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Keep the Faith 
2Timothy 4 

Isaiah 61:1-3; 2Timothy 4:1-22, Luke 18:15-30 

 
Look at me, LOOK AT ME.  This is a saying that not only has been made 

famous by the TV show “Kath and Kim” but is well used by all parents.  It is a common 
way of making sure that a child is paying attention to what you are saying.  We want 
them to know what we are saying is serious and deserves their full attention and we 
want to make sure that the message gets through. 

As Paul comes to the end of his last letter to Timothy, and as he comes to the 
end of his life, he wants to make quite sure that he has Timothy’s full attention and 
that Timothy fully understands the importance of what he has to say.   As we give it 
our attention we will discover just how important, how important what he has to say is 
and we will hear our dead man talking telling us about really living. 

THE WORLD WHERE YOU LIVE 

When you want someone to act in a certain way it can help to give them the 
background.  It is one thing to say “Stop Smoking”, it is another to say, “Given the risk 
of lung cancer and an early death, stop smoking.”  You describe a reality and then 
apply it to the reader.  This is what Paul does as he starts his final charge to Timothy. 

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you” (4:1-2a). 

The reality Paul describes is one dominated by God, by which Paul means God 
which we find in the Old Testament, the creator God of Israel.    More than that this is 
not a distant, absent God, but one who is present. 

But this God is now understood in relation to Christ Jesus.  In the Old 
Testament God is the judge, but Paul describes Jesus, the man who lived only 35 
years previously, as the judge of living and the dead.  Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom 
of God that was breaking in and now it is seen that this Kingdom is his.  There is much 
that we could dwell on here but I'd like to just focus in on one word "appearing". 

Appearing 
Paul talks of Jesus' appearing.  It seems an odd kind of word, a bit weak.  But 

there is appearing and there is Appearing.  The Pulse section of the Mercury often 
tells us that some formerly famous musician is appearing in Hobart, often along with 
other former famous musicians, and we don’t get too excited.  But it would be different 
if the Queen was coming.  I remember standing just outside the Cathedral in the early 
70s Union Jack in hand waiting for her appearing. 

The word used here is even stronger than that.  It is the word that meant the 
kind of appearing that a god did, not an appearing in a story or myth but in historical 
events.  From this it also came to mean the appearing of the Emperor when he came 
to visit a town, as Emperors were increasingly thought to be divine.  This is no 
ordinary "appearing", even a step up from a royal visit. 

It is no surprise then that this word is used of God's appearing in the history of 
his people Israel.  But it is something of a surprise that in the New Testament it is used 
of Jesus appearing, the choice of language says a lot about who the writers thought 
Jesus was.  In his appearing God had come to them, God had revealed himself. 

Now his appearing happens in two senses, firstly his appearing on earth and all 
the events of his life and his death and resurrection.  So Paul speaks of “the appearing 
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of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and had brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel." (1:10)   

But it is also used of when he will appear again when he will appear as the true 
Emperor, the true judge, when everyone will know that he is the Lord of Lords and 
Kings of Kings.  This will be the royal visit to end all royal visits.  This is probably 
primarily what Paul has in mind, Jesus’ triumphant return.  Jesus has appeared once 
to reveal salvation and he is going to appear again for judgement.  Timothy needs to 
act in accordance with this, this is the reality in which he lives and time is limited. 

Paul then in this little sentence is talking of big and serious things.  He is 
reminding Timothy and us that we live in a world that exists in the presence of its 
creator God, a God that was revealed in Jesus Christ, that we live in world that will be 
judged by Jesus, and that the clock is ticking for this world, that we live between his 
first and second appearing. 

It is hard to think of a more serious Bible verse than 2Timothy 4:1, and it is in 
view of this reality that we all live. 

THE MESSAGE OF REALITY 

It is against this background of reality the Paul tells Timothy to Preach the Word 
(v2), that is the message of Jesus raised from the dead, descended from David.  In 
effect Paul is saying given the view of reality that the gospel brings us preach this 
message of reality to others.  He is to keep telling them the truth, he is to do it this in 
season and out of season, when people will listen and when they won’t.  By this 
message he is to correct, rebuke and encourage the believers. 

Exchanging the Truth for Myth (3-5) 
Paul then gives another truth, Timothy is to preach the Word of Christ knowing 

that people will ignore the truth that he is telling them, rather turning to things they 
want to hear, exchanging reality for myth.  That is, they will exchange the truth 
revealed in Jesus and live in a fantasy of their own. 

I don’t know how many of you remember the Peter Weir film “The Truman 
Show”.  It concerns Truman, who thinks he understands his world but begins to 
understand that he doesn't.  Unknown to him he actually lives in a giant television 
studio.  He gets hints that all is not as it seems until he discovers the truth, he 
discovers and is presented with reality.  He can leave the studio and embrace the 
truth, or stay and continue living the fantasy. 

To hear the gospel of Jesus raised from the dead is to discover God’s reality, 
the world as it really is and gives us the opportunity to live in the real world.  A world 
that is not focused on me, a world that is not meaningless, a world in which there is 
morality and hope because of God and Jesus Christ.  The gospel calls us to repent, to 
change our way of living and truly live in God's world and in his presence. 

Unfortunately, many people would prefer to live with the fantasy, they prefer 
teaching that reinforces the fantasy that the world revolves around them and their 
desires. 

Timothy is to endure in disappointments and trials that such rejection brings 
and he is to resist the temptation to change the message to suit the listeners.  Rather 
he is to faithfully stick to the task of telling people the truth, the truth that Jesus has 
revealed to us. 

The Passing of the Flame (or perhaps the ball) (6-8) 
Paul’s urgency to do this is now revealed for he is going to die.  He knows that 

his time is up, so he can no longer continue to be one that preaches the word, Timothy 
must carry one where Paul leaves off.  We see here the passing on of the baton.  
Timothy by his teaching is to prepare others to take it up after him. 
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To use a Rugby analogy, it is as if Jesus wins the ball and passes it to Paul, 
who in turn passes it to Timothy who is to look for others to pass it on to.  Whatever 
happens he mustn't lose the ball or die with the ball. 

This imagery is helpful for us to understand what Paul means when he says 
that he has kept the faith.  It does not mean that he has believed until the end, that he 
has kept on believing no matter what the circumstances, although he has done that.  
Rather what it means is that he has kept or guarded the message which was 
entrusted to him.  He is someone who has caught the ball, run with it, kept it safe while 
he was running with it and has now passed it on.  Now it is Timothy's turn to keep the 
faith, to preach the word which he has got from Paul.  He is not to deviate from the 
truth but to keep it safe and preach it, in season and out. (Paul gives a great example 
of this in v16-17.) 

LIVING IN THAT WORLD 

Our Reality 
Paul in his letter to Timothy is encouraging him to stay faithful to reality, to keep 

the faith, to teach this faith to others so that they live lives that are upright and godly.  
This living life in the light of reality, this is really living. 

What might this look like? Paul sketches such a life in Titus, a letter written 
around the same time which also focuses on appearing. 

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches 
us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good.  (Titus 2: 11-14).  Living between Jesus appearances 
must impact our appearance, the way we live.  We are to live like this whether it is 
convenient or not, in season or out of season. 

To be encouraged to do this we need to hear the message, as we saw last 
week and Paul repeats here, to let it correct, rebuke and encourage us.  We need to 
let this true vision of reality reform us, rather than reform reality so that it suits us.   

Unreality 
You may however think that this sounds actually all rather unreal, nice stuff 

from the pulpit perhaps but cannot be lived out in the real world.  You may think that I 
am suggesting a life that is so heavenly minded to be of no earthly use. 

As I reflected on this issue during the week I realised that in Paul however we 
see someone who very much lived in the real world.  Not only does Paul charge 
Timothy with keeping the faith but also with coming to him quickly because he is 
lonely.  He is someone who knows what it is like to be let down by his friends, to miss 
treasured possessions, to be cold, to have real enemies, to have good friends and to 
miss them. 

We are called then to live in the real world of relationships, of disappointments, 
of struggles, of joys but knowing that we live in God's world, a God who has shown 
himself in Jesus and wants us to live in proper relationship with him, that is really 
living. 

FINAL CHARGE 

As we finish the book of 2Timothy we are encouraged to be like Paul who can 
say I have kept the faith, I have finished the race, I have fought the good fight. We can 
note here that it is not I have fought a good fight, as if saying something about Paul's 
manner rather he is saying to the end I have been involved in the true fight, the only 
fight worth fighting, this is the only race worth running.  (based on "Message") 
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It is the good fight for godly living despite the struggles will be vindicated 
despite appearances when Jesus appears. 

Paul says in verse 8, that this vindication, this assurance of God's favour, this 
crown of righteousness, is available to all who long for Jesus' appearing or literally 
have loved his appearing.  That word again.  It is those that have loved his appearing 
both his first in revealing salvation and long in faith for his reappearing to judge when 
all will be put to right their faith will be vindicated and they will be brought safely into 
the Kingdom and given their crown. 

What would Paul to say us as we finish looking at this letter.  I believe he would 
say to us:  In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 
respond to the truth of Jesus Christ, stay true to this faith in all the trials of life knowing 
that on that glorious day of Christ’s appearing it will have been worth it, both for us and 
all who have kept the faith. 


