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Back to Basics 
Romans 8:14-17; Acts 2:1-13; Acts 2:14-42 

 
Today is Pentecost, a celebration of birthday of the Church.  Perhaps it is a sign 

of my age however as I get older birthdays are less about celebration and more about 
reflection, looking back as we look to the future. 

As a church it is perhaps a good time 
to look back to the beginning to get back to 
basics as to what we really stand for.  It easy 
for there to be a drift from the starting point, 
especially over a 2000 year period.  There is 
certainly much about a Cathedral with our 
variety of traditions and terminologies which 
to an outsider may cloud what our message 
actually is.  Rather than being clear we may 
appear to be talking in tongues. 

So today I would like to briefly reflect on Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost 
which we have heard in full today.  So we have a sermon on a sermon, which may seem 
overly reflective but I pray in doing so we will see the exclusive focus on Jesus, the 
inclusive nature of the Church and the, for want of a better word, disruptive role of the 
Holy Spirit.  If we get back to these basics we will have much more to celebrate. 

BACKGROUND TO ACTS 2 

Pentecost comes from the Jewish festival of Shovuos which comes 7 weeks, or 
fifty days after Passover.  Interesting then if we used the Jewish name Pentecostals 
would be known as Shovals, if you can dig it. 

This was a harvest festival which also celebrated the giving of the law on Mt Sinai 
when if possible all devout Jews from all over the Roman Empire would come to 
Jerusalem to the Temple to celebrate.  In their midst are 120 followers of Jesus (see 
Acts 1:15), awaiting the promised Holy Spirit. 

Suddenly something happens, there is a vision, or a manifestation, something 
which Luke finds it hard to describe, a sound like the blowing of a violent wind, 
something that appeared to be tongues of fire.  You can almost imagine Luke listening 
to someone who was there describing it.   

While there is a lack of clarity as to what was seen and heard, what is clear is 
what the effect of this visitation of the Spirit was. This group of early believers started to 
speak in other languages, much to the amazement of those gathered around.  People 
from all over the empire wonder what this is all about that they can hear the wonders of 
God in their own languages.  Some scoff thinking that they have been enjoying the 
festival a little too much. 

PETER’S SPEECH 

Exclusive “This Jesus” 
In such a situation Peter stands up and explains what is happening.  This is not a 

commotion cause by alcoholic spirits, or even high spirits but it is the Holy Spirit given by 
God as promised.  (2:15) 

This pouring out would be an indication that the promised time of salvation had 
come, a time when everyone who called on the name of the Lord would be saved.  This 
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is true because of what God had so recently accomplished in Jesus, or as is often said 
in Peter’s sermon “This Jesus.” (2:22,23,32,36).   

Peter wants his hearers to be very clear about who he is talking about and very 
specific things are said about this Jesus 

 He is the man of Nazareth. 

 The one foretold by prophets 

 Attested to by mighty works and wonders 

 Crucified by Jewish leaders and Roman authorities. 

 Resurrected by God 

 Raised to the right hand of God, the Father 

 Who pours out the Holy Spirit on his followers. 

 He is both Christ and Lord. 
There is then right at the start of the Church a very creedal nature about its belief 

and you can even at this early stage see the Trinitarian nature of the Church’s 
proclamation and experience. 

There are many different ideas about Jesus around in our world today with 
people, even bishops and scholars putting forward a very different view of Jesus from 
the one we find in the Bible.  I have had people tell me about a Jesus I hardly recognise.  
People can speak of following Jesus ideals, or his teaching or example, well Peter is 
quite specific, what it is important is not that but “this Jesus”  

Why can Peter be so confident of this?  Firstly because he was a witness to the 
resurrection and secondly because of the outpouring of the Spirit, this event also 
testifies to who Jesus is.  Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit on the church, is 
rightly celebrated by the Spirit’s role which is always to point to this Jesus.  In this Jesus 
,God has been faithful to all his promises, this is attested to by the Spirit.  The Father is 
faithful to his promises in, and the Spirit testifies to this Jesus.  You can then only 
understand what God is doing in his world in relation to this Jesus. 

Reflection Repentance 
In reflecting on this idea we could notice the response to this message is one of 

repentance.  Those there that day had not treated Jesus that way, they did not 
recognise him as King. 3000 turned and repented, were baptised and so found 
salvation. 

Of course I should call on all who are here in response to who Jesus is, this 
Jesus, turn to him and if you have not done so please do so. Here is salvation, 
forgiveness and purpose 

But I wonder if in reflecting we need to consider what we do as the Cathedral and 
as we go about our services and week by week. 

There are many things that the Church could, even should speak about but at its 
heart we are to point people to Jesus.  Our mission statement is to proclaim “this Jesus”, 
do we do this enough.  Do our services help people to know this Jesus.  We do not 
gather for spiritual experiences, or beautiful words but to worship and recognise this 
Jesus and follow him.  What could we change, what could we do better, what do we 
need to stop doing so that we will better focus on and help people to see “This Jesus”. 

Inclusive “All who call on the Lord” 
If the message of Pentecost is exclusively about Jesus its recipients could not be 

more inclusive.  We can see this in a number of ways.  The list of nations represented 
and the languages spoken indicate clearly that this is a message for a wide audience, 
“every nation under heaven” (v5).  Theologically the gift of languages is often seen as an 
undoing of the curse of Babel when the languages of humanity were confused.  In which 
case this event is about God’s plan for restoring creation which is pretty inclusive. 
Linguistically there is a great focus in the passage on all, and each: each hearing, all 
amazed and perplexed.  Rhetorically the sermon ends with a call for all who hear and all 
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who are far off.  It is hard to imagine how this could be made more inclusive in terms of 
its intended audience, this is something that all need to hear and all are welcome. 

This is hardly a surprise given that it is a message about Jesus who was also 
welcoming of all. 

Furthermore the community that is created by this proclamation is inclusive.  The 
language of all and each is also true of them.  The Spirit falls when they are all together, 
all are filled, tongues of fire touch each of them, each speak.  Futhermore the 
community created by the Spirt and sermon was marked by all being practically cared 
by each other, and all continued to learn and grow in the faith. 

Reflection: are we welcoming 
As I reflect on this I think about the second part of our mission statement: the 

proclamation of Jesus to build a community of living faith, profound hope, and practical 
love.  Perhaps we should add the word “welcoming” before “community” 

If this is an inclusive message for all people we should welcome all among us, 
inviting them to hear of Jesus.  How inclusive are we, how good are we at welcoming 
people? 

But also how do we need to be better at being a true gospel community, for we 
are a community that is created by the Gospel of Jesus. Church should never be 
considered to be a grouping of like-minded individuals, or a social club with a religious 
bent.  If we have accepted Jesus then God has accepted us and so we must accept 
each other, old and young, different nationalities, different denominations and so on.  It 
is a great day for Church Together.  We all have the same Spirit working within us.  
Believing in Jesus should never be a solitary experience, it is to be lived in community, a 
community alive with the love of God.  All of us have a role to play.  Do we welcome 
each to have a part and do each of us welcome the idea of having a role to play. 

Disruptive: the role of the Holy Spirit 
Lastly and briefly whilst we have noted how the coming of the Holy Spirit testifies 

to “this Jesus”, we should also recognise how the coming of the Holy Spirit is disruptive:  
The Church is born, Jesus is proclaimed, people are brought to repentance, lives are 
changed by the Spirit inspired preaching of Jesus, and the Spirit activated community of 
the Church.  And I suspect that the regular worship of the Temple that day was 
completely disrupted. 

Reflection: are we willing to be disrupted 
Which leads to wonder do we allow the Spirit to disrupt us personally and as a 

church. 
Do you pray that those of us who preach will be Spirit inspired to disrupt lives, 

even your own, leading you to deeper repentance and following of Jesus. 
What we do if Pentecost were to happen here, would we think it was wonderful or 

madness? 

CONCLUSION 

As we consider our birthday, as we reflect on the original message of the Church, 
as we get to back to basics I pray that it will help us to be exclusive on our focus on this 
Jesus in whom there is salvation, that we will be inclusive in our welcome of all into our 
community, and that we would welcome the disruptive presence of the Holy Spirit 
unsettling our lives and orderliness to be more reliant on God and his provision. 

The more we do these things the more we will have to celebrate. 


