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Truth or Desire 
Readings: Genesis 32:33-31; 2Tim 3:1-17; Luke 18:1-14 

 
Reading the newspaper can be a bit confusing at times.  You will read about 

the danger of high levels of household debt and people overspending on their credit 
cards and yet on the same page there will be ads for the latest new fangled Smart TV 
which you can get on 18 month interest free terms.  There will be articles on the 
dangers of obesity and we move right into recipes for salted caramel brownies with 
double cream and I kid you not bacon.  We are caught between our knowledge of the 
truth and our desire, and it is pretty clear from our growing levels of debt and size of 
waistbands which is winning and with disastrous consequences, something we see in 
so many areas of life when people chose desire over truth, or worse see what they 
desire as necessarily truth.  Following truth or desire will lead to very different ways of 
living. 

As Paul writes to his young friend, Timothy, he is dealing with these two 
different views of life.  Timothy is told to flee youthful desires (2:2), he speaks of 
women who are swayed by sinful desires (3:6), and in chapter 4 we are told of men 
who will abandon sound doctrine to suit their own desires (4:3).  Timothy is not to be 
like this.  Rather he is to correctly handle the word of truth and not be like men and 
women who cannot acknowledge the truth (3:7), who oppose the truth (3:8); who are 
deceiving and being deceived (3:13), and are turning their ears away from the truth 
(4:4). 

Paul wants Timothy to continue in the truth that he has been taught and at the 
heart of instruction is his appeal to be guided by the Scriptures which teach, rebuke, 
correct and train in righteousness.  As we listen to Paul guide and encourage Timothy 
we will be faced with the choice truth or our desires. 

TRUTH AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 

As Paul presents his challenge to Timothy to live a life characterised by the 
truth he says “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the 
sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
(2 Timothy 3:14-15). 

The truth that Paul wants to determine Timothy’s life is the truth that he has 
learnt.  Paul then is not thinking of philosophical categories; it is a specific truth that he 
has in mind.  It is Paul’s message about Jesus, raised from the dead and descended 
from David (2:8), the fulfilment of all the promises of God. 

It is no surprise then than Paul goes on to speak of the Scriptures.  The truth is 
the message about the God given Saviour and the God breathed Scriptures. 

The Scriptures that Paul is talking about here have to be what we know as the 
Old Testament, the inspired history, prophecy, songs and wisdom of Israel which 
Timothy would have been taught from the age of 5. 

This is a great reminder that we cannot simply dismiss the Old Testament, God 
has given it to us to help lead us to his Son, it is also a great reminder of how 
important it is to teach our children. 

Yet our access to what Paul taught is now in the New Testament and so it is 
now the whole Bible to which we are to turn for the truth in which we are to continue.  
For us then the truth that is to reign in our lives is to be the Scriptures. 
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I wonder if that is how we think about the Bible; do we hold it in as high esteem 
as Paul obviously does.  “All scripture is inspired by God (or God breathed) and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,” (2 
Timothy 3:16, NRSV). 

Perhaps we don’t hold the Scriptures in such high esteem because we as a 
culture don’t like those words, teaching, rebuking, correcting and training.  We don’t 
like the idea of something having that kind of authority over us, after all we want the 
liberation of our desires rather than having someone tell us what we should do. Yet if it 
carries the words of God then we need to let it do its job. 

Taught 
The main thing the Scriptures teach us, even the Old Testament, is to make us 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (3:15).  Each of those words is 
important.  We need the wisdom to know that we need saving.  Many people have no 
idea that they need saving, they just float along through life but the Scriptures make 
us aware of our sin and our need for a saviour.  We are like the Pharisee in Jesus 
parable seeing how others might need saving, when really we need to be like the tax-
collector saying “Have mercy on me, a sinner.” (Luke 18) 

The New Testament presents Jesus as that Saviour, God’s promised King, and 
our response to this knowledge is to be faith, and it is by this faith that we are saved. 

We need to be constantly taught this vital truth, for it is here that we understand 
both the plight of humanity, the truth about the human condition but also the 
astounding love of God as seen in Jesus. 

It is also a reminder that what the Bible teaches above all is not morality but it 
rather points to a person in whom is our eternal life.  This is the main truth that is to 
dominate our life, we are to turn to Jesus as our Saviour King.  Do you need to be 
taught about salvation? 

Reproofed or Rebuked 
It is this truth that is the basis of the rebuke of living by desire.  At the start of 

Chapter 3 Paul shows what a life that is led by such desires looks like. 
“For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, 

abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, implacable, 
slanderers, profligates, brutes, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with 
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to the outward form of 
godliness but denying its power. Avoid them! “(2 Timothy 3:2-5, NRSV). 

Here is a damning description of those who have given the reins of their lives to 
their desires.  They are blatantly breaking the two great commandments to love God 
and to love their neighbour as they love themselves, rather they just love themselves, 
as well as money and pleasure.  They may appear religious, perhaps even going to 
church, but the transforming power of God is not seen in their lives rather a different 
power seems to be at work. 

It is hard not to see a reflection of our own society here for we are a society that 
is definitely ruled by our desires.  We are a culture like Oscar Wilde, we can resist 
anything except temptation. 

Our society is one that gives free reign to desires.  Adverts play on this, in fact 
teach this way of living.  We live in a society that is well captured by the Queen song, 
“I want it all, and I want it now.” 

And we need to understand that while we may recoil at Paul’s description of 
people led by their desires and may naturally look for a different way of life we need to 
understand the strong attraction that we have to living that way.  There is nothing 
intrinsically wrong with desires, they are a natural part of human living but we do like 
to get what we want, I doubt if there is a person here who could deny it. To put it 
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bluntly we desire to do what we desire. But as this passage reminds to give free reign 
to our desires is a dangerous path to take. 

This critique has grave sociological implications.  Maturity can be defined as the 
ability to delay gratification. On this ground we are an extremely immature culture.  
And we see this immaturity played out before us as people focus on themselves and 
their desires, leaving a wreckage of relationships behind them.  We as the church 
need to be showing our culture a different, more mature way of living. 

It is all too easy to great sociological swipes but it also impacts us personally for 
such a critique starts to rebuke us for our own selfishness, lack of love, gratitude and 
so on which all too often come from being controlled by our desires.  Think about it, 
why usually do we not do what Scripture says, usually because we want to do 
something else. Who then is in charg?.  We need to let the Scriptures rebuke us. 

Corrected 
There is however not much point in just being rebuked we need to be 

corrected.  As I coach my soccer team there is not much point just shouting that they 
are doing things wrong I need to show them what is right, I need to correct them. Paul 
will do this for instance in Colossians when he says take off anger, wrath, malice and 
put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience bound together with 
forgiving love. 

But primarily the Bible does this by pointing us to Christ, he is our great 
example of self giving love. 

Trained in Righteousness 
All of this is not just to be head knowledge but is so we will be trained in 

righteousness and be equipped for what God wants of us, so that we will be equipped 
for every good work that God has planned for us. 

These are not things that come naturally to us, they may cause us to change 
long held attitudes and actions but that is what God has given us the Scriptures for to 
train and equip us to be his people and for his purpose. 

Paul provides in himself a different style of life.  “Now you have observed my 
teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 
steadfastness” (2 Timothy 3:10, NIV). 

It is hard to resist the temptation to do a compare and contrast between this list 
and the previous list and Paul obviously wants Timothy to model his lifestyle on his but 
he leaves Timothy in no illusion that it is difficult, he speaks of suffering and 
persecution but this is the way of the truth, a way in which he wants us to follow. 

DESIRED OUTCOMES 

We have considered how the teaching of the Bible, the truth which leads us to 
salvation through faith in Jesus will teach, rebuke, correct and train us. 

This leads us to two desired outcomes.  Firstly, we need, like Timothy, to know 
the Scriptures.  We should be daily reading through the Bible, the daily readings on 
the back of the sheet are for that purpose.  We can join a Bible study group where 
together we learn and also as we meet together week by week in church we bring 
ourselves under the authority of the Scripture.  As we hear it in any of these contexts 
we need to consider how is it teaching us, how is it rebuking us, correcting us and 
teaching us as well as pointing to Jesus.  Have you been taught, rebuked, corrected 
and trained today, do you come each week expecting these things?  

But also we need to be looking for ways that God through his powerful word will 
transform us, we do not want to be people who have a form of godliness but deny its 
power, rather we should desire to become people of faith, patience, love and 
endurance. 
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It is worth noting that this is not only for our own sake but for those around us.  
Paul not only points Timothy to his message but also to those who have taught him, 
that is not only Paul but his mother, Eunice and his grandmother, Lois.  Their faith and 
their faithful witness to Timothy is to help him in his faith. 

We all have a role in encouraging our brothers and sisters in the faith as we 
remain faithful and display faith, patience, love and endurance. 

Let us pray that we would be that witness to those around us and also thank 
God for those who have been that faithful witness of the truth to us. 

In the Bible we have everything we need to be God’s people, proficient, 
equipped for every good work, this is all we need, but is it our desire to live by this 
truth.? 


