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Love One Another  
John 15.9-17 

 
 
To some outside the Church sermons may appear to have no point, but closer 

examination would show this is inaccurate, sermons in time honoured tradition have 
three points.  But today’s sermon, rather than being a three point sermon could in fact 
be a three word sermon.  Love. One. Another.  Three words that could be repeated 
until they had thoroughly sunk in. 

If I were to give such a sermon I would be in good company. 
There is a fragment of tradition handed down to us about the apostle John that 

was recorded by an early scholar named Jerome.  ‘When John tarried in Ephesus to 
extreme old age, and only with difficulty be carried to the church in the arms of his 
disciples, and was unable to give utterance to many words, he used to say no more at 
their several meetings that this: “Little children, love one another.”  At length the 
disciples and fathers who were there, wearied with always hearing the same words, 
said: “Master, why dost thou always say this?” “It is the Lord’s command,” was his 
reply, “and if this alone be done it is enough.”’ 

Unlike John’s final sermon I do intend to say a little more than these three 
words.  But as we look at what John wrote in his Gospel, where Jesus himself states 
this three word command twice, we will consider why it is enough, and perhaps more 
importantly do we show it enough. 

IS IT ENOUGH? 

ABIDING 
Our reading is the continuation of Jesus teaching about him being the true vine 

and we being the branches.  As we saw last week in so doing he is using a common 
Old Testament image of God’s people.  Now to be part of God’s people is to be 
connected, associated with Jesus. 

In the Old Testament and up to the time of Jesus the distinguishing mark of 
being one of God’s people, that you remained or abided in them was to keep a series 
of commands, particularly laws about the Sabbath, food and circumcision. 

For Jesus the distinguishing mark of being part of this renewed restored people 
of God was still to be keeping commandments, but now it will be one command, Love 
one another. 

It is worth pondering what people might think the defining characteristic of 
being a Christian is.  Many answers could be given, going to church, holding particular 
doctrines, having a particular experience, having a fish sticker on the back of a car.  
Sadly many perceive it to be being against a variety of other people and their 
lifestyles.  But Jesus says it is to be this: love one another. 

JOY 
Furthermore Jesus teaches that this is the way to joy, Jesus knows the joy that 

doing the will of the Father brings and wants us to know the same joy.  What do you 
think will bring you joy?  I wonder if you think about loving and how hard it can be 
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whether we doubt God and Jesus at this point.  We think we know a better way to joy, 
and it usually focuses on ourselves, loving can seem too hard. 

As I get older I have come to treasure the collects of the Book of Common 
Prayer and this one from the Fourth Sunday after Easter is a particular favourite 

O almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful 
men; Grant unto thy people, that they may love the thing which thou commandest, 
and desire that which thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold 
changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The passage encourages us to pray with confidence, this would be a good one 
to use and so find joy in keep what Jesus commandest!   

But I also encourage you to put it to the test, for myself I can say that I have 
found this to be true, that we find joy as we do that for which we are made for, what 
we are chosen for, to love. 

GREATER LOVE 
The command to love is followed by showing the type or extent of the love that 

Jesus is talking about.  The word love has dominated the passage (10 times in 8 
verses), but now we see exactly what that means.   

Firstly the love is to modelled on the kind of love that Jesus shows, and the 
next sentence indicates the extent of that love.  Jesus speaks of laying down his life 
for his friends and then goes on to speak of his followers as his friends clearly 
indicating that he is going to die for them. 

The love that we are called to show is to be constantly modelled then on the 
self giving, sacrificial, saving love of Jesus. 

FRIENDS 
We are encourage to love by this language of friends.  We are not treated as 

slaves, do this, do that, but are treated as trusted insiders.  There are times with 
children you treat them as slaves, “just do it”.  But they have the irritating habit of 
asking the “Why” question, “why should I”.  Well we are not just told to love and get on 
with it, rather we have had the whole situation explained to us.  God in love has sent 
the Son to show that love in dying for us, so we are to respond in loving each other, 
those who Jesus has also loved to the same extent. 

BEARING FRUIT 
As this passage finishes it returns to the image of the vine, the branch and the 

fruit.  It is as we love each other as we have been loved that the fruit that the Father, 
the vine-dresser, desires ripens and brings a great harvest. 

Some may be concerned that this language of loving one another, seems 
rather inward focused, what about those outside the Church.  We should note that this 
love we are to have one for another, for those inside the Church is ultimately not for 
the Church’s benefit but there is a greater purpose, God’s purposes in the world. 

ARE WE SHOWING THIS ENOUGH? 

We have seen then if we love one another that we are showing that we are part 
of God’s people, we are sharing in the joy of Jesus, we are demonstrating the love of 
Jesus and that we are his friends, and as we love we are bearing fruit for God’s 
kingdom purposes in the world.  I’d say that’s enough. 

Which brings us to the question of whether we show it enough? 
Do we love our fellow Christians, do we love each other?  Perhaps we may 

recognise ourselves in the words of Linus from Peanuts  “I love mankind, its people I 
can’t stand.”  We conceptually applaud the idea but struggle with the face to face 
reality of it.  We need to keep hearing again and again Jesus command: Love one 
another.  This is not an optional extra. 
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A FEW AREAS TO CONSIDER 
I am grateful that I often see God’s people loving and caring for each other and 

it is wonderful to see. 
But there are always areas to consider. 
We do need to consider the way that we speak with and about each other.  

Jesus here is a good model, he speaks of love, of friends, of people who will continue 
to let him down.  We need to continue think about the way that we speak, and use 
similar language of friendship and love 

Sadly I feel I should also say something about how this also impacts within our 
families.  I have been asked to promote a motion at Synod about responses to 
domestic abuse and violence.  Whilst there are few figures those there are suggest 
that levels of such abuse within the church are little different from those outside 
impacting up to 1 in 5 adults at some point in their life. 

The command of love that we are called to live out is clearly incompatible with 
such behaviour and it cannot be excused or explained away. 

PUTTING THIS LOVE TO WORK 

But we need a more positive angle as well.  Sometimes inspiration comes from 
the strangest places.  Yesterday I was at the gym listening to a collection of Def 
Leppard rarities and the lyrics of one song went, “My love is unemployed so gimme a 
job”, and I thought that’s what I should be doing this morning some jobs where we can 
show such love. 

PERSONALLY 
As individuals we can get to know the people around in the Cathedral better.  It 

can be difficult in the way that we operate to get into conversation, but let’s make an 
effort this week, not to disappear immediately.  Then commit yourself to pray for those 
you have got to know.  Who knows this may lead to hospitality, praying with each 
other and other wonderful things. 

AS A CHURCH 
As a Church it is important that we are involved in actions which demonstrate 

love for our Christian sisters and brothers in Hobart.  Church Together is on next 
week.  The service will be a little different than our Cathedral services but it is a way 
we can show our love for a wider group of God’s people.  If you just can’t bring 
yourself to come, please pray. 

LOOKING WIDER 
But we can also look wider.  I have been looking at a programme of helping a 

local Anglican church in another country initiate a programme called Farming God’s 
Way which has economic, ecological and sociological benefits.  It would directly 
benefit 400 people with up to 2400 others, mainly children, benefiting indirectly. 

If this is to go ahead it will cost $50,000 over 3 years, but it would be a great 
way to show our love for these very needy brothers and sisters.  It would only take say 
50 people to pledge $1000 over that 3 years and it could be done. 

This is the kind of thing we can do if we are serious about living out this 
command, and I’d love to see this put in place so if you’d like to help let me know. 

CONCLUSION 

There is much that can be said and done from this three word sermon but 
above all. Love one another.  It is the Lord’s command, and if this alone be done it is 
enough. 


