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Dead Man Talking 
2Timothy 1 

 

Dr Samuel Johnson, the literary figure of the 18th Century, is known for many 
witty sayings.  Perhaps his most famous is: "Depend on it, Sir, when a man knows that 
he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates his mind wonderfully." 

I have never been in that situation but I’m dead sure he is right.   
Imagine you were on death row, in a prison cell, hidden away from what few 

friends you have left, you are lonely, cold, and without your beloved possessions with 
time running out.  How would you feel? 

This is the situation that St Paul is in as he writes what we know as 2 Timothy, 
an intensely personal letter not of self pity but of great faith to encourage his dear child 
in the faith, Timothy, to be strong in the faith.  As we look at this short book over the 
next few weeks I hope and pray that we will be encouraged and strengthened in our 
faith, as Paul hoped Timothy would be 

Setting 
It will be helpful to get some background to this letter.  At the end of Acts 

around the early 60’s Paul is under house arrest in Rome.  There is some evidence 
that he was released around 62/63AD and he resumed his missionary travels around 
the Mediterranean.  But some time later he was rearrested and sent back to Rome 
where Nero was in charge and Christians were unpopular as Nero had used them as 
the scapegoats for the fire of 64AD.  The future for Paul was bleak. 

Timothy was much younger than Paul and we learn in Acts had become a 
Christian when Paul preached in his hometown of Lystra in modern Turkey.  The next 
time Paul came to town Timothy joined him and is often mentioned in Paul's letters as 
a faithful fellow worker.  It does seem that Timothy was a timid character who needed 
to be encouraged to stay strong in the faith and in his ministry. 

Paul does this by reminding Timothy of the wonder of the faith, the need to hold 
onto this faith of being persuaded and unashamed. 

1. DYING IN THE FAITH: "PERSUADED" 

It is clear from the language Paul uses that he has done some soul searching. 
He has served his God with a clear conscience. (v3)  He speaks of things that he is 
"convinced" or "persuaded" of, that he is "not ashamed" and of things "entrusted". 

2Timothy 1:12 
While he uses the words in a number of areas they all come together in 

2Timothy 1:12. “I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, 
and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him.” 

This is one of those verses I have known from childhood because of what I 
knew as the “ed” song.  “I know whom I have believe – ed, and am persuade -  ed” etc 

Whilst the song was helpful in getting me to learn a very important verse from 
the Bible, it was perhaps unhelpful in the mood it was sung.  This was not a verse to 
be sung on Sunday morning with the family and surrounded by friends but by the 
suffering apostle alone in his cell.  It is not so much of celebration as a settled 
conviction.  But notice what is the basis of his faith, it is not what he believes that 
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gives him this assurance, it is who he believes in.  His conviction is not based on a 
creed rather he is persuaded by a person. 

Outline of 2Timothy 1:9-10 
We see why Paul can say this by scanning back a couple of verses, where we 

find out the nature of the one in whom Paul has placed his trust. 
Paul could easily have had other thoughts, much darker thoughts about God in 

his imprisonment but he reminds himself of his saving gracious God. 
Verse 9 tells us that we have a saving God, it is worth noticing in passing that 

we have been saved for a holy life, but for the moment we will focus on this saving 
aspect.  And we quickly discover this saving activity has nothing to do with us. 

God’s plan through all the ages has been to save by grace his own and this 
plan had its genesis before the book of that name even started, this was a plan from 
eternity.  This may explain the rather odd comment that Paul makes at the start of the 
letter, that he serves his God, as his forefathers did, with a clear conscience.  He must 
have reflected occasionally whether he had done the right thing when he left strict 
Judaism behind, with the constant attacks from his fellow countryman.  But he knows 
that in Jesus the fulfillment of all God's saving plans has come to a head.  He was 
doing the right thing. 

Furthermore not only was this salvation because of God’s purpose it was also 
because of his grace, his underserved goodwill towards us.  Grace is difficult for us to 
grasp but we can be thankful that it has grasped us. 

The historic basis for this belief in a saving, purposeful, gracious God, then is 
given, because he been revealed in Jesus, who destroyed death and revealed 
immortality.  God has provided the working mode of his salvation, it is not a religious 
theory, or a pious hope, it is a reality. 

It is this saving, purposeful, gracious God revealed in Jesus Christ that Paul 
has come to know and because of this he is utterly convinced that whatever may 
happen to him now his ultimate future is assured.  He can trust himself, all that he is to 
this God in whom he has believed. 

Can you say the same? 

The Encouragement of keeping the faith. 
I am sure that this would have been encouraging to Timothy.  While Paul has 

proclaimed, preached and taught the gospel these many years, it is because of this 
message that he is now in prison, if there was a time for him to doubt it is now, but 
instead he is encouraged by his own message. 

It is wonderful that the gospel can do its own pastoral work.  There is a lovely 
little episode in Anthony Trollope’s 19th Century novel "Barchester Towers".  Rev 
Harding is depressed thinking about the changes that have happened in his life.  "He 
felt as though the world were sinking from his feet; as though this, this was the time for 
him to turn with confidence to those hopes which he had preached with confidence to 
others.  'What,' said he to himself, 'can a man's religion be worth, if it does not support 
him against the natural melancholy of declining years?' (Barchester Towers, p86) 

Rev Harding found comfort in the gospel he preaches and so Paul also finds 
comfort in his own message and so gives comfort to Timothy.  This is almost certainly 
part of Paul’s message to Timothy, not just what he is teaching but his own example.  
He also has reminded Timothy of other faithful members of his family. 

There is then double application here for us, firstly in our own difficulties to turn 
back to gaze in wonder at our gracious saving God as seen in Jesus and know that 
our eternal life with him is assured.  Our assurance is not to be found in feelings and 
circumstances but in whom we have believe – ed. 

But we also need to recognize that we can give encouragement to others as we 
hold to the faith.  I remember a returned missionary at the Church I grew up in called 
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Mr Bert, who seemed improbably old (he was perhaps 70), he was not a great 
preacher, at least to my 8 year old ears, but I loved to hear him because here was 
someone who still believed. 

To our older folk here do no doubt the encouragement you can be those of us 
who are younger, and all of us should give thanks for those, particularly those of our 
own family who have shown and kept the faith 

2. HIS LAST WISH: "UNASHAMED" 

Paul has spoken of entrusting his life to God, now in verse 13-14 he speaks of 
what he has entrusted to Timothy.  Again one gets the feel of a man settling his 
accounts.  Paul has entrusted this message of the salvation of God revealed in Jesus 
to Timothy and he is to faithfully and lovingly protect it with the help of the Holy Spirit.  
Having being persuade-ed he is to be unashamed-ed of this message. 

For Paul is well aware that people can be ashamed of this message.  After all 
Paul is jail and so people are ashamed of him and have abandoned him.  As he is an 
apostle, preacher and teacher of the Gospel, to be ashamed of him is to ashamed of 
his message.  But why might Timothy, why might we be tempted to be ashamed of his 
“testimony about our Lord.” This message of salvation, message of grace and a 
message centred on Jesus. 

This message can bring great comfort but also great resistance as it tells 
people they need saving, which implies they are under God’s judgment, not a popular 
theme.  It speaks of living a holy life which is hardly high on most people’s agenda, it 
sounds a bit limiting and certainly would challenge the rampant self-centredness we 
see around us.  It speaks of grace, of people not being able to earn their salvation but 
of our need of God and his salvation for us. 

Jesus 
All of these are barriers to people accepting the message but the main one is 

Jesus.  We are so used to Paul talking about Jesus that perhaps we don't notice it but 
Paul here speaks of him by name 6 times in 14 verses and cannot seem to talk of God 
without seeing him in relation to Jesus Christ.  We also need to remember where Paul 
is writing from and writing to.  He is writing from Rome, the heart of the empire to the 
heart of emperor worship and in a direct challenge to the Emperor who called himself 
“Kaiser Soter”, Saviour King, Paul provocatively calls Jesus, “Christos Soter”, Saviour 
Christ. 

Whatever ruler people may want to set up, whatever other saviours mankind 
may put forward there is only one, Jesus Christ our Saviour.  To proclaim this 
message will bring resistance we can be called exclusive, dogmatic etc and other 
Christians may start to feel ashamed of us even fundamentalist, we may even be 
tempted to be a little ashamed of the apostolic message, tone it down a bit. 

But we cannot ignore the command given to Timothy for it is only in Jesus that 
we know whom we have believe – ed and will not be persuade - ed.  If we lose Jesus 
we lose our knowledge of God, if we lose the resurrection we lose our hope.  Rather 
than life and immortality being brought to light we are left to stumble in the darkness. 

Rather with in the Spirit’s power with love and self discipline we are to be 
persuaded and unashamed and as we are able share this message. 

As his coming death clarified Paul’s mind, he knew whom he had believed in 
being sure that God was trustworthy, this was this heart of his message and his hope.  
He sought to encourage Timothy and so encourages us to both be encouraged and 
encourage each other. 

Heavenly Father we thank you that in the gospel of Jesus life and immortality 
have been brought to light, thank you that we need not be ashamed for we know you 
whom we trust and know you are able to keep what we have untrusted to you till that 
day. 


