion but he frequently retired from the active scenes of life, to hold 
sacred communion with his Heavenly Father. His resignation was perfect and 
cheerful. When the cup of sufferings was presented to him, in the Spirit of submission, 
He thus Expressed himself. O My Father, if this Cup may not paʃs away from me 
except I drink it, thy will be done” 
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His Humility was steady and unaffected. When the multitude would have made 
him a King he declined the Honour they intended him: When a certain young Man, 
wishing to honour Him, calling him, “Good Master” He modestly said: “Why callest 
thou me good: There is none good but one, that is God.” In him purity unfolded such 
peculiar loveliness, that He was Emphatically titled “ the Lamb of God. A Lamb without 
blemish and without Sin.  

In him Benevolence was conspicuous, that during the whole course of his 
ministry, “He went about doing good” And at last, in offering up his Prayers for the 
forgiveness of his murderers, and laying down his life, for the redemption of the world, 
He shewed an affection for the human race which the malice of the wicked could not 
diminish, nor even the horrors of Death subdue. 

 
Offer then, Christian to thy Maker, the warmest praises of thy heart, for giving 

thee so perfect a modal for thy imitation, and while the feelings of gratitude flow in thy 
breast, let the image of thy Maker be impressed upon thy Life.[Fail?] not to copy the 
fair pattern He hath set thee, till the Graces he possessed sanctify thy bosom, and the 
Virtues he exemplified dignify thy Conduct, till thy heart become a temple, fit for the 
residence of God, and thy Life a mirror to reflect his perfections. 

 

HIS PROMISES IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR HOPE 

Thirdly. The promises of Christ are the foundation of our hope.  
The native feelings of the heart perpetually prompt us to grasp at immortality, 

and to shudder at the thought of annihilation Deprive a Man of the fond and pleasing 
hope that he shall live forever, and he would drag out a weary and miserable 
Pilgrimage And bring down at last, his grey hairs with sorrow to the Grave.  

Enliven him with the expectation of a blessed Eternity, and he almost forgets 
the sufferings which are but for a moment, and looks forward with rapture to that 
happy Period, when sorrow and Death shall be no more. 

Like an exiled Captive.(to the words of an Elegant Writer) big with the hopes of 
returning home, He feels not the weight of his Chains nor counts the days of his 
Captivity, but raises his wishful Eyes to that happy country whither his heart is fled 
before. 

 
To abolish Sin and Death, to dispel the darkness in which Man was involved, 

and to bring Life and immortality to light was an office peculiar to him: who had the 
Keys of Hell and Death “who liveth and was Dead, and is alive for evermore. He only, 
from  his own knowledge could say. “In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it 
were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go, and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself that where I 
am, there ye may be also. He truely could say my sheep hear my voice and follow me, 
and I give unto them Eternal Life. He only could say. To Him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the tree of Life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God. 

 
Christians I admonish thee to seek thy comforts of that world to which thy 

Maker is ascended, and to lay up thy treasures in that inviolate sanctuary: Where 
Moth and rust cannot corrupt nor thieves break through and steal. 

DEDUCATIONS 

I shall now close the discourse with a few practical deductions 
In the First Place. If Christ be the foundation of our Faith, then it follows, that all 

Religious systems of human fabrication which swerve from the Gospel ought to be 
rejected with abhorrence, as the inglorious fetters of spiritual despotism.  
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It were well if furious and contending zealots listening to this sentiment, and 
ceasing to idolise the fabricks of their own Erection would build on the Foundation 
Established in the text. [For other foundation can no Man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.] 

 
In the second place. If Christ be the Foundation of our Practice, then it follows 

that, renouncing all other principles as imperfect, we should steadfastly adhere to the 
Example of Christ.  

You profess to be friends of Jesus and to be “built upon the foundation of the 
Prophets and the Apostles Jesus Christ himself being of the chief Corner Stone in 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth into a holy Temple in the Lord”  

Let it never be said of you, that under the mask of a most Holy profession you 
have wounded your Saviour in a House of Friends.  

Let it never be said of you, that coming to your Redeemer only with your lips, 
like Judas, you have betrayed the Son of Man with a Kiss. but like faithful followers of 
the Lamb, “be ye steadfast, unmovable and always abounding in the work of the Lord” 
For the Foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal “ the Lord knoweth them 
that are his: and every one that Nameth the Name of Christ depart from iniquity 

 
In the Third place If Christ be the Foundation of our Hope then it follows that, 

overlooking those gaudy but empty meters by which the covetous, and the Vain are 
so wretchedly deceived, we should set our affections on the things that are above, 
and look forward to the Joys of immortality.  You profess that Your Kingdom is not of 
this World, but that the Glories of which you are ambitious, lie beyond the Grave, seek 
not then your happiness from the barren object of the Earth, but labour to secure an 
inheritance among them that are sanctified. so shall you become at last Pillars in the 
Temple of God and He that setteth on the throne, shall dwell among you.      Amen 

 
 

PRAYERS 

To God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be ascribed all Honor and Glory both 
now and Evermore      Amen 

 
Grant we beseech thee Almighty God, that the words we have heard this Day 

with our outward Ears, may through thy Grace be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, 
that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living to the Honour and Praise of thy 
Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord     Amen 

 
The Peace of God which passes all Understanding, Keep your hearts and 

minds, in the Knowledge and Love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, And 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost be among you 
and remain with you Always    Amen 

 
 
 


