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Christianity Lives  
or Dies with Jesus 

Mark 16:1-8 

 
On Thursday the following announcement appeared on the facebook page of the 

Tasmania Police 
Announcing the latest of our response units to hit the streets of Tasmania. 
The Zombie Outbreak Response Unit with specialist capabilities will be patrolling 

in areas of Tasmania as of April 1, 2015. 
In these changeable times police officers have to be prepared for all eventualities. 

These units will be rolled out should intelligence of an apocalyptic event reach our radar. 
Now obviously this was an April Fool Joke, and a fairly obvious one at that. The 

chances of an outbreak of Zombies in Tasmania, at least in the South is quite remote. 
It’s all a bit of a joke and it would remain so right up till the point you ran into a 

zombie until an actual outbreak of the undead occurred, its fun until you meet someone 
whose eye’s out.  Because we all know what happens then, if you meet a zombie it is 
the start of the Zombie Apocalypse and the end of the world, that is what is next in the 
story. 

But what are we to make of a story not of the undead but the no longer dead, of 
resurrection what does it mean? 

To know the answer to that we need to understand the story, and we may 
discover that we don’t know the answer as well as we thought, we will have to consider 
why the events of the resurrection led those women who found the empty tomb to flee in 
terror and amazement and if this has anything to do with the end of the world. 

THE STORY OF JESUS 

I suspect that the most common story that people would use to explain the 
resurrection would be that Jesus came and died so that we might go to heaven.  It is all 
about our future beyond this life. 

It is a story that we see in our some of our great Easter hymns.  So in “There is a 
green hill far away” we sing. 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
he died to make us good, 
that we might go at last to heaven, 
saved by his precious blood. 
Jesus came to bring us eternal life in the future.  Jesus came to die for our 

salvation.  We jump straight from the events of Christmas to Easter.  But in doing so we 
jump over the events of Jesus life which makes up the heart of the Gospels. 

We see a similar gap in our the great Church creeds, we say we believe in the 
events of Christmas and then Easter, with nothing in between. 

We see it in our Cathedral, we have the wonderful West Window celebrating that 
Jesus came, and both our rood screen and our also wonderful East Window, they mark 
his death for us and his rising to glory. 

Again there is this gap between Christmas and Easter.  And it is sometime noted 
that there is a similar gap for some in their Church attendance. 

But we need to ask is this story that the Bible wants us to know as we seek to 
understand the resurrection.  This understanding may tell us why Jesus died and rose 
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but it doesn’t seem to explain why he lived in the first place, or why the early Christians 
wrote the Gospels they did. 

But also as we read those Gospels we discover that they seem to be telling a 
rather different story, than Jesus came to die so we could go to heaven. 

We need to very briefly look at what the story of Jesus actually is if we are to 
understand the resurrection. 

Jesus the King of God’s People 
From start to finish the Gospels all tell the story of Jesus as the true King of God’s 

people.  If we look only at Mark, the Gospel we are focusing on this year, Jesus is called 
by God his beloved Son, which picks up language from the Old Testament to describe 
the King of Israel (Mark 1).  And the true king of Israel in the stories they told was to 
bring God’s peace and reign to all people and all nations. 

It is no surprise then that Jesus preaches about the coming of the Kingdom of 
God.  The Kingdom is present ultimately present because he is, he is the king. 

Jesus disciples recognise that he is the Messiah, again a kingly title (Mark 8).  
After his arrest Jesus is on trial because of the claim to be a king and he is mocked and 
ridiculed for this claim as he is crucified, with the title King of the Jews over his bleeding 
head. 

The story of Jesus is that of a King, more than that God’s appointed King, a 
surprising King, but a King none the less. 

Jesus as Temple 
But there is another story being told which is to do with God’s temple, the symbol 

of God’s presence with his people, and symbol of God’s reign, to which one day all 
people would come.  Jesus has cleared the temple, thus effectively making it a useless 
building.  He speaks of its coming destruction, and there are rumours that he has said 
that he will build a new temple in 3 days, something again that he is mocked for as he 
dies.  But then as he dies the curtain in the temple which separated God from his people 
is torn in two. 

Jesus in all this, and the Gospel writer in telling us this is saying that in Jesus 
there is a new temple, here is a new way of God being with us. 

We could say much more but the story that is being told is not one about our 
salvation but of Jesus as the promised King finally come, and of Jesus as temple, as 
Immanuel, God with us in a brand new way.  God is reigning and restoring the world as 
he has always promised. 

CHRISTIANITY DIES WITH JESUS. 

When we understand that this is the story that is being told, something much 
larger than simply how we get to heaven. 

We then also understand that if Jesus dies on that cross, and only dies then this 
story simply cannot be true, he cannot be God’s king and cannot be the new and true 
symbol of God being with us, his claims are worth the mocking he received on Good 
Friday. Paul says as much a little later in 1 Corinthians than our reading went.  “And if 
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” 
1Corinthians 15:14 

If Christianity at its heart is about Jesus being the King and being God’s presence 
with us the Christianity lives or dies with Jesus. 

We should note that the early followers of Jesus were not expecting a 
resurrection.  As we heard in our reading from Mark they were going to anoint his 
lifeless body, a body which was as dead as his movement.  If Jesus remains in his tomb 
Christianity is dead, buried and cremated to misquote our Prime Minister. 

But if Jesus is raised which vindicates him both as God’s king and as God with us 
we can start to see why the reaction would be one of terror and amazement.  If Jesus 
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died and rose so that we could go to heaven you would imagine that the reaction of the 
women when they learn of it would be, “Well that’s alright then.”  But when you see that 
it is about much more you can start to understand their reaction.  Here is the creator 
God at work, here is his King, here is his kingdom truly come and here he is with us.  
Christianity is alive, risen and on fire. 

CHRISTIANITY LIVES WITH JESUS 

We are starting then to see what it means to affirm that Christ is risen (he is risen 
indeed).  And I hope we are starting to understand the scope of this affirmation. 

Now I need to clear up something that may be perturbing some.  Apparently a 
few have been upset by our sign this year suggesting that is wrong, that Christianity 
lives and dies with Jesus, that Jesus is with us in death and there is hope beyond this 
life because of the resurrection. 

Just in case there is any doubt I whole hearted affirm that this is true.  My point is 
that if you take this kingdom view and put it first all these things will be added to you and 
so much more.  There is true hope of both being with Jesus at our death and sharing in 
his resurrection. 

If we think Christianity is essentially about what happens to us after death, or in 
our life after death we are likely to be rather like Zombies in our faith now, wandering 
around, undead but not really alive in the faith. 

But Christianity lives with Jesus, we are not to be zombies, the resurrection 
should inspire us to follow our king fully in this life.  In understanding why Jesus lived, 
what fills the gap between Christmas and Easter, we start to understand the gap there 
may be in our own Christian life. For we discover that the resurrection of Jesus is not 
about the end of the world but the rescue of the world and transformation of the world.  
We as followers of Jesus are his kingdom agents. 

The resurrection points not so much to what happens when we die, but how we 
should live now. 

Filling the Gap 
To help us with this we need to remember that what fills the gap between the 

West and East Window, between Christmas and Easter is us, the Church. 
We have our lives shaped by what happens at the font in Baptism as we say that 

we are followers of Christ.  As we say the Lord’s Prayer, praying for the kingdom to 
come, as we take communion, the symbol of God’s presence with us now that we take 
with us from the building, and as we hear the Scriptures read, shaping us to be 
evermore like Jesus, and showing the marks of his kingdom marked by love, self giving, 
humility and forgiveness.  It is these things that happen between the windows that fill the 
gap and stop us being zombies. 

Kingdom Living 
This is what kingdom living looks like with Jesus  this is what is to fill the gap it is 

counter cultural and at times will be hard.  But Jesus told us it would be hard, he 
described it as to “carry our cross”, to turn from our way of living and seek to live his 
way, knowing that he is with us.  He is king and temple, Lord and Immanuel. 

This is why Christians for instance should care deeply about topics such as 
asylum seekers, domestic violence, and care for the less fortunate for this is the shape 
of the kingdom, we are to be fully engaged in this world seeking to be Christ’s people in 
all the places that we are.  This is not an addition to Christian faith which people often 
see as concerned with personal salvation but is to seek to bring the coming kingdom 
which is the salvation of the world to bear on issues now.  This is part of what it means 
to pray that God’s kingdom would come on earth as it is in heaven.  Christianity is not 
about the end of the world, it is about its salvation, and the resurrection is the vindication 
of that statement. 
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This is the story that helps us understand the nature of the resurrection of Jesus, 
not the end of the world, but a promise of meaning and hope for and in this world.  This 
is a big idea, and that can be scary as those women understood, but is ultimately the 
source of great joy and rescuing us from being Zombie Christians to fully alive in the 
risen Lord, For Christ is risen, alleluia, he is risen indeed, alleluia.  


