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Protected by the Truth 
John 17:6-19 

 
To be left can be a very disturbing thing, you can feel vulnerable, exposed and 

wondering “what in the world are we to do”? 
I have been reading a book a on the Gallipoli Campaign and this was a 

common experience for the troops when they were given to get out of their trenches 
and advance on the enemy.  The officers were killed or wounded and those left were 
exposed, vulnerable and didn’t know what to do. 

These may have been the thoughts of Jesus disciples after his ascension.  
Their leader had die, but he had risen again, which was great but they he had gone 
back to heaven.  “What are we to do now?” 

We may think the same way.  As we consider our faith and the way it is viewed 
by our world do we feel vulnerable, exposed and wondering what in the world we are 
to do. 

In John’s Gospel we have his account of Jesus praying for his disciples on the 
night before he dies knowing he will soon leave them.  As we consider this passage 
we will see that whate he desires for the them is to be protected by the truth.  
However we may wonder as we look deeper if we have been protected from the truth 
about what in the world we should be doing. 

JESUS PRAYS 

The first thing we should note is that Jesus does pray for his disciples and 
those who will come after them.  Praying is not something that he does just here.  
Jesus was known as and is seen as a man of prayer in the Gospel accounts.  As 
followers of Jesus one of the things we are to do in this world is to pray. 

It is particularly interesting to note how many links there are in this prayer to 
what we know as the Lord’s Prayer.  As you read the passage can you spot any of 
them? 

It is addressed to the Father (which is more obvious if you read from the start of 
prayer at the beginning of the chapter), who is holy or hallowed, and it is about his 
name.  There is a recognition that things are different on earth or in the world than 
they are in heaven, and there is prayer for protection from evil. 

Jesus if you like is modelling his prayer on his own model prayer.  In doing so 
he is, not only in his praying, but in the content of the prayer showing that we are to be 
looking beyond the things of this earth, or this world to the realities of God. 

This is particularly important to think about in the context of the ascension. 
There is a saying attributed to Robert Browning “God’s in His Heaven, and all’s 

right with the world.”  It’s a saying that we can say on sunny days with blues skies and 
full bellies.  The problem is that so often is not true.   

We get a better truer saying when we think of all that Jesus has done and that 
he has asceneded to heaven.   We can then say that “God is in his heaven with Jesus 
seated at his right hand, so one day all will be right with the world.”  It may not be as 
catchy but it is true and we should pray and live in that hope. 

Theologian Karl Barth put it this way "Whatever prosperity or defeat may occur 
in our space, whatever may become and pass away, there is one constant, one thing 
that remains and continues, this sitting of His at the right hand of God the Father." 

Because of this one truth in the name of this one we should pray. 
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WHAT JESUS PRAYS 

The issue of a name is where our reading starts and it is a typical swirling and 
complex passage.  At the heart there are only two petitions or requests of God. 

PROTECTED BY THE NAME V11 
In v11 Jesus prays in the context of his returning to the Father, for the Father to 

protect or keep the disciples in his name. 
In that culture the idea of the name was of revealing the nature and character 

of someone.  Jesus has said that his mission was to make known to his disciples the 
Father’s name.  He has done that by showing them himself and his own character and 
nature.  He can do this because as he says he has been given that name by the 
Father (v12). 

We can think of Jesus “I Am” sayings which have strong echoes of the name of 
God in the Old Testament, Yahweh, “I am who I am”.  In these sayings Jesus reveals 
that he is the Bread of Life, Light of the World, the Good Shepherd, the Door to God’s 
people, the Resurrection, the way, the truth and the life and the true vine.” 

That is the name, the character, the nature of our God as it is made known to 
us by and in Jesus.  It is no surprise then that a few verses earlier we have been told 
“this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent.” (v3)  To know Jesus, is to know the one true God and this is the path 
of eternal life. 

Understanding this we can perhaps see something of how this protects us.  
Children often compare their dads, yeah but my Dad’s got a bigger …”  It make them 
feel safer.  We can look to this God, our Father in heaven and know the security that 
comes from that.  The more we realise these things the less like we are to wander 
away. 

Unity & Joy 
Jesus prays that unity would flow from this protection and we can see how this 

must happen.  This is not a unity that is enforced rather it flows from accepting what 
Jesus has revealed to us.  If we have the same Father, share the one bread, walk in 
the same light, follow the same Shepherd etc there must be unity. 

Jesus also says that this will lead to joy and knowing all the blessings that flow 
from knowing this God. 

Protection 
But we should note two further things which strengthen this idea of protection.  

Firstly the language here is more than a prayer that God would remind the followers of 
Jesus of these things but rather that he as this God would be present with them.  
Ultimately this is fulfilled in the role of the Holy Spirit, but it is a much more active idea 
that is here.  We are not really left in this world, rather God, this God is with us. 

But we also need to see that the reason for protection is also more active.  The 
idea is not simply of keeping the faith there is language in the passage of the world 
hating the followers of Jesus and the work of the evil one. 

Jesus has been clear to his followers that persecution is real possibility.  Our 
modern world bears this out.  The Archbishop of Canterbury said in a recent address 
as he surveyed the 37 Provinces of the Anglican Communion: “The most common 
feature of Anglicanism is actually persecution ...”1  

                                            
1 The full quote is “The most common feature of Anglicanism is actually persecution, and that goes with 
poverty   Of our thirty-seven provinces, roughly twenty-four are in areas of conflict or post-conflict. The 
average Anglican is an African woman in her early thirties, probably living on less than two or three 
dollars a day, and almost certainly living in an area of conflict or post-conflict, and very likely to be in an 
area of persecution”  The whole speech is well worth reading. 
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/5547/archbishops-speech-at-board-of-deputies-dinner  

http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/5547/archbishops-speech-at-board-of-deputies-dinner
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But such hatred is not only seen “over there”, it is just as probable here.  We 
will have to consider this a bit further in a moment but we need to join Jesus in prayer 
for protection in the truth, the truth of God’s name, of God’s character as revealed in 
Jesus. 

CONSECRATE THEM IN THE TRUTH V17 
The second prayer of Jesus is about truth, that his followers would be 

sanctified in the truth.   
As always with John we need to ponder this a bit further. 
“Sanctified” or perhaps better “consecrated” means to be set apart, it is the 

language that was use of an animal that was to be sacrificed. This idea is clearly there 
in v19 where Jesus speaks of “for their sakes I sanctify myself.”  The language is the 
same as that used at the Last Supper, my body given for your sake.  It is pointing to 
his death. 

Jesus death this is part of this process of his followers being sanctified in the 
truth.  Jesus also says that God’s word is truth, and that all his words come from 
Jesus, the words by which Jesus has revealed the name and nature of God.  More 
simply put the same thing that will protect us, the nature of God is also what will also 
consecrate us.  And nowhere is the nature of our God more clearly shown than in his 
self giving on the cross. 

Jesus sanctified himself for our sake. But what or who are we set apart for?  
Jesus goes on to say that as the Father sent me into the world so I am sending them 
into the world (v18).  Jesus followers are then set apart to carry on Jesus mission to 
the world.   We are set apart for the world. 

If we are sent like Jesus then as God love the world so much that he sent his 
Son, Jesus loved the world so much he sent the Church.  There is a big thought. 

PROTECTED FROM THE TRUTH 

We have been considering being protected by the truth but I wonder if we have 
been protecting ourselves from this truth. 

The very same truth which saves us, the same truth that protects us, brings us 
unity and joy, is the very same truth that should set us apart for the task of revealing 
God’s name, his saving character as seen in Jesus to the world.  This adds great 
weight to that moment in the communion service when we say “Father we offer 
ourselves as living sacrifices”, that is consecration, sanctification language and it is 
too give ourselves to God’s mission in the world. 

Some have taken the language of the world in the chapter to be only negative, 
for Jesus specifically says he is not praying for the world but only his followers who do 
not belong to the world, and are hated by the world.  But rather than world rejecting, 
whilst not of it, the followers of Jesus are to be in it continuing to show God’s love for 
the world. 

It has been said that Christ has no hands on earth save those of the disciples, 
no legs but those of his followers, no voice but that of the Christian community.  This 
is the task we are to get on with. 

Clearly as we do so we will experience opposition because was we reveal the 
true nature of God in our words and deeds we are demonstrating and at times stating 
that other understandings of God or this world are not the truth.  As our culture move 
further away from Christian thinking the more obvious this will be.   

I read an interesting article by Mike Ovey called From Moral Majority to Evil 
Disbelievers: Coming Clean about Christian Atheism.2  It pointed how quickly 
Christian thinking has been sidelined in public debate and reviled and attacked. Books 

                                            
2 http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/from-moral-majority-to-evil-disbelievers-coming-

clean-about-christian-athei  

http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/from-moral-majority-to-evil-disbelievers-coming-clean-about-christian-athei
http://themelios.thegospelcoalition.org/article/from-moral-majority-to-evil-disbelievers-coming-clean-about-christian-athei
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by Christian authors promoting monogamy and fidelity have recently been banned in 
NSW public schools for instance.3  But this is just as it was in the early Church.  The 
Christians would not bow down to the gods and so were called atheists.  Likewise 
increasingly where we stand will show that we do not bow down to the gods of our 
age, consumerism, utilitarianism, sexual licence and self centredness. 

Such opposition may leave us feeling isolated, exposed and vulnerable. The 
temptation will be to water down the message, so as to not cause offence or for our 
own self interest but this leads us back to the prayer for protection.  We need to keep 
coming back again and again to the nature of our God that we see in Jesus, may this 
protect us in this world and continue to set us apart to do God’s work in the world. 

                                            
3 The day after this sermon was preached the ban was overturned, but the ban still happened 

and the debate continues. 


