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Love De Vine 
Acts 8:26-4; 1 John 4:7-12; John 15:1-8 

 
What do you look for in a Church?  What do hope to get out of it? 
You may be looking for fine preaching, fine music or a beautiful architectural 

environment.  You may be looking for warm fellowship, and pleasant company.  Take a 
moment and think what are you looking for?  I suspect if we were to take a poll then we 
would find many different answers. 

But what do you think God is looking for in the Church? 
According to our passage today from John’s Gospel, there is only one answer: 

fruit.  God is looking for fruitfulness from his people both as individuals and collectively 
as the Church.  More that he will do what is required to produce fruit, with talk of 
removing unfruitful branches and pruning others to produce more fruit for in this he is 
glorified. 

In one sense that is the sermon right there, God is looking for fruit from us, from 
each of us and all of us, how are we doing, are we seeing fruit, do we even think about 
being fruitful? 

THE PATH TO FRUITFULNESS 

You might think the best thing to do at this point is to ensure that we know what 
the fruit is so we can get on with trying to produce it.  Interestingly Jesus as John 
presents it does not come straight out and tell us, we will need to do some digging 
around which may bring some answers to bud.  For while Jesus isn’t clear about exactly 
what the fruit is, he does teach us the path to fruitfulness. 

Understanding the Vine 
This whole image flows out of the last of Jesus’ “I Am” sayings in John, where he 

calls himself the true Vine.  Similarly with Jesus saying that he is the Good Shepherd 
this can work at simply an agricultural level, and we could fruitfully consider it that way, 
thinking about sap and photosynthesis, to bring in his “I am the light of the world” 
imagery, and so on. 

However as usual in John there is something deeper going on.  The vine and the 
vineyard has deep roots in the Old Testament where it is a regular image for Israel as 
God’s people.  So in Psalm 80 we hear of God planting a vineyard that is supposed to 
bear the fruit of justice and righteousness but it failed. (Psalm 80). 

Understanding this helps us appreciate something of the enormity of the claim 
that Jesus is making in this image.  He in being the Vine is taking on the task of Israel, 
God’s people, through whom God was going to bring blessing to the world.  More than 
that he is saying that to be part of God’s people, is no longer about being related to an 
ethnic or geographic group it is about being related to, to be connected, to him. 

Remaining in him 
It is no surprise then that the first path to fruitfulness is to abide, or remain in 

Jesus in Christ. 
The path to fruitfulness that God wants starts with understanding who Jesus is.  

There are hints in this passage, but it is clear throughout John’s Gospel that Jesus is 
God’s Son. 

As we were speaking about this passage in our staff meeting during the week Will 
commented that he had been at the Cathedral long enough to have heard me preach on 
this passage before, and that he could remember part of it.  Now let me tell you as a 
preacher this warms your heart.  Then he said what he remembered.  He divine we da 
branches. 
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Whilst I may have hoped for more, this is a good start, the path to fruitfulness 
starts with recognising that Jesus is divine, he is God’s Son.  But is more than 
recognising who he is, we need to recognise what he has done, he has come to 
demonstrate God’s love to the world. 

It is this love of God that is the sap which leads to fruitfulness.  So we heard in 
1John 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

Abiding in Christ, remaining in him at its heart then is about understanding this 
love for us. Do you know this, have you understood this love? 

It was a great privilege to visit a man in hospital during the week and as we spoke 
he repeatedly marvelled that God loved him and how wonderful it was.  I pray that 
everyone here would know this same experience of marvelling in God’s love for them in 
Christ.  We need to know the Love De Vine.  It is very appropriate that we remind 
ourselves of this love with the fruit of the vine as we participate in communion week by 
week. 

We cannot bear fruit for God unless we know this love which both makes us part 
of God’s people, part of the vine but is also that which gives us what we need to bear 
fruit. 

Abiding or remain in Jesus is not a static image rather it is to be connected to the 
source of life and growth. 

What the fruit is 
And here we start to grasp the nature of the fruit that God is looking for.  If it is 

love which we are to recognise in the vine, if it is love that joins us to the vine, if it is love 
that flows through vine giving life to the branch it is no surprise that the fruit is the fruit of 
love. 

We get a hint of this in what Jesus says when he says that abiding in him is 
related to his words abiding in us, and his primary command to his disciples is to love 
each other as he has loved them. 

As 1John reminds us, “We love because he first loved us.”  In realising this we 
remember that speaking of love then is not an emotion but rather it is the foot washing, 
self giving, love in action that we see in Jesus. 

This is what God is looking for in his people, this is the fruit that he longs to see 
and is working to bring about. 

Fruitful in difficult circumstances. 
Now I have to say that I find this encouraging.  We have a number of challenges 

here at the Cathedral.  We have lost and are going to lose significant members of our 
community, both clerical and parishoners.  We have all the challenges of being an inner 
city church, and in a society that increasingly either rejects or ignores the Christian 
Church and its message. 

As we look around we may think that it is going to be very hard to be fruitful.  But 
the image of the vine encourages not to look, although we can’t ignore it, but rather in 
the midst of these challenges to come back to, to remain, to abide in Jesus, to be 
reminded of and live in his love. 

Pruning by the Word 
But we also cannot ignore the challenges that there are in this passage.  There is 

the challenge of bearing fruit.  There is the blunt challenge of fruitless branches being 
cut off. 

There is also idea of being pruned to increase fruitfulness.  Let me suggest a few 
areas where this passage may help prune us as branches. 

Firstly the whole challenge of bearing fruit may bring a new focus to us each 
individually.  Are we seeking to bear the fruit of sharing the life and love of Christ?  What 
things in your life, what attitudes, do you have that need to be lopped off so as to make 
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you more fruitful for Christ and so bring glory to God?  It might be worth asking again 
about what you are looking for in a church are you looking for one that will prune you or 
only one that will preen you? 

Secondly there is a challenge for us as a community, for just as we are all part of 
one body for we all share in the one bread, so we are part of the one vine for we share 
this wine, and the fruit of the vine.  We are all connected through the vine to all the other 
branches.  How might we as a community need to hear afresh Jesus’ word and let it 
shape us and bring forth fruit?  We need to be constantly thinking about the way the way 
we do Church to ensure that it is helping to us to be fruitful.  Are we loving those who 
join with us each week, or welcoming to newcomers?  How does what we do need to be 
pruned to be better bring forth the fruit of growing in love, and so be a church that will 
bring God glory?  Perhaps if we are not asking questions like this then we are 
encouraging some more active pruning on God’s part? 

Praying for Fruit 
Lastly pruning for us all in the call to prayer. 
For it is in prayer that we perhaps best express our remaining and abiding in the 

vine, recognising our dependence on him, that we are only a branch and fruitfulness can 
only come from him. 

Within our passage there is a remarkable promise of answered prayer.  The 
prayers that would flow out of this passage would surely be ones calling on God to help 
us remain in Christ, be filled with his love de vine and bear the fruits of such love. 

Will you join me in praying this week, and into the future.  God wants a church to 
be fruitful, lets us pray that this would be so and in so doing let the buds of love bring a 
harvest. 


