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Identifying with Christmas 
Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14 

 
I wonder if you like me have found it rather hard to identify with Christmas this 

year.  As I have wandered around Hobart and seen a sign at a purveyor of pastries 
saying  “Donut forget to treat yourself this Christmas” simply made me feel like there 
was a hole at the centre of this celebration.  Signs in fashion shops saying “It’s Glitzmas” 
just highlighted the idea that the season was all sparkle and glitter with little substance, 
all part of the inSANTAty of the modern Christmas. 

In the context of events in our world and our nation it is hard to identify with such 
notions which at best distract us from such realities or worse deceive us into a 
consumerist fantasy. 

But you may also struggle to identify with the more traditional Christmas, the star, 
the angels, the stable, the animals, the baby.  It can seem so twee and safe and unreal.  
How does this help us in the harsh realities of the newspapers in recent weeks? 

But if we will see beyond these trappings, through glitzmas to Christ mas we will 
see something which speaks profoundly to us of the astounding truth that God identifies 
with us. 

GOD IDENTIFYING WITH US 

The four gospels in their own way give the same message.  John calls Jesus 
“The Word of God made flesh”, Matthew calls him, “Emmanuel God with us, Luke calls 
him “The Lord, the Son of the Most High”, and Mark’s gospel as he recounts the life, 
death and resurrection of this child born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth, keeps 
raising the question of “Who is this?” with God being obvious answer.  The rest of the 
New Testament also proclaims that in Jesus of Nazareth God has visited his people. 

At the heart of any true celebration of Christmas then is the birth of Jesus, 
Immanuel, God with us.  The God who has identified himself to us and with us. 

GOD WITH US FOR SALVATION 
God is with us, in that he has identified our need.  Jesus is God with us for 

salvation.  He is announced as Saviour by the angels and in his life, death and most 
importantly his resurrection, he has done all that is necessary for us to be welcomed into 
his kingdom.  He pays the price and opens wide the door so that we may come in. 

This is the source of joy which flows in the readings and carols which we sing and 
hear at this time of year.  God is with us, not against us, distant from us but is with us. 

GOD WITH US FOR COMFORT 
Furthermore in Jesus God is with us in real life.  It is worth reading through the 

narratives of Jesus birth and seeing the life into which Jesus was born.  He was born 
into a persecuted nation, of poor parents with interesting marital arrangements, who 
were on the road and the baby came at an inopportune time.  As he grows up he gets 
lost, disappoints his parents, has arguments with his family, is let down by his friends, is 
misunderstood and suffers. 

I find enormous comfort that this means that God is not aloof to the vagaries of 
life, in Jesus, God is with us in this life, he feeleth for our sadness and shareth in our 
gladness.  We can turn to Jesus for he is with us. 

I pray that whatever you have gone through this year, or may go through in the 
year ahead you will remember that in the birth of this child of Bethlehem God has 
identified with us, and is not indifferent. 
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GOD WITH US BRING DIGNITY TO ALL 
But God is also with us, plural, not with me, singular.  This is not just a story 

which bring us personal comfort it must impact how we think about others. 
The birth of the Son of God as a human child shows the enormous dignity and 

honour in which God holds humanity. It speaks volumes of the value of human life.  That 
that this dignity is something that is held by all is demonstrated in that God particularly 
identifies himself with the deprived and disadvantaged, “with the poor the meek and 
lowly lived on our earth our Saviour holy.” 

If in Jesus God has so identified himself with them we need to ask do we also 
identify with them. 

LOOKING FOR A SIGN THIS CHRISTMAS? 
This is part of the thinking behind our Christmas sign this year, we wanted to 

draw attention to the plight of Christians around the world who are persecuted and often 
killed for living out the shared faith in which we gather tonight. 

At the centre of the sign is the 
letter “N” in Arabic script, a sign used ISIS 
forces in Syria and Iraq to mark the 
houses of Christians. It stands for 
“Follower of the Nazarene”, a follower of 
Jesus. 

When this became known 
Christians around the world started to use 
the sign as both a sign of solidarity with 
their brothers and sisters but also to draw 
greater attention to their plight.  You may 
have seen it on facebook. 

But it is not just in the Middle East but in many areas around the world that to 
gather as we do today to celebrate Jesus birth could lead to suffering or death, Nigeria, 
Kenya, North Korea.  In a debate in the British Parliament in 2013 it was estimated that 
100,000 Christians would be killed for their faith in 2014 and that was before the rise of 
IS. The West’s general indifference to this reality has rightly been called a scandal. 

This should add poignancy to our services tonight and it is right that we pray for 
our fellow Christians.  We may also want to support them financially through The 
Barnabas Fund or Bible Society. 

But the grace centred nature of God’s identification with us should push beyond 
our fellow Christians to all who are persecuted, who suffer or need sanctuary.  We need 
to remember that soon after Jesus’ birth, in Matthew’s account, he and his family 
become a refugees, forced to flee due to threats to their life.  Jesus personal experience 
and thus identification with the disposed and homeless should challenge our own 
attitudes to those who need asylum and to contemplate the harsh and uncaring attitudes 
of those who govern in our name. 

In Jesus God fully identifies with those who suffer and is willing to take the risk of 
welcoming them into his kingdom, and not just in a temporary protection way but eternal 
sanctuary.  Given this can we really identify ourselves with some of current immigration 
policies? 

US IDENTIFYING WITH THIS GOD 

You may think that this is getting too political for a Christmas service.  Yet the 
more we understand the God that came to identify with us, the more we are drawn to 
identify ourselves with this King who has come to be with us and this is deeply 
subversive. 
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This subversive power structure challenging nature of the Christian faith is built 
into the Christmas story. Luke reminds us who the Emperor was at the time of Jesus 
birth.  Augustus had the title “Saviour of the World”  put on monuments and was praised 
for closing the Temple of War in Rome.  Yet Luke wants to subvert that sense of power 
and privilege by saying the true Saviour, the true bringer of peace, “is to be found in an 
ox's shed behind a pub in a provincial backwater." (Burridge, 103) 

The call of Christmas is to identify ourselves with this King whose ways are not 
those of coercion, oppression and violence but of self giving, grace and love.  The child, 
whose birth in Bethlehem we celebrate, grew up in Nazareth and then called people to 
follow him in ways of truth, justice, purity and service.  Christmas presents us with a king 
who models humility, non retaliation, and service. Do you identify with this Christmas? 

This upside down nature of Jesus kingdom finds its ultimate expression in Jesus 
self sacrifice in his death where he gave himself for us and in his vindication in the 
resurrection which is our hope.  The Christian faith is ultimately a matter of death and 
life. Both the resurrection and the birth of Jesus show us that Biblical hope is not escape 
from the realities of this world but working for salvation in and the salvation of this world. 
Do identify with this vision of Christmas? 

Understanding that Christmas has it heart God identifying with us challenges us 
to identify ourselves with Jesus, with this King with this Kingdom.  In a world and society 
which seeks not so much freedom of religion as freedom of religion are you willing to 
identify yourself as one of Jesus’ people.? 

The people who followed Jesus were known mockingly as Christians.  The sign of 
the letter N marked people as followers of the Nazarene, followers of Jesus.   

Do you follow? 


