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Elementary 
Living for Righteousness 

Acts 7:55-60; 1Peter 2:11-25; John 14:1-14 
 
If you ask my mother if she is good, she would reply “I’m not good, I’m well.”  

Many of us will have heard similar seemingly humble responses, Christians aren’t good 
they are forgiven, and many of us will echo this as we look at our own lives. 

Yet the Scriptures constantly call on us to be good.  Our reading from 1Peter 2 
calls on us to live honourably, to lead such good lives so that others will notice.  We are 
to do what is right, and that we are to live for righteousness.   

But why does it say to live like this?  Why are we to be good? 
If you were to ask most people what the Bible uses to motivate people to be good 

I suspect that they would go for one of the following: the experience of guilt, fear of 
punishment, or the hope of reward.  I wonder what you would say, would you pick one of 
those? 

But as we consider our Elementary series we will see a different path to living for 
righteousness, it flows out of the truth of the resurrection.  In this foundational event we 
have a powerful new example, a responsible new identity and a humble new 
understanding of how we are to live all of which I pray will help us to be good. 

IMITATION OF CHRIST 

There are many things that flow from the event of the resurrection.  We have 
been looking at some of them in the past weeks: hope, salvation, and the knowledge 
that Jesus is our great Good Shepherd who will lead us to the new creation.  In a sense 
all of this is captured in our Acts 7 reading where Stephen even as he dies is full of 
hope, assured of salvation and calls on the Good Shepherd to lead him home. 

But we all to quickly run to what the resurrection means for us, we first need to 
consider what it meant for and about Jesus and it means something quite specific.  His 
resurrection was his vindication.  The resurrection is God’s clear tick of approval of all 
that he said and he did. 

New Testament Examples 
Because of this the early Church not only sought to share his teaching but to 

follow his example and taught others to do so.  We can see this link between following 
the example of Jesus the resurrected one in many places in the New Testament.  We 
see it in the Acts 7 reading, even as Stephen looks to the risen Jesus he follows Christ’s 
example of forgiveness. 

Paul in Philippians 2 calls on us to have the same attitude as Christ who humbled 
himself and was then raised by God.  The book of Hebrews having spoken of Jesus 
having defeated the enemy of death to look to his example of humble obedience 
(Hebrews 2-3), and in our reading from 1Peter we are encourage do look at the example 
of Christ again pointing to humility.  We should follow his path because it was vindicated 
by his resurrection. 

Gospels 
Of course this is also true of the Gospels, the life story of Jesus.  I don’t know 

about you but when I pick up a new book I will often turn to the back to see what people 
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say about it, you look for authoritative figures to recommend it.  At the back of each of 
the Gospels is the resurrection which is God’s commendation, this Jesus is worth 
listening to, following and trusting. The Gospels written by his disciples whom he called 
to follow him, and they were imitateto him and so are we. 

In John 14 we have the well known saying of Jesus that he is “the way, the truth 
and life.”  In the context where it talks about knowledge of God it is natural that 
understand him to be saying that his the way to God, the truth about God and can give 
life with God.  And this is true, if we want to know what God is like we are to look to 
Jesus, and the resurrection vindicates the truth of what Jesus says. 

But there is more here, in the passage Jesus talks about how his followers will do 
what he was doing.  That is he is also the way that we are to act, the truth about what it 
is to be human, and a demonstration of what is really living. 

Jesus then not only reveals God but also reveals what true humanity should be 
and we are to imitate him.  Is that something you seek to do? 

The Imitation of Christ 
The Imitation of Christ is a Christian Classic written in the 15th Century by 

Thomas A’Kempis.  It is one of those books that many know but few have read. Yet no 
other book apart from the Bible has been translated into as many languages and has 
been a power devotional tool for many.  I suspect that we are all the spiritually poorer for 
not seeking to more deeply to imitate Christ. 

In Chapter 56 the writer puts these words into the mouth of Jesus picking up this 
passage. 

Follow Me. I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Without the Way, 

there is no going. Without the Truth, there is no knowing. Without the 

Life, there is no living. I am the Way which you must follow, the Truth 

which you must believe, the Life for which you must hope. I am the 

inviolable Way, the infallible Truth, the unending Life. I am the Way 

that is straight, the supreme Truth, the Life that is true, the blessed, the 

uncreated Life. If you abide in My Way you shall know the Truth, and 

the Truth shall make you free, and you shall attain life everlasting. 

 

Some of you may have notice an\ old Sunday School song hidden away in that 
reading, but it remains true, we need to understand as foundational that without the way 
there is no going, without the truth there is no knowing, without the life there is no 
growing. 

Seeing that Jesus is the way, the truth and life is not something we are to ponder 
it is the way we are to follow, the truth to be explored, the life to be lived. 

The resurrection vindicates Jesus life as the way, the truth and the life for us, it is 
the life of which God approves.  How much better, even gooder would we be if we walk 
in his way and the way he walked. 

A few years ago it was popular for the youth to wear a wrist band with WWJD on 
it, what would Jesus do.  Perhaps we should spend more time on WDJD, what did Jesus 
do and seek to imitiate him.  This should be elementary dear brothers and sisters. 

THE NEW PEOPLE OF GOD 

The early Christians also realised that if the life that God vindicates is one like 
Jesus then the concept of the people of God had been transformed to be around Jesus. 

You might remember that in the week after Easter we looked at the verse from 
1Peter that we have been born to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead.  If we have been born a new we are part of a new people, the new people of 
God. 
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Peter throughout his letter uses image after image to describe those who have 
faith in Christ and those who have been born into this living resurrection hope.  In a 
bewildering rush of metaphors between 1 Peter 1:24-2:11 are believers born of living 
seed which is the living word of God, are new babies who need pure spiritual milk, living 
stones founded on the vindicated living cornerstone who, in a truly mixed metaphor, are 
being built into a spiritual house and a holy priesthood.  He finishes up this incredible run 
of images with this:. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. 

 

Is that how you think of yourself?  There are many things you can tell yourself 
about who you are, many of them I suspect are negative: a failure, unimportant, 
forgotten.  Think of the impact it has when we realise that we are to think of ourselves as 
a royal priesthood, living stones part of God’s temple and purposes.  This not what we 
will be, what we hope to be, it is what we are.  Tell yourselves these things make it a 
memory verse for the week.  When Peter talks about abstaining from fleshly desires 
(v11) he is not so much talking about abstinence but resisting other ways of thinking 
about yourself.  Don’t think about yourself according to the flesh, what the world thinks 
of you or how you think about yourself but how God thinks of you and act accordingly.  
This is what brings glory to God. 

We should also note that most of these images are communal; they are not about 
individuals but the Christian community.  Thinking this way should not only impact how 
we think about ourselves but just importantly how we think about each other. 

These things are true for us because we have been born anew to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  The foundation of all these images is 
the resurrection of Jesus, these things too are elementary. 

Given that this is who we are, the dignity and the privilege that it has as well as 
the responsibility inherent in it must impact how we live, as Peter goes on to show.  He 
is not encouraging moralism, do goodism or even quietism.  He does not tell us be good 
because of guilt, fear or reward but is calling us to both live out who we are as God’s 
people and follow the example of Christ. 

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE 

But then Peter goes on to speak of accepting human authority, citizens to 
emperors and slaves to masters.  I suspect that many of us will recoil at this and 
struggle, and can quickly think of examples where this seems that this is bad advice.  
Yet we need to recognise that Peter already has his own example and that is Jesus who 
did both those these things, recognised in his trial those who were over him and 
accepted unjust punishment. 

It would be tempting at this point to discuss the relationship between Church and 
State, or the Christian role in ending slavery in the West, and the ongoing blight that this 
dehumanising practice is.   

But that would be to miss the force of the passage.  It calls on us to embrace the 
path of humility and honouring others because this is exactly what Jesus did.  Even in 
the face of abuse Jesus entrusted himself to God to the just judge and looked to serve 
others.  Peter could not give us a more powerful example, here are verses that we know 
and love about Jesus dying for us, healing us, bearing our sins, verses that are at the 
heart of our faith, our creed, our forgiveness, our art, our hymns but Peter wants them to 
be at the heart of our action. 
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There is the real challenge: are we willing to embrace such a path of humble 
service.  Jesus died for our sins so that we might live for righteousness, but we discover 
that means dying to ourselves, entrusting ourselves to God and focusing on being good. 

We may continue to wrestle with this idea, perhaps particularly in the week of the 
budget which many may struggle with.  We do need to note that the passage does say 
that we are to fear God, but only honour the governor which means that God has 
priority.  This means it will be right to look to call the government to perform its role of 
caring for those entrusted to it, as Jesus did to the leaders of the time. 

But we should do so in a way which is honouring, certainly not out of self interest 
but more importantly rather than calling on the government to do good, we should be 
seeking to find ways that we can humbly and sacrificially serve. 

If we look at history we will also discover that as the early Church did this, as they 
gave themselves for others, as they were good, as even in suffering and persecution 
they trusted God and lived out their new calling they changed their society more 
radically that perhaps ever before in human history. 

To live out our calling to follow in the path of Christ is truly transformative for us 
and for our community, but what more would we expect when it is based on the 
resurrection, a foretaste and first fruits of God’s kingdom and new creation. 

It elementary and it’s good. 


