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Song of Love 
Song of Songs 8:5-7; 1John 4:15-21; John13:31-35 

 
There is a great possibility of embarrassment this morning as we look at the Song 

of Songs or Song of Solomon as it also known, for this is not the kind of material you 
expect in the Bible.  “You can see this from the second verse of the book. Let him kiss 
me with the kisses of his mouth—for your love is more delightful than wine."  This goes 
rather beyond “Love you neighbour” 

Embarrassment can grow as you read on as you realise you are having a window 
into a couples intimate thoughts.  We are reading someone's love poetry. George (my 
wife) and I used to send each other letters even tapes and we would be embarrassed 
then and now if anyone else was to read them. 

Then there is the embarrassment of struggling to understand the poetry.  "Your 
neck is like an ivory tower … Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon. (7:4,). Does she 
have a big hooter? Her teeth are compared to shorn sheep (4:2), which sounds furry and 
smelly to me, presumably that was not the point the lover was trying to make.   

But if you seek to explain the poetry it loses its power.  Does it really help to point 
out that when the beloved says “I am a rose of Sharon a lily of the valleys (2:1) that she 
might be thinking of a member of the crocus family.  And on reading “Until the day 
breaks and the shadows flee I will go to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of incense 
(4:6).” you can almost feel the commentators embarrassment in saying “Metaphors for 
lovers’ intimacy”  Well indeed!  Perhap play Barry White at this point would be more apt..  
Such explicit references leads some to see Song of Songs as some kind of manual and 
embarrassingly there are books called “Sex according to Solomon” and I’m surprised 
that someone hasn’t rebranded it as “50 Shades of Solomon.” 

That such intimacy which obviously goes way beyond kissing meant that in strict 
Jewish circles you had to be in your 30's before you were allowed to read the book. 
Which leads to another reason for being embarrassed, the variety within this 
congregation, some are, well, well beyond 30, as well as some who aren’t. 

There is lastly a theological embarrassment, for a book in the Bible there isn’t a 
lot about God here, in fact the word God doesn’t appear at all.  Some have dealt with 
this by making the whole book an allegory for God’s love for us, and frankly sometimes 
this is embarrassing.  So Hippolytus (c. 200 AD) sees the beloved’s breasts (1:13) as 
symbols for the Old and New Testaments, while the sachet of myrrh is Christ who rests 
between both testaments.  Some of us will know a less fanciful version of this if I start to 
sing “My beloved is mine, and I am in his and his banner over me is love” 

So what is the book of intimate erotic love poetry doing in the Bible?  Is there 
something we should be embarrassed about here? 

CREATION MADE FOR RELATIONSHIPS 

Firstly we can note the link with Solomon which places this book firmly in the 
wisdom tradition of the Bible.  Wisdom sought to work out what it meant to live in a world 
created by God.  That means that all parts of our life, including our relationships, love 
and sex are to be lived out in the light of God’s good creation. 

To have a book so devoted to this topic in the Bible means that we shouldn’t be 
embarrassed by thinking through such a topic. 

Firstly it should remind us of the importance of relationships in general, they are 
the very stuff of life, it is what we are made for, together we are made in the image of 
God (Genesis 1:16), and the God we see throughout the Bible is relational. 

It is no surprise that it is not good for us to be alone. 
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One of my favourite cartoons is called Lone 
Wolf, it has a picture of a wolf in the snow with 
thought bubbles coming out of his head, saying, 
"proud", "independent", "resourceful", "cold". I think 
this wonderfully captures what it is like to be alone. 
We may want to be the Clint Eastwood sort of figure, 
the lone rider but that is not what we are made for, it 
will just leave us cold. We are made for relationships 
and we should treasure and work to support those 
relationships.  

This is the kind of statement that we probably 
nod our heads to, and agree with, a sort of 
motherhood statement, something that we all believe in but do we live it out?  

Let me ask you how much effort do you put into your relationships, whether they 
are with your parents, your children, your spouse, your friends? Do you look to care for 
those who are lonely?  Do your actions, your choices, your priorities show the true 
importance of those relationships or do they show that they come a poor second to other 
things in life. This in the end can only leave us cold. It is not good for us to be alone. We 
need to invest in our relationships. 

COMMITMENT: LEAVING, CLEAVING ONE FLESH 

Well there is certainly lots of investing going by the lovers in this song, it is a book 
about being in love and making love.  There should be more kissing, there should be 
more hugging.  Sexual intimacy is a good part of God’s creation that should be enjoyed 
and celebrated. (Not something that the church has often said!) 

But all this takes place in the book within biblical thinking about marriage.  Part of 
the tension in the book is that the couple have to wait until the right time to consummate 
and celebrate their love and so there is longing and imagination. 

The book has been described as commentary on Genesis 2:24 “a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” This is 
exclusive committed relationship that is the seal in their heart.  The biblical pattern of 
marriage is that of publicly leaving other relationships and cleaving, joining to another 
that is celebrated in the one flesh relationship of physical intimacy. The song obviously, 
perhaps embarrassingly, focuses on the last of these and it is a reminder to those of us 
who are married not to forget this part of our life, to invest in it. 

But the book also reminds us of the other two aspects of biblical thinking about 
marriage. The lovers in the book do not have an idyllic relationship. They have to 
struggle with interfering outsiders, with meddling family members and with separation 
and the fear of loss. Yet the lovers remain committed to each other.  While they yearn to 
be together, and celebrate the time they do have it is safe walking in each other's arms 
that the book ends, remembering the times they have had. 

Hollywood should take note that the climax of the story is not a torrid sex scene 
but is this beautiful scene of companionship and contentment. It is this kind of love which 
is as strong as death and which no money can buy. It is a love that has been publicly 
expressed, leaving, it is a love that is committed to the other, cleaving, and is celebrated 
by physical union. Each element is an integral part of the picture with each part 
supporting the other through the trials of married life.  

To the younger ones here and the older ones to whom it is appropriate it is within 
this committed relationship that is the proper place for sex to take place. It is the seal to 
the committed relationship not the way to establish one.  

Now while we do not have time to develop this any further, Song of Songs 
reminds us that not only are we created for relationships, it reminds us of the committed 
nature of true love, love that continues through struggles.  
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COMPLIMENTS AFFIRMATION 

But there is more to learn.  In Chapter 1 of the book we discover that the women 
of Jerusalem do not think much of the sun darkened girl, yet she says back to them that 
she is lovely.  Where does she get such confidence?  It come from the praise of her 
lover, it is their extravagant praise that builds each other up. 

Affirmation is important in marriage relationships, we need to be people who tell 
our partners what we treasure about them for it is this which not only gives the lovers 
their sense of worth in the world but also which gives them the vulnerability to give 
themselves to each other. Affirmation leads to a deepening of relationship and invitation 
to further intimacy.  We need to be people who affirm and compliment. 

This needs to be done sensitively; I am not suggesting that we all start comparing 
each other's body parts to various architectural or agricultural images. Each couple will 
have their own language of love, you might for instance use technology, you are 
smoother than my ipad, your voice is sweeter than Siri, but do tell each other what you 
value in each other.  

One book I read suggested that each couple should give each other a daily 
compliment and spend 15 minutes doing it on the weekend. This seemed amusingly 
American to me, something that needed to be diarised and added to a to-do list. "Darling 
I've just got time to give you your daily compliment then I really must fly". But it does 
indicate that it needs to be given attention. What do you appreciate about your partner? 
Do you tell them and tell them often?  Think of something now.   

We should not be embarrassed to give compliments or to receive them. Tell each 
other of the endearing features and don't forget to tell them they are beautiful or 
handsome as case may be.   

It is also interesting to note that this affirmation takes place not only within the 
relationship but the lovers willingly and happily and without embarrassment praise their 
partner to others. 

This importance of affirmation should also applied to all our relationships. 
Australians are not good at compliments, at affirmation. We have a reputation as a 
nation of knockers, we find it easier to pull down. Song of Songs encourages to go 
against this and to be affirmers in all our relationships, to be generous in our praise. We 
should be better at praising each other. We should not be embarrassed about it. How 
often do you praise your partner, your children, your friends, your minister or assistant 
minister? Certainly it is my experience that people find it easier to complain than 
compliment. Song of Songs reminds us of the need to praise as part of our relationships.  

CONCLUSION: GOD’S LOVE 

This short book of love poetry has much to teach us about relationships. They are 
what we are created for, they are a fundamental part of our make up, they are to be 
committed relationships and finally the importance of compliments of affirmation.  

The Song of Songs is a book about human love and for that we should be grateful 
as it shows the great worth and dignity of human relationships living in God’s creation. 

Thinking of creation, commitment and compliments points us to the reality of 
God’s love.  Relationships are important because they are important to our Creator God, 
he has committed himself in Jesus to us fully and physically and heaps compliments on 
us, behold what manner of love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called 
the Children of God and he does call us to his banqueting table.  He is our beloved and 
we are his.  Perhaps this is where we should be embarrassed for we don’t think enough 
on this. 

It is no surprise given these connections between God's love and human love that 
the Bible writers use marriage as an image of God's love for his people. As we 
understand this, the amazing, self-giving love of God then we will be better to love each 
other. Christians should be the best lovers in the world. Not in the technical sense but in 
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the capacity for self giving affirming love because we understand the love of God whose 
banner over us is love. 


