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Knowing the Other

How to read the Qur’an.

What is the Qur’an? What is the Bible?

How does the Qur’an present itself to us? Reading it on its own terms.

The Qur’an revolves around Muhammad.

• There are two types of Suras in the Qur'an: the Meccan suras and the Medinan suras.

• Mecca - powerless
• Medina - Islamic State.

The Qur’an evolves around Muhammad’s life: Christianity

The Roman Empire has been defeated - In a land close by; but they, after (this) defeat
of theirs, will soon be victorious - Within a few years. With God is the Decision, in the
past and in the Future: on that Day shall the Believers (Muslims) rejoice - (Qur’an 30:2-
4, Yusuf Ali)

Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful preaching; and argue
with them in ways that are best and most gracious. (Qur’an 16:125, Yusuf Ali)

(Y)ou will certainly find the nearest in friendship to those who believe (to be) those
who say: We are Christians ... (Qur’an 5:82, Shakir)

If any one disputes in this matter (about Jesus) with you, now after (full) knowledge has
come to you, say: "Come! let us gather together, our sons and your sons, our women
and your women, ourselves and yourselves: Then let us earnestly pray, and invoke the
curse of God on those who lie!" (Qur’an 3:61, Yusus Ali)

Fight those who believe not in God and the Last Day and do not forbid what God and
His Messenger (Muhammad) have forbidden -- such men as practise not the religion of
truth, being of those who have been given the Book (Christians and Jews)-- until they
pay the tribute (Jizyah) out of hand and have been humbled. The Jews say, 'Ezra is the
Son of God'; the Christians say, 'The Messiah is the Son of God.' That is the utterance
of their mouths, conforming with the unbelievers before them. God assail them! How
they are perverted! They have taken their rabbis and their monks as lords apart from
God, and the Messiah, Mary's son -- and they were commanded to serve but One God;
there is no god but He; glory be to Him, above what they associate – desiring to
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extinguish with their mouths God's light (Islam); and God refuses but to perfect His
light, though the unbelievers be averse. It is He (Allah) who has sent His Messenger
(Muhammad) with the guidance and the religion of truth, that He may uplift it above
every religion (Qur’an 9:29-33, Arberry, 48:28-29, 61:9)

Applying the Qur’an depends upon how your context corresponds to that of Muhammad.

(M)any ayat (verses) from the Makkan period may be especially meaningful to Muslims
living in a strongly un-Islamic environment, while some of the Madinan period would
appeal much to Muslims who are in the process of formation of the umma (Islamic
state/community). In some cases, unless one knows which of the two or more related
verses was revealed first, one cannot decide which legal ruling is now binding upon the
Muslims. (Ahmad Von Denffer, `Ulum al-Qur’an - An Introduction to the Sciences of
the Qur’an, U.K.: The Islamic Foundation, 1994, pp. 88-89)

Making Sense of the Islamic State 

A Christian Response

Appalled at the violence.

Defend and support those in need.

A better hope: Only Jesus can bring the kingdom of God

The LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that there was no
one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation for
him, and his own righteousness sustained him. (Isaiah 59:15-16, NIV)

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew
28:18-20)
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