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International Workers’ Memorial Day. 
 
International Workers' Memorial Day takes place annually around the world 
on April 28, an international day of remembrance and action for workers 
killed, disabled, injured or made unwell by their work. 
 
Workers' Memorial Day is an opportunity to highlight the preventable nature 
of most workplace incidents and ill health and to promote campaigns and 
union organisation in the fight for improvements in workplace safety. The 
slogan for the day is Remember the dead – Fight for the living. 
 
Workers' Memorial Day was started by the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE) in 1984. April 28 is recognised by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) and the International Trade Union Confederation 
(ITUC) as International Workers' Memorial Day. 
 
According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), across the world: 
• Each year, more than two million men and women die as a result of 
work-related accidents and diseases 
• Workers suffer approximately 270 million accidents each year, and fall 
victim to some 160 million incidents of related illnesses 
• Hazardous substances kill 440,000 workers annually – asbestos claims 
100,000 lives 
• One worker dies every 15 seconds worldwide. 6,000 workers die every 
day. More people die whilst at work than those fighting wars. 
 
In 2014/15, there have been 11 work related deaths in Tasmania. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks 
Fr David O’Neill – Organist 
Members of the St. David’s Cathedral Choir. 
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Welcome 
Following refreshments in the Cloisters we gather in the Cathedral. 

Please stand for the start of the service. 

 

The Dean says 

 
As we gather we acknowledge the Mouheneer People, the traditional 
custodians of this land. 
 
We also recognise that we gather in solidarity with those around the world 
who mark this International Workers’ Memorial Day, and all who seek to 
remember the dead and fight for the living. 
 
The Scriptures teach us that God made a good world in which we are to work 
creatively and use the fruits of the earth and our labour to provide for 
ourselves, our family and to share justly with all.  Jesus further dignified work 
by learning a trade and working as a carpenter. 
 
Yet, for many in our society and round the world, work has been done at the 
cost of their dignity, their health or their lives.  Thus we are stirred to action by 
our remembrance, to seek the safety and protection of workers both today 
and into the future and as a society lament the role we have all played in 
placing workers in peril. 

 
Lament 
 

For complacency in the face of risk 
Lord have mercy. 

For work practices which place profits over people 
Lord have mercy. 

For insatiable consumerism blind to the exploitation of others  
Lord have mercy. 

For failure to enact safe work practices and environments  
Lord have mercy. 

For the lust which harasses, enslaves and endangers 
Lord have mercy. 

For discrimination which belittles, divides and dehumanises 
Lord have mercy. 

For all forms of violence in the work place 
Lord have mercy. 

 
Hear the promise of God’s work of renewal and comfort in Christ Jesus : he 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’  He 
says “See, I am making all things new.” (Revelation 21) 
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Hymn: The Lord’s My Shepherd 
 

The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want, 

He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 

The quiet waters by 

 

My soul he doth restore again, 

And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

Ev’n for His own name's sake. 

 

Yea though I walk through death's dark vale 

Yet will I fear none ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

And staff me comfort still. 

 

My table thou hast furnished 

In the presence of my foes 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint 

And my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house for evermore 

My dwelling place shall be. 

 

Old Testament Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
Read by Fr Shammi Perera, St. Mary’s Catholic Cathedral. 

The Congregation is seated. 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
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What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that 
God has given to everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable 
for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, 
yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I 
know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 
themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat 
and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 
 

Reflection 
John Short, AMWU 

 

Prayer and Lighting of Candle 
The Venerable Helen Phillips, Anglican Archdeacon 

 

We light this candle remembering before God 
those whose employment has led to their death or injury, 
and those who live with the aftermath. 
May this candle be a symbol of the light of God’s presence 
and may all who see it know the consolation of God’s love. 
 
At the end of the service there is the opportunity for members of the congregation to light candles  

 

New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
Read by Steve Walsh, Secretary Unions Tasmania. 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, 
so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the 
consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant 
through Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you 
experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also 
suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our 
sufferings, so also you share in our consolation. 
 
 

Address 
The Right Rev’d John Harrower, Bishop of Tasmania, OAM.  

 
 

Music for Reflection 
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Prayers 
 

Remembering those who have died, praying for their families 
Led by Fr Shammi Perera, St. Mary’s Catholic Cathedral 

 

God of all mercy, giver of all comfort, 
we remember before you those who have died 
and share the grief of their loved ones. 
Look graciously, we pray  
on those who have been impacted by trauma and tragedy. 
Casting all their cares on you, relieve their hurts and lift their burden 
and let them know the consolation of your love; 
through Jesus Christ in whose resurrection we place our hope. Amen. 
 

For those injured at work and those who care for them. 
Led by Major Ritchie Watson, Divisional Commander, The Salvation Army. 

 

Healing Holy Spirit, Sustainer of life, 
we pray for those who are suffering with workplace injuries. 
Comfort those who have been hurt in body and mind. 
May they find you present in their affliction, 
and be strengthened and comforted in hope and purpose. 
Enable those who care for the sick, 
sustaining them in skill and patience. 
May those who devote their time to caring for family and friends 
be kept from weariness and despair, 
in the knowledge of your care in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For Emergency Service Personnel. 
Led by The Rev’d Bob Faser, Tasmanian Council of Churches. 

 

Eternal God, the only source of peace, 
we pray for all who serve in the Emergency Services. 
Give them courage and comfort in danger, 
patience in their service, and wisdom in their actions. 
Trusting in your grace, may they be protected from harm  
as they help those in the midst of crisis. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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For Union Personnel caring for victims. 
Led by The Rev’d Will Briggs, St. David’s Cathedral. 

 

Lord Jesus, Advocate and Saviour, 
Bless those members of Unions  
who support and care for the hurt and bereaved. 
Give them the words of life to encourage and soothe. 
Give them a voice for the voiceless and maintain their passion for justice. 
Give them the wisdom that pertains to reconciliation and renewal, 
and, above all, your Spirit for direction and strength. Amen.  
 

For Employers, Policy Makers, those responsible of workplace safety. 
Led by The Rev’d Jeff Gray, Uniting Church 

Lord Jesus, King of kings, 
be with those who are responsible for ensuring workplace safety. 
Lead our union leaders, government officials and members of parliament,  
the inspectors, employers, victims’ associations  
and health and safety representatives.  
In the exercise of their responsibilities,  
give them wisdom, foresight and courage  
as they seek to improve worker safety.  Amen. 
 

For us all 
Led by the Dean 

God of all creation, 
we pray for all in our community as we go about our daily work 
Enable us to live and work together in harmony and safety, 
and offer to you the fruits of our toil for the good of all. 
Give respect and dignity to all who labour, 
discernment and skill to those who develop new technologies, 
and wisdom to all who carry great responsibilities. 
You have given us the knowledge to produce plenty; 
give us also the will to bring it within the reach of all, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Final Hymn: Praise My Soul The King of Heaven  
 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 

To His feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like me His praise should sing? 

Praise him, Praise him, Alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 

To our fathers in distress. 

Praise Him still the same as ever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Praise him, Praise him, Alleluia! 

Glorious in His faithfulness. 
 

Father-like He tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame He knows. 

In His hands He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise him, Praise him, Alleluia! 

Widely as His mercy flows. 
 

Frail as summer's flower we flourish, 

Blows the wind and it is gone; 

But while mortals rise and perish 

God endures unchanging on, 

Praise him, Praise him, Alleluia! 

Praise the High Eternal One! 
 

Angels, help us to adore Him;  

Ye behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 

Dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise him, Praise him, Alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 
 

Benediction 
The Bishop 
 

May God’s mighty protection, keep us safe in body and soul, 
to serve him and others with generous and joyful hearts,  
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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