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A Voice from Heaven 
 Psalm 29 

Readings: Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 10:1-7; Mark 1:4-11, Psalm 29. 

 
There are few things as awe inspiring as a thunderstorm, it is nature’s ultimate 

light and sound show.  When the storm is right over head and gloriously the thunder and 
lightning coincide the only response is to throw wide your arms wide and say “wow” and 
if you are out in the open run for cover. 

Today we gather to worship our God, our God who is far more glorious than any 
thunderstorm, far more powerful than any hurricane, more mighty than any maelstrom.  
Far too often as we gather, and in our thinking, we either domesticate God and bring 
him down to a safe level, or we keep him at a safe distance.  Today we need to face the 
storm and say “wow” and be reminded that we too need a cover. 

HEAVENLY WORSHIP V1-2 

Our psalm starts with a call to worship.  The heavenly court and all spiritual 
beings are called to ascribe glory to God, the glory that is due to him. 

Glory is one of the great words of the Bible that brings us ideas of spendour, 
beauty, magnificence, radiance and rapture.  We see something of this worship in Isaiah 
6 when the prophet as a vision of the Lord 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and 
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, … and they 
were calling to one another:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is 
full of his glory.”  

The prophet when faced with a vision of this worship says the Old Testament 
version of “wow” and looks for cover.  We gather today to worship a glorious God, a God 
who is to be praised by all in heaven as well as those on earth.  We should not come 
before God to quickly, too readily without considering who it is we are dealing with, the 
God of glory. 

At the 8am service this morning I managed to create a neologism a new word 
when I conflated true and humble to say trumble.  I don’t think it is a word but perhaps it 
should be because it not only carries the idea of true an humble but carries overtones of 
fear and trembling as well.  We should approach God trumbly. 

THE VOICE V3-9 

The Psalm then explores what this glory and strength is like in a section that 
could have been inspired by the Psalmist watching a storm roll in from the 
Mediterranean particularly after listening to the awe inspiring thunder as 7 times we are 
told of the powerful voice of the Lord. 

As with the Psalmist we listen to the thunder we are reminded of God’s power 
over the waves (3), and over the strong elements of the land.  The strongest building 
material around at the time was the cedars of Lebanon yet they can be broken like 
twigs.  The most immovable things imaginable were the mountains of Lebanon yet they 
are pictured as skipping and leaping at a word from the Lord.  We might put it that the 
voice of the Lord crushes reinforced concrete and makes Mt Wellington do the twist.  
The power of the thunder should remind us of the power of the Lord.   
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Big hurricanes such as Katrina have impressive stats when it comes to power, 
enough power to light 1 trillion 100 watt light bulbs, and power equivalent a ten megaton 
nuclear bomb.  Nature can be powerful, but it is nothing compared to the unlimited 
power in the voice of the Lord.  You cannot bottle a tornado, you cannot train a 
hurricane, you cannot put a blizzard on hold.  Have we tried to do that with God?  There 
is always the great danger of domesticating God, bring him down to our level, a 
manageable level, as soon as we do this it is no longer the true God that we are 
worshiping. 

As the Psalm continues the location moves from Lebanon in the north to Kadesh 
in the South.  The Psalmist is looking to the extent of his world and seeing the reach of 
God’s voice, in Tasmania we might say from Smithton to Southport, or to be less 
parochial, Perth to Sydney and Darwin to Hobart .  The voice of the Lord has power in 
all the land. 

This section of the Psalm ends in v10 reminding us that the response to 
witnessing this power is to cry “Glory”.  The passage says this is what all in his temple 
cry.  This once again may be the heavenly temple, or it may those in the temple in 
Jerusalem, or as in the Psalms the whole of creation is the Lord’s Temple, this may be a 
call for all of creation to worship God and cry “Glory”. 

It is worth wondering why do we worship God?  There may be many reasons but 
at its heart should be that simply he is worthy of worship because of who he is. 

You may remember a commercial for beauty products that had the tag line of 
“Because you’re worth it”.  Well that is a dubious proposition but we should worship God 
because he is worth it. 

We should spend time praising God not just for what he has done for us but 
simply for who he is.  If we only worship God for which the benefits we have received 
ultimately we are the focus.  Rather, as all the heavenly court are encouraged to do, we 
should ascribe to the Lord glory and strength, the glory due to his name.  We should 
praise him for his power, strength, might, majesty, because he is truly is worth it. 

THE VICTORIOUS KING AND HIS PEOPLE V10-11. 

As the Psalm ends it pictures God enthroned above the flood.  The whole Psalm 
is predicated on the God of creation but who creates by his word, his voice but in this 
verse seems to be a glance back to the flood of Noah which again dramatically showed 
God’s power over creation and natural processes.  But in looking back to the flood it 
reminds us not only of the God of creation but also the God who acts in judgement. 

The powerful God who is pictured here then is not one to be worshipped but with 
whom we need to be on good terms, or we will need to be looking for cover.  When 
faced with a something of unbelievable power it is right to be afraid unless that power is 
on your side. 

The end of the Psalm wonderfully shows that God is on the side of his people.  
The whole Psalm has overtones of Old Testament songs of victory where God’s people 
would sing when their God triumphed over their enemies and he remains their source of 
blessing and peace.  What a comfort it was for them to know that this power which in the 
storm can seem so frightening is actually a power that is at work for them. 

HOW IS THIS TRUE 

How can we know this is true that God’s power is at work for us, you don’t know it 
is true from simply looking at nature where you effectively only see God’s power. 

Jesus 
In the Bible we discover that ultimately the true revelation of God is not found in 

the majestic power of an almighty storm but in all the frailty of a human baby as the Son 
comes to us.  When the word of God which had so much power as to wreak havoc on 



Preached at St. Davids 11/1/15      A Voice From Heaven Psalm 29/  3 

the earth becomes a baby’s cry and a man’s voice, the Word made flesh in which we 
see the glory of God, who at his baptism the voice of heaven identifies as God’s son, 
with whom he is pleased.  As Paul put it so wonderfully we see the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ (2Corinthians 4:6).   

When we look at Jesus’ compassion, his love, his tenderness and realise that we 
are seeing the glory of God again we can only go “wow”.  In Jesus providing a covering 
for us from judgement by his death we can only go “wow”, and in his resurrection we see 
the fullness of God’s purposes for us and the true blessing of peace that God will bring, 
“wow” 

Holy Spirit 
More than that the same Spirit which descended on Jesus at his baptism leads us 

to understand who Jesus is but also that we too are children of God and so that our 
voice will say Abba Father, and gives us the hope of glory.  (Romans 8:15)  This surely 
should make us say “Wow” 

Here then we see the triune God Father, Son and Holy Spirit present at Jesus’ 
baptism revealing his glory and bringing us the hope of glory, and all of this is for the 
glory of God.  In God saving his people, as he exerts his glorious power in saving his 
people he reveals more of his beauty, his splendour and his grace, his glory. He not only 
is our shelter in the storm but a power greater than that of the storm is working for us.  
“Wow.” 

STEALING THUNDER 

This Psalm is a call to worship on the basis of who God is, the nature of this God, 
shown not only in nature but in his dealing with his people. 

This is good for us to ponder but there is more going on here which is worth us 
exploring. 

General William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, on January 22, 1882 in 
Worcester heard one of his officers sing his testimony in the words “Bless His Name, He 
set me free.”  Moved by the song he asked what the tune was, he was told 
disapprovingly that it was “Champagne Charlie is my name.”  The General famously 
replied “Why should the devil have all the good tunes?”  He then used the popular tunes 
of the day for worship not of wine, women and song but of praise of the true God. 

This Psalm in many ways is doing the same thing.  The language of the Psalm is 
very similar to that used by the original people of the land of Canaan to praise their god, 
Baal.  They believed that he was the god of nature, in particular the god of the weather.  
But the Psalmist , if you will excuse the pun, steals their thunder, daringly uses this 
language and takes over their own ideas to praise the true God who is over the storm 
and over all heaven. 

In doing this the Psalm reminds us of two important ideas.  Firstly that there is no 
other god that is worthy of our worship than the God of the Bible.  We do not worship 
any old God, but this God, the God of glory, the God of the Bible, the God and Father or 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is true in the face of other religious claims as well as being true in the face of 
all other things that may claim our worship: our security, our respectability, even our 
church!  Do we give God the worship that is due to him?  And do we worship him as he 
truly is. 

Secondly this is a truth to be proclaimed by every appropriate means so that 
people will be pointed to the true God whose glory needs to be recognised.  We should 
be prepared to steal the thunder of ideas that are around and use them to point to the 
God who is above all and who has shown himself in Jesus. 
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God ultimately will not allow anyone to steal his thunder, his voice will triumph 
and as Isaiah 40:5 prophesied “… the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 
mankind together will see it.  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

Nature points to the power of God’s voice, in Jesus that voice is made flesh, with 
our Spirit inspired voice let us ascribe greatness to our God not just here but in all the 
world. 


