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Stories of Sarah 
Readings: Genesis 24; 1Peter 3:1-7. 

 
“Don’t give me another one of your stories.”  “He is only telling tales.” 
You would think from such statements that our culture didn’t have a high regard 

for stories, yet nothing could be further from the truth.  Movies are nothing more than 
telling stories, sometimes not much of a story with lots of explosions but a story 
nonetheless.  TV is mainly stories, interrupted by ads, but even the clever ones of those 
tell a story as well.  Our computer games have a narrative.  Even our news programs 
tend to focus on human interest, that is a small story in the midst of bigger events. 

When we get together with old friends we love to tell stories, the older the friends, 
the older the stories.  Something magical happens in even the most boring sermon 
when the preacher says something like “Let me tell you about my Uncle Bill.”  Suddenly 
everyone looks up from contemplation of their knees to the pulpit for a story is about to 
be told.  We love stories, they draw us in, make us stop and the best stories will even 
make us think. 

One of the wonderful things about the Bible is that it is chock a block full of 
stories, without doing any research at all I can confidently say that over half of the Bible 
is given over to narrative to telling tales.  This makes it very different from most other 
religious books.  The Koran has very little in the way of stories, it is an account of 
visions.  Many other religious books are basically manuals on how to live, or how to 
please or manipulate the gods.  They are textbooks.  The Bible is very different.  God 
knows that we love stories so he gave us a book that is bursting with them. 

This is all well and good but what are we to do with them? Some of the stories 
are just great stories, like that of the sacrifice of Isaac but what are we to do with it?  
Other stories seem to be like the stories that an elderly relative might tell at Christmas 
time, a little bit odd and with no discernable point, something like our reading from 
Genesis today might appear.  What are we supposed to do with it?   

Our task today is to think through what we are supposed to do with the Old 
Testament and to then put some of those principles into action as we think of Sarah. 

READING OLD TESTAMENT NARRATIVE 

As we come to these stories we need to realise that is what they are, they are 
stories and they are to be read as such.  Much misunderstanding of the Old Testament 
happens when the stories are treated like a code, as if every character was representing 
something else.  Now many of the parables of Jesus are like this to a limited extent but 
Old Testament narrative is not, they are historical stories good and simple, or 
sometimes not so good and complicated but it is still a story. 

The power of example 
One of the ways that the stories are used within Scripture itself is that of 

example.  In both the Old Testament and the New Testament believers are encouraged 
to look back to the example of these stories both positively and negatively.  So, for 
example, the story of David and Bathsheba among other things acts as a strong 
warning against the dangers of adultery. 

Our history 
But the stories are much more than morality tales like the boy who cried wolf.  

The Bible makes it clear that these stories, these narratives of our Scriptures are part of 
our history, they form part of our story as believers.  The Bible has a plot that starts at 
Genesis, flows through the history of Israel reaches its climax in Jesus and then to the 
new people of God looking forward to the new creation.  We become part of this story 
when we become believers in Christ and so these stories become part of our history. 
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So the examples of faith that we see in these stories are not just inspiring stories 
but the faith that we see displayed, or lack of faith, is faith in the same God as ours, we 
believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and for that matter Sarah and Rebeckah 
and so on.  These stories then will help us to understand our God better and, as with all 
good stories, will help shape our view of the world. 

On going purposes of God 
Lastly because the Bible has a plot that centres on the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ we should look for the ways in which a passage may move the 
plot or the purposes of God forward.  We should not read Jesus back into the Old 
Testament but see how it points forward to him. 

THE EXAMPLE OF SARAH 

Let’s see how these play out as we look at the life of Sarah.  If Abraham is the 
Patriarch of Israel Sarah is definitely the Matriarch. 

With Sarah we have a good example of how Scripture uses an Old Testament 
narrative as an example.  Peter as he is encouraging believers to live good lives he 
encourages wives to be like Sarah.  That is not to focus on the external but to be ready 
like Sarah to support and be submissive to their husbands.  Sarah we know from the 
stories was very beautiful even in her old age (Genesis 12:11) but it was her devotion 
and submission to her husband that stood out for the biblical writer. 

The more you know about Sarah the more amazing her submission to Abraham 
was.  One of the most wonderful things about stories is the way that they unlock the 
imagination.  Imagine for a moment that you are Sarah, that you are married to a man 
whom God talks to.  Try to imagine some of the conversations.  Abraham comes into 
the tent after you have been settled in Haran for many years and announces that you 
are moving (12:4-5).  “Where to” you say.  “I don’t know.”  “Why?” you say.  “Because 
God told me.”  Yet you go. Who is showing the greater level of faith?  Only one of them 
heard God speak. 

How about the day that Abraham disappears off with your beloved son for few 
days and come back all excited and says “Oh Sarah you won’t believe it.  I was just 
about to sacrifice Isaac as God had said and then a voice came and there was a sheep 
there and God promised to bless us, our descendants and everyone on earth through 
us.”  “What was that bit about sacrificing Isaac?” you might say.  On top of this you have 
your name changed, are twice taken into the harem of foreign kings on the advice of 
your husband, and never seem to settle down anywhere for very long. 

We could go on but certainly Sarah’s devotion to her husband is strong.  Now 
there are probably not any ladies here whose husbands have God talking to them but 
there will be those who may act like it, or who are difficult to live with.  Sarah is an 
example of standing by her man despite such difficulties.  And such we are told is true 
beauty which does not pass, the “the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which 
is of great worth in God's sight” (1Peter 3:4) 

Now I realise that some will struggle with this whole notion of submission but 
looking at Sarah who was no wallflower and her robust partnership with Abraham gives 
us a fuller understanding of what is being envisaged. 

And while we are not preaching on 1Peter I should point out to the blokes that 
Peter goes on to say that we are to be considerate to our wives who are just as 
important to God as we are and that we are all to live in harmony, be sympathetic, 
compassionate and humble, which gives us blokes plenty to be getting on with.  I find it 
interesting that Peter does not go on to use Abraham as the male example, perhaps he 
shows us what not to do. 

THE FAITH OF SARAH 

The character of Sarah then is an example for us.  But her faith is also to be an 
example.  In Isaiah the exiles in Babylon who are looking for God to act are told "Listen 
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to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from 
which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; look to Abraham, your 
father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth.” (Isaiah 51:1-2).  They are encouraged to look 
back to the example of Abraham and Sarah. 

We have in a sense already considered her faith in her willingness to follow 
Abraham.  It has been said that Fred Astaire was a great dancer but remember Ginger 
Rogers did it all in a dress, in high heels and backwards.  So it is with Sarah.  She does 
not have the advantage that Abraham has of receiving the promises of inheritance, land 
and blessing, its all second hand. 

However as we look closely 
at Sarah her faith seems a little 
shaky at best.  At the heart of her 
difficulty is the first thing we are told 
about her.  “Now Sarai was barren; 
she had no children.” (Genesis 
11:30, NIV). This may have been a 
practical problem for Abraham, even 
a theological problem, how could 
the promises be fulfilled, but for 
Sarah it is a very personal problem.  
Some of you will be able to 
sympathise with the pain she would 
feel in being childless and to have 
this being brought up again through 
this promise of God would be too 
much.  But God keeps promising so 
Sarah decides that sub contracting 
the job out would be the way to go 
offering her maidservant Hagar to 
Abraham in an early version of 
surrogate motherhood to which he 
agrees all to readily. (16:1-6).  But 
as often happens now this turns 
sour, reminding her of own 
barrenness, all she can do is lash 
out at Abraham saying it is his fault 
and ruining her relationship with her 
maid. 

Then thirteen years later when some visitors appear she laughs at the promises 
of God. (Genesis 18:9-15). “As if that is true.”  She doesn’t like being caught out but she 
laughs at the promises of God.  Yet God remains faithful to his promises and a year 
later, beyond all human expectation she has a child.  Now the joke is on her, God has 
kept his promise and her laughter of cynicism has turned to the laughter of joy. 

If Sarah’s faith is like this, a faith that looks of ways to hurry God along, and 
plagued by disbelief why are we told to emulate her faith?  It is because she reminds us 
that it is not the strength of her faith that is important but the God that she believes in, a 
God who keeps his promises.  That is why the exiles, to whom it looks like all is lost 
should keep faith like Abraham and Sarah, their faith is in a God who keeps his 
promises despite how things look in human terms.   

We show the same faith praying “thy kingdom come” when the kingdoms of this 
world seem so powerful.  We show the same faith when we keep believing that Jesus is 
the saviour of the world when so much seems lost.  We show the same faith whenever 
we trust God's promises.  What matters not is the strength of our faith, but the strength 
and power of the God we believe in. 



Preached at St Davids Cathedral 20/7/2014     Stories of Sarah Genesis 24/  4 

THE HOPE OF SARAH 

Thinking of this faith in God’s promises brings us to our reading today, of the 
death of Sarah.  Here we read of Sarah’s death and Abraham’s sorrow and his 
determination to bury her properly.  There is much in this passage of interest to 
historians but we can note Abraham’s determination to make this plot of land his own.  
He will not accept the plot as a gift, he wants there to be no doubt that it truly is his.  He 
makes sure all the wrangling and deed exchanges are done in public.  He is even 
prepared to pay well over what the plot is worth securing it (the plot from other prices in 
Scripture was probably worth closer to 40 rather than 400 shekels).  Ephron probably for 
years afterward told the story of the day he took this foreigner for a ride.  But even that 
would help Abraham’s cause, this was his piece of land for his dead.  He may be “an 
alien and stranger” (23:4) in the land but this piece is his. 

Why was this plot of land so important?  We need to put this story in the context 
of the wider plot line.  This was the land that God has promised to give Abraham and so 
Abraham is determined that Sarah would be buried in this land.  This is the only part of 
the land that ever belonged to Abraham but this purchase well illustrates his faith that 
God would keep his promises.  This was the promised land, this would be his land.  
Abraham and Sarah had not received what they had been promised but they lived and 
died in the light of those promises.  Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others were 
buried there in faith that this would be the land of their descendants. 

The book of Hebrews commends this faith which trusts God till the end. “All these 
people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; 
they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they 
were aliens and strangers on earth…. they were longing for a better country--a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them. (11:13-16). 

Sarah had her earthly place of rest bought for her at a high price to make it 
secure trusting God's promises. Our heavenly rest has also been bought at an even 
greater price which it makes it even more secure, a promise we can surely trust.  We 
like Sarah and Abraham may be aliens and strangers here on earth, but there is a city 
prepared for us with the price paid.  Now that is a story that is worth telling. 


