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Getting the 
Message A Cross 

 
It is often a good idea to know the answer before you ask a question or you 

may get an answer which will surprise you. 
Last week I encouraged us all to use as a prayer a verse from Psalm 25:4 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths”  Well today we look at 
the answer to this question as Jesus tells his us what God’s ways are and the paths 
we are to take. 

We may wish that the answer was 
“Follow your dream” but it isn’t.  Let us hear 
again Jesus well known call “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me” 

The message that Jesus is getting across 
is that the message is a cross. 

The path is not about dealing with cross 
roads, but rather the road is cross shaped and 
cross destined. 

If this answer does not surprise and worry 
us we are probably not thinking about it clearly.  
If we think about it we are likely, like Peter, to 
suggest that there must be another way, but we 
need to put this behind us if we are to truly follow Christ. 

In Lent is appropriate that we check whether we are across this idea of carrying 
our cross. 

SURPRISING ANSWERS. 

FOLLOWING PETER’S DREAM 
Peter certainly thought he was across Jesus program and he was living the 

dream.  Jesus as the Messiah would bring all the God had promised from Abraham 
on, God’s kingdom was coming which meant glory for Israel, liberation from their 
enemies and the good life was on the way. 

So when Jesus started to speak about being rejected by the leaders of Israel 
and not only rejected but being killed: this was too much.  Peter didn’t know much but 
he understood that a dead Messiah was no messiah at all.  In fact it was pretty much 
the primary requirement, to be alive. 

Peter understood so this well that he took the extraordinary step of rebuking 
Jesus.  This is a strong word, rebuke, Peter would not have done this lightly he was 
convinced that Jesus was heading in the wrong direction.  It is worth consider what a 
big step this is for Peter.  This is not early on before Jesus had any runs on the board 
so to speak.  Peter has seen Jesus heal, deal with evil spirits, feed the 5000, and 
taught with great authority.  Despite this Peter, the fisherman decides to rebuke his 
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rabbi who he sincerely and truly believes on this point is trying to take a road wrongly 
travelled. 

STRENGTH OF JESUS RESPONSE 
But for all the strength of Peter’s conviction at this point it is nothing compared 

to the strength of Jesus response, which really got his message across. Think about 
those incredibly strong words, “Get behind me Satan.”  This is not just saying that 
Peter has got it wrong, horribly wrong, but worse he is placing before Jesus a 
temptation to not follow the path that God has determined for his Son.   

It is not that Peter has got the dream wrong but that he has completely 
misunderstood how the Kingdom was to come.  He is thinking in human terms rather 
than divine.  Peter needed to know God’s ways and show his paths.  Note Jesus does 
not say this might happen, or could happen, but it must happen.  It is through Jesus 
rejection, death and resurrection that the Kingdom Peter dreamed of would come.  It 
comes through suffering and self denial. 

Here Jesus puts the challenge of true discipleship before both his disciples and 
the gathered crowd.  Jesus had to get his message across, and the message is 
perhaps more personally shocking to his listeners.  It is not only Jesus’ path that is 
heading to death but this should also be the path of his followers.  For him to speak of 
carrying a cross is not to speak of bearing up under trial, but rather it is the action of a 
condemned man who is going to die. 

We need to let this teaching and the rebuke to Peter sit with us for a minute, 
and wonder if we too have got things very wrong. 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS: WILLING TO DIE 

It is important that we do not jump to spiritualising this call of Jesus.  He is 
speaking here in a particular historic context, to follow him on the journey to 
Jerusalem would lead to death.  He is not thinking of putting up with mild 
inconvenience being ready to die for following Christ.  That is the challenge he puts to 
all who would follow him.  Will you deny yourself, carry your cross and follow me. 

We also need to remember that for some of our brothers and sisters in Christ 
this is not an academic exercise.  Horribly we have seen in a recently twenty one 
Christian men in Libya killed by IS for being Christians.  As they were beheaded some 
called out Ya Rabbi Yasou, “Lord Jesus”, others recited the Lord’s Prayer.  I am 
moved deeply that they did not disown the name of Christ even as they were mocked 
and murdered. 

We may want to put this behind us, but it leads me at least to wonder how I 
would have behaved.  I’m not sure I can answer that easily.   

But I am sure that Jesus will have received them as he promised in this 
passage and it is in being convinced that despite appearances trusting Jesus is the 
way to life even if it means death that would sustain. 

Jim Elliot a missionary who was martyred last century, wrote in his diary these 
words “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot 
lose.”  That is cross carrying, self denying faith that Jesus calls us to.  Are we getting 
the message, it’s a cross. 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS:  

I pray that we will not face such situations but Jesus call to us here remains a 
deep challenge with many a rebuke for us if we will hear it.  Bishop John has written 
“This radical teaching is totally at odds with Australian culture today. Our culture 
celebrates status, possessions, travelling, eating and winning in this life. There is an 
absence, even denial, of life in relationship with God and with one another based on 
sacrifice and unconditional love.” 
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I would like briefly to consider some particular areas where such self denying 
cross carrying faith would cut across setting our mind on human things rather than 
divine.  Now there is always a danger in doing this that I may look either like I have 
these issues under control, or that I’m picking on you so it makes you cross and say 
“Get behind me Richard.”  But to not seek to put this into action is in effect to rebuke 
Jesus, he has got it wrong and his path is not one to follow. 

But as I read through Mark, as Jesus goes on his way to the Cross we also 
start to see some areas where we will have to work against our natural way of 
thinking.  It may be painful to thing this through but are we getting the message, a 
cross, that is what we are to carry. 

PUTTING GOD FIRST 
Firstly there is Jesus teaching of the two great commandments, to love God 

with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love our neighbours as ourselves. 
Immediately we are forced to think outside our selves. 
We see what this looks like in Jesus life in his embrace of others, particularly 

the outcast, do we need to do better? 

DEALING RADICALLY WITH SIN 
Jesus also speaks strongly about dealing with sin, cutting off that which leads 

to sin.  Is this something we do, to cut off something that bring us pleasure, even if 
twisted pleasure, is self denying, but will we do it?  Jesus particularly focuses on the 
hold that money has on us.  This is why part of a Lenten discipline should not be just 
to give up but to give out. 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS: RENOUNCING PRIDE 
Jesus speaks of his followers needing to be like little children, this is to both cut 

across our pride and to encourage simple faith.  To follow the way of the cross is 
inherently humbling, can we take that step? 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS: EMBRACING FORGIVENESS 
Jesus also teaches that we are to embrace the way of forgiveness.  For some 

this can be the hardest.  We have been hurt, we have a right to be hurt, but Jesus 
says we are to deny that desire to hold on to the hurt and give up the right to be angry 
and so fully know the forgiveness of God as well. 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS ULTIMATELY OUR HOPE 

It is right to feel the challenge and rebuke of what Jesus says to us, to turn from 
the ultimately demonical temptation to focus on our way of thinking and embrace the 
way of the cross as the way of God’s kingdom.  We cannot pray “Make me to know 
your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths” and not be willing to take steps down the 
way of the cross. 

But this would be to ignore a major part of the message that Jesus is getting 
across that it is that is necessary that Jesus take this path for this is the way that he 
will give his life as a ransom for many. 

The way of the cross will not only rebuke us but is also our hope, for as we are 
reminded of our failure to follow as we look to the cross we also are reminded that 
Jesus did stay the course when no one else did and so paid our ransom.  It is as we 
look to the cross and know what Jesus has done for us that we are best able to deny 
ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus. 

Are we getting the message, a cross. 


