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Wisdom Exposed 
Readings: Proverbs 8:22-31; 1Corinthians 1:17-24; John 1:1-4,14 

 
On youtube there is a parody of Dean Martin’s “That’s Amore” called “That’s a 

Moron” which is accompanied by a string of videos of people doing spectacularly stupid 
and often ultimately painful things.  You can’t help but laugh often with some wincing as 
well. 

But I wonder how the people who are on those videos feel as their foolishness is 
exposed so publically.  How would we feel if our more foolish moments were so 
revealed?  I remember once almost knocking myself out by hitting myself in the head 
with my own squash racquet while trying to swat a fly. My first thought as I picked myself 
up from my bedroom floor was thinking “I hope no one saw that” even if the bruise took 
some explaining. 

Today as we look at wisdom being exposed in the book of Proverbs we may find 
that it is ourselves who are exposed by the Wisdom of God and it may be no laughing 
matter. 

WISDOM PERSONIFIED 

We have been looking at some of the wisdom contained in the book of Proverbs: 
the centrality of the fear of the Lord as the beginning, centre and end of wisdom; how life 
in general goes better when we follow God’s wisdom, looking especially at relationships.  
Today we look at wisdom itself or better herself. 

Three times in the book of Proverbs ‘wisdom’ is personified, spoken of as if it was 
a person as we sometimes do with ‘justice’. 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
Here Wisdom calls out in public emotionally at the city gates calling on the simple 

to leave their foolish ways, demonstrably showing her desire to teach them and warning 
them of disaster that awaits in rejecting her.  To reject her is to hate knowledge and not 
fear the Lord (1:29).  Such people will reap what they have sown leading to destruction 
and death but those who listen to her will live secure. 

Proverbs 3:12-18 
In the next passage Wisdom does not speak but she is admired speaking of 

blessing for those who find her, how she is more precious than silver, gold or rubies 
“nothing you desire can compare with her.” (3:15)  Life and peace belong to those who 
embrace, indeed she is a tree of life.  This looks back to the Garden of Eden and 
indicates that by embracing wisdom a path is reopened back to a restored, renewed, 
reconciled relationship with God. 

Proverbs 8:1-9:12 
Lady wisdom’s biggest scene is her last.  Once again she is publically calling out 

demanding an audience, what she has to say is worth listening to, she speaks of the 
truth and just (but not the American Way!)    She now speaks of her own worth leading 
people particularly rulers in “the way of righteousness and along paths of peace.” (8:21) 

The reason that she can make such outrageous claims is that the Lord is her 
source and she worked alongside him in creation. 

Given all this she challenges all mankind. 
“Now then, my sons, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my ways.  Listen 

to my instruction and do not ignore it.  Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching 
daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway.  For whoever finds me finds life and receives 
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favour from the Lord.  But whoever fails to find me harms himself; all who hate me love 
death.”  (Proverbs 8:32-36) 

A very stark choice is presented between wisdom and folly, between coming to 
her for life and a right relationship with God or continuing on the path to death 

Finally she prepares a banquet and invites all to come to her, and enjoy all that 
wisdom and the fear of the Lord has to offer.  “Come, eat my food and drink the wine 
that I have mixed.  Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of 
understanding. (Proverbs 9:5-6) 

Conclusion 
This literary technique of personification then shows the great worth of wisdom, 

the invitation to participate in wisdom as well as the consequences of rejecting her, it is 
to reject the God who created this world and that is deep, deep foolishness. 

But personification also helps us to deepen our appreciation of Jesus, wisdom 
come in person, wisdom truly exposed. 

WISDOM IN PERSON 

We can say with some historical certainty that Jesus was seen in the tradition of 
Wisdom.  Josephus, a Jewish historian who wrote in the years after Jesus, describes 
him as a wise man.  This is backed up in the Gospels themselves as we see Jesus using 
wisdom techniques: illustrations from nature, memorable stories and images.  Jesus was 
the wise man extraordinaire. 

What’s more he knew it.  In Matthew Jesus, showing no false humility described 
himself as one greater than Solomon, the great figure of Biblical wisdom (Matthew 
12:42)  This would be like a young cricketer describing himself as greater than Bradman, 
unthinkable, yet Jesus does it. 

But Jesus goes even further than that, to continue the analogy he is cricket.   Not 
only does Jesus present himself as a wise man but even more amazingly he speaks as 
wisdom in person.  He does not speak like a prophet “thus says the Lord”, but he speaks 
with the same self-assured superiority, even arrogance as Wisdom does in Proverbs. 

So Jesus says that those who listen to his words are like a wise man who builds 
his house on a rock (Matthew 7:14).  He says that being part of his kingdom is worth 
more than anything, he has come to speak the truth (John 18:37) and more than that is 
the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6).  All of these ring with overtones of wisdom. 

We hear Jesus lamenting publicly “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the 
prophets and stone those sent to you, how often have I longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under wings, but you were not willing.” (Matthew 
23:37)  This is extremely reminiscent of Proverbs 1.  Perhaps most striking is Jesus 
invitation “Come to me all who are weary and are heavy laden and I will give your rest.”  
(Matthew 11:28 compare with Proverbs 9)  Here is Jesus extending the invitation of 
wisdom to all who will come. 

It is no surprise then that the outcome of accepting or rejecting Jesus is identical 
with that of accepting or rejecting wisdom, put most starkly in John 3:36 “Whoever 
believes in the Son (Jesus) has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, 
for God’s wrath remains on him.” 

Jesus presents himself and his early followers understood that Jesus was 
presenting himself as the Wisdom of God in person and so it is no surprise that they 
realise that he like wisdom must have had a role in creation.  Jesus is the word of God, 
the wisdom of God, through whom all things were created come in the flesh (John 1:1-
18, Colossians 1:15-20).   

Paul summarises all this when in 1Corinthians he describes Jesus as “the power 
and wisdom of God” (1:24) and the one who “has for us become wisdom from God” 
(1:30). Wisdom in Jesus is now fully exposed. 
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A many sided portrait 
There can be little doubt then that the Bible intends for us to understand Jesus, 

not only as the Son of God, as the Messiah, the Christ, the perfect man, but also as the 
wisdom of God, the truly wise man, wisdom made flesh. 

It is always good to spend time meditating on Jesus and who he was and this 
may be a side of his character that you had not thought about before. 

I like watching programmes about great works of art that show something of the 
background of the work and the techniques used by the artist to make it look so good.  
This in part is what we are doing today as we look at Jesus from a different angle, and 
perhaps even dare to understand something of his own self-understanding. 

FACED WITH WISDOM HOW DO WE LOOK 

But faced with such a reality it is not just something we should admire from afar 
but rather presents us with some home truths.  When we stand before wisdom exposed 
in Jesus we may see ourselves more fully and truthfully. 

Salvation 
Firstly there is the fundamental decision as to whether to accept Jesus or not, a 

decision, ultimately of life or death, of reconciliation with or estrangement from God. 
Now the Bible clearly teaches that the way of salvation, and the only way of 

salvation is to embrace Jesus, the executed Jewish carpenter.  It is not a message 
which may sound wise, it may even sound foolish but it is God’s way and it is God’s 
wisdom and the resurrection of Jesus shows that it works. 

Proverbs taught us to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths 
straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6).  Our own understanding may be able to think of all sorts of 
other ways to salvation, being good, doing religious activities, but faith in Jesus is the 
way that our wise God has shown us and demonstrated to us. 

Ultimately it is folly not to accept Jesus and one day such foolishness will be 
exposed.  If anyone here who has not come to the tree of life hear again the invitation of 
wisdom.  Come to Jesus and find rest, life and all the blessings of reconciliation of God.  
The choice is yours, the invitation continues to be made “Come to me.” 

The Way that we live.  
But for those of us who have made that decision it also impacts the way that we 

live.  We have made that wise choice but we still do so many foolish things. 
For Jesus not only shows us the way of salvation but also the way to live.  He 

shows us a way of living that is focused on love, on service and care of others rather 
than focused on ourselves.  He shows a path based on righteousness, peace and truth, 
of forgiveness, reconciliation, humility, of caring for the outcast, the outsider. 

Do we follow this wisdom?  We are so good at justifying following our own ways 
and selfishness, “Oh everyone does it”, “A little of what you fancy does you good”, “What 
hurt can it do?”  Faced with the Wisdom of God in Jesus this is foolishness, it is not the 
way we are to live and ultimately it will do us no good.  

But there may be bigger things, people that we will not forgive, serious moral 
failures we choose to ignore, rampant pride, dishonesty, constant lying, this is 
foolishness, deep, deep foolishness and one day will be exposed as such. 

Faced with God’s wisdom we have two choices: reject him and rely on our own 
wisdom or hear the persistent, patient call to come back, to not lean on our own 
understanding, to not be wise in our own eyes and trust purely in God and his wisdom. 

 

The Final Challenge: Two Paths 
In Jesus God’s wisdom is exposed and in being faced with Jesus our own 

stubborn folly is exposed, what we do now is our choice, but will it be a wise one? 


