
PRAYER RESOURCES 
Port Arthur Memorial, Thursday 28 April 2016 

 

Bible Readings 
 

Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.   
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leadeth me beside the still waters.  
He restoreth my soul:  
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

Matthew 5:3-10 
Blessed are the poor in spirit: 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek:for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful: for mercy shall be shown to them. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.’ 
 

Romans 8:37-39 
In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Revelation 21:1-4 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;  he will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ 
 

Christian Hymns 
 

Amazing Grace 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come; 

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

Abide With Me 
Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide, 

The darkness deepens Lord, with me abide! 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 

Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O thou, who changest not, abide with me! 
 

A Reflection 
A section the Sermon preached at the State Service at St David’s Cathedral on Wednesday 1 May 1996 by the 

then Bishop of Tasmania, The Right Reverend Phillip K. Newell OA 

In our darkness we look for a hand to hold.  We the sheep seek the presence of the 
Good Shepherd.  “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil – for you are with me.” 
Our God is not one who is far away and beyond us.  He shares our human life to 
the point of death on a cross.  He is alongside us.  We have his assurance: “I am 
the Good Shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me.” 
Take his hand.  You may not recognise him, but he is near you in the one who 
loves you;. the one who holds you; the one who cries with you.  The Good 
Shepherd is there for each of us.  Hang on.  His love will not let us go. 
In our darkness we listen for a word.  One will be enough if it can reassure us that 
amidst evil and infamy love still counts, love will prevail. 
The good shepherd speaks to us again:  “The Shepherd……calls his own sheep by 
name….. they know his voice….”  Hear the good God speak the name of each one 
who has died.  They are his.  Hear him speak the name of everyone whose heart is 
breaking.  Hear him speak your name. 
In our darkness we look for direction.  We have lost our way; we have lost our 
confidence.  We hardly know where to tread.  We are not even sure that we can go 
on.  But, “The Lord is my shepherd therefore can I lack nothing”.  For he says: “My 
sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they follow me”. 
And who is he?  He is none other than the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Take his hand.  Listen for his voice.  Follow in his footsteps. 
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Prayers 
 

Loving God, you alone are the source of life 
May your life giving Spirit flow through us, 
And fill us with compassion, one for another. 
In our sorrow give us the calm of your peace. 
Kindle our hope, and let our grief give way to joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Good Shepherd, come close to us and be with us,  
for we are passing through the valley of darkness.   
Enfold in your love all those who grieve 
amidst the legacy of this tragedy,  
and all who gave, and continue to give, support.   
We may stumble, we may fall, we may weep, 
yet we will place our hands in yours, loving Shepherd God. Amen 
 
God of love and wisdom, 
you know all our anxieties and fears: 
grant that we may cast all our cares on you, 
knowing that you care for us. 
Give us quietness of mind, 
an unshaken trust in you, 
and keep us in your perfect peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
God of peace and love whose purpose is to bring safety and sanctuary have 
mercy on our broken and divided world. 
Bring your peace into the hearts of all and banish the desires that lead to 
violence and bloodshed. 
Guide our Governments to enact laws the restrain violence and resource 
those agencies entrusted with communal security. 
Strengthen us to be committed to the common good that our State and 
Country may a place of sanctuary for all, through Jesus Christ the prince of 
peace.  Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 
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For lighting candles 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world. A light no darkness can extinguish. 
 

We praise and thank you, O God our Father, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him you have enlightened us 
by revealing the light that never fades, 
for dark death has been destroyed 
and radiant life is everywhere restored. 
What was promised is fulfilled: we have been joined to God, 
through renewed life in the Spirit of the risen Lord. 
Glory and praise to you, our Father, through Jesus your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Spirit, 
in the kingdom of light eternal, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Coventry Litany of Reconciliation 
After the bombing of Coventry in 1940 the Provost viewed the destruction of the once beautiful Cathedral.  He 

paused and picked up a piece of charcoal from the rubble and walked to what was left of the wall behind the 

High Altar and wrote “Father Forgive.”  These words have become the central part of the now world famous 

Coventry Litany of Reconciliation prayed by millions of visitors to Coventry Cathedral and prayed world wide. 
 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
 

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class, 
Father Forgive. 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, 
Father Forgive. 

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth 
Father Forgive. 

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,  
Father Forgive. 

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee, 
Father Forgive. 

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children, 
Father Forgive. 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
Father Forgive. 

 

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 
 

Blessing 
May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace. Amen.             Numbers 6.24–26 


