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Elementary 
Judge Appointed 

Acts 17: 16-34; 1Peter 3:13-22; John 16:4b-11* 
 
How often do you think about judgement?  Have you ever thought about 

judgement?  It might be a topic that we have not thought much about at all. Indeed we 
may have actively sought to not think about it. 

We have all heard stories of how some preachers in the past have focused on 
judgement, with attendant feelings of guilt and fear.  Some of you may have your own 
stories like that.  You may be worried that I’m talking about judgement, wishing that we 
could avoid the subject because you don’t want to think about it. 

However each week as we say the creed we believe that Jesus will come again 
to judge the living and the dead.  That statement as it is rather all encompassing, it is 
difficult to conceive of anyone who is not living or dead.  This judgement will involved us 
so we should think about it. 

Furthermore we also say that we believe that Jesus was raised from the dead.  
Paul in Acts 17:31 says that God “he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead”  Paul sees that there is a link between 
resurrection and judgement. 

As we continue our Elementary series, considering the implications of the 
resurrection deductions can and should be made about judgement on the basis of the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  As we look at the story of Paul in Athens we will 
see how the resurrection and judgement fits into a much larger story of God and this 
world and we may come to have a better understanding how it fits into our own story. 

PAUL IN ATHENS. 

In Acts 17 Paul is alone in Athens waiting for his friends to join him but he is 
distressed by the proliferation of idols around him in the city.  As was his usual practice 
he brings his message to the Jews in the synagogue.  But he comes to the attention of 
the local philosophers when he starts arguing in the market place, both the Epicureans 
(who believed that the gods were far off and uninterested and this life was all there is so 
you should live it to the full) and the Stoics (who believed that life should be lived in tune 
with the divine wisdom within).  They were intrigued by Paul and his gospel of Jesus and 
the resurrection, a misunderstood coupling which led him to be accused of proclaiming 
the foreign gods, the very charge which had led to Socrates’ condemnation. 

Paul’s message despite the risks to both the Jews but also to the Greeks is Jesus 
and the resurrection.  It is this message that he explains and defends before the council 
of the Areopagus, a body which denied any form of resurrection as one of its founding 
beliefs, and ultimately would scoff at the idea.1 

As we have seen throughout this series, the resurrection cannot be seen to be a 
side issue in Christianity, something of secondary importance, to be raised later on.  
Rather it is of the very essence of the faith, it is elementary in all circumstances. 

                                            
1 See Wright Acts for Everyone p93 
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PAUL AT THE AREOPAGAS 

Validates this story – Certainty of Judgement 
The Story 
Paul to defend his gospel, his good news, about Jesus and the resurrection, in 

essence goes right back to the beginning to tell the story from Scriptures.  This is not 
something new this is older than the hills.. As Paul speaks of God as the creator of all 
things, the life giver to all, and Lord of time, space and history he is not simply critiquing 
the practice of paganism and the beliefs of the philosophers he is telling God’s story. 

Paul is telling the Bible’s story of the one creator God who created the world and 
who, after sin had ruined it, planned to restore it and vindicate his people.  Because he 
is the creator he has the authority, responsibility and destiny to call humanity to account. 
It was the story with the hope of the world put right.  This was the story that God’s 
faithful people told, they looked to a time when God would come and judge and put the 
world to rights, a time which they pictured as one of the resurrection of God’s people. 

Vindicating the Story 
In the resurrection of Jesus that which was looked for at the end of time had 

come taken place in the middle of time.  This was unexpected, but in fact that it 
happened validated the whole story of the creator God’s dealing with this world. 

This is why Jesus is called elsewhere the first fruits and the firstborn from the 
dead.  His resurrection is the guarantee that the promised judgement would come.  It is 
part of this larger story. 

In science at times a theory will be put forward, an idea about how the universe 
work will be developed, and then perhaps many years later a discover will be made of a 
particle which validates the rest of the theory, that this is true description of reality.  
There was an example of this with the recent discovery of the Higgs Bosen or “god 
particle” which validated the Standard Model or particle physics, it did truly describe 
reality.  The resurrection of Jesus acts like that, it validates the Standard Scriptural 
model of the this physical universe, the story of the creating and saving through 
judgement God is true. 

The resurrection of Jesus is not just a strange but true event, to which  we should 
say “Good heavens” but rather realise that it is the promise that God’s good heaven will 
come to earth.  That Jesus has already entered into God’s kingdom means that God’s 
kingdom will surely come, and God’s will “will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

That is why Paul can say that with the resurrection things have changed, we are 
in a different situation we have a clearer understanding.  In the past God has overlooked 
human ignorance but now he calls on all to repent, to stop and turn from their wrong 
ideas about God because a judgement is coming and the resurrection is the assurance 
that this is true (v30-31). 

This means of course that we should heed what Paul says about God, we should 
keep reminding ourselves of God’s creative power, his Lordship and that we should 
seek for him.  Because we live in a creation which has a story, which has a purpose, a 
direction we should live in accordance with that story.  We do not live in a chaos, a man 
made world but in a creation. 

The resurrection demonstrated the truth of who God is, the nature of this world 
and guarantees that judgement will come.  Judgement is certain. 

Nature of the this Judgement 
But the resurrection in the context of this story of God’s dealing with creation 

helps us understand the nature of that judgement. 
Many views that people have are unbiblical and unhelpful.  What emotion do you 

feel when you think about God’s judgement?  I suspect that for many it will be one of 
guilt or fear.  But in looking throughout the Bible the predominant emotion I would argue 
is one of hope. 
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For judgement is firstly a just judgement as Paul tells us, “the world will be judged 
in righteousness”.  It is not arbitrary or capricious or primarily concerned with 
punishment, it is about putting the world to rights. 

We see this again in the resurrection.  Firstly in that Jesus who passes through 
death, judgement and is raised again shows that there is justice.  But because it is 
resurrection it is not just justice for individuals, or spiritual reward, it points forward to the 
restoration of the world, to a world put right, to new creation. 

Because of this we should look for Christ’s coming not in fear but in hope.  If we 
do not think through the meaning of the resurrection we will misunderstand the Biblical 
understanding of judgement. 

Because this view is not world denying, or world destroying but world affirming 
and restoring it is why we can look for good things in this world.  Paul in his speech can 
use pagan idols, philosophers and poets to point to truth. 

Appointment of the Judge 
But the resurrection of Jesus not only points to the certainty of coming judgement, 

the righteous restoring nature of this judgement but also alerts us to the appointment of 
the judge which is why this is truly a good news story. 

The resurrection of Jesus shows him in a number of ways, it vindicates and 
demonstrates that he is God’s king, in a sense that should be enough.  It vindicates 
what he said about God and life so that will be the standard to be judged by.   It lastly 
vindicated that he truly reveals the nature of God that we no longer need to stumble 
around seeking God, in him God has come to us and revealed himself to us.  In Jesus 
we see the true image of God. 

All of this is true but also because in his resurrection he has been “put right” he 
will be the means by which the whole of creation will be “put right” 

Here is our hope.  Not that Jesus is described here as “the man” it reminds us 
that in him God has made a way for humanity to enter into that new creation.  In Jesus 
dying for us, for our sins, for the way we have ignored God, we through Jesus have 
been brought to God and so we can have confidence through the resurrection as we see 
in 1Peter 3 (21-22). 

After the 8am service someone said to me that it is because it is a just judgement 
that fear remain, but Jesus the judge has already dealt with our judgement. 

CONCLUSION 

These are big and challenging ideas, deep biblical theology related to judgement 
which we could think much more about. 

But perhaps more importantly and urgently the primary issue is have we 
responded to these truths that we see in the resurrection.  Paul’s primary call in this 
speech is to repent.  To change our understanding of God – he is the creator, to change 
our way of dealing with God – he is Lord, and that he is not distant and disinterested but 
present, active and working to restore his world and deal with sin, and all this is 
validated and vindicated in the resurrection of Jesus, through whom restorative justice 
will come. 

Do you need to repent, to change your mind about God, about Jesus, is the Spirit 
working in you and convicting you of sin, righteousness and judgement. 

Then come to the judge now and know that this judge died for you to bring you to 
God and to the promise of world restored.  I or other members of staff would love to talk 
with you further about this. 

This is the good new of Jesus and the resurrection; it is both elementary and 
saving brothers and sisters. 


